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Panchen Lama 

In December 1995 the Chinese authorities finally succeeded in placing a child of their choice on 
the throne of the Panchen Lama in Shigatse. The first half of 1996 saw a series of protests 
against that event, including a bomb in a village in Nagchu in northern Tibet, and another outside 
the home of the principal Tibetan supporter of the Chinese decision. 

In May the Chinese government admitted that the missing child recognised as the new Panchen 
Lama a year earlier by the exiled Dalai Lama was being held in protective custody. It became clear 
in the same week that the official child recognised by the Chinese as the Panchen Lama would be 
allowed to spend only a few days in Tibet and would be brought up in Beijing. 

1996 saw continuing political activity in the Shigatse area and in a major monastery in Amdo in 
Eastern Tibet associated with the Panchen Lama. Five Tibetans in Gyantse and at least one in 
Namling - both in the Shigatse area - were imprisoned for distributing prayers or leaflets about the 
Panchen Lama dispute, and nine monks from Tashilhunpo, the Panchen Lama's monastery in 
Shigatse, were given prison sentences of up to 30 months for protesting against the Chinese 
decision. At least seven other monks were expelled from Tashilhunpo, and others left voluntarily. 
In May the Chinese announced that five laypeople in Shigatse had been given prison sentences for 
unknown political offences, but did not say if these were related to the Panchen Lama dispute. At 
Kumbum in Amdo, near the birthplace of the previous Panchen, a monastic school was closed 
down and 25 monks detained after posters appeared criticising Chinese interference in the 
succession. 

There was no news of the people who had allegedly sent messages to the Dalai Lama describing 
their search for the new Panchen Lama - Chadrel Rinpoche, the former abbot of Tashilhunpo, 
Champa Chung-la, his monk assistant, and Samdrup, a Shigatse businessman, have disappeared 
since their arrests in 1 995. 

The historic role of the previous Panchen Lama, who died in 1989, became clearer in October 
when a copy was obtained for the first time outside China of a secret report he had written in 
1962 criticising early Chinese policies in Tibet, which he wrote had led to thousands of 
imprisonments and deaths. 


China Admits Holding Panchen Lama Child "for 
Protection" 

TIN News Update/1 June, 1996 

China has admitted for the first time that it is holding 
the missing Tibetan child, Gendun Choekyi Nyima, 
regarded by most Tibetans as the 11th reincarnation of 
the Panchen Lama. The UN has asked that a delegation 
be allowed to visit the seven-year old boy, whom 
Beijing says is being held to prevent him from being 
kidnapped by Tibetan nationalists. 

The announcement coincided with TV footage of 
another child, the Beijing-approved Panchen Lama, 
accepting gifts from Party leaders in Shigatse, Tibet's 
second city. It follows unusually strong press 
statements calling on cadres to diminish Tibetan 
religious belief because it is full of "deceitfulness, 
backwardness and poisoning". 

"He has been put under the protection of the 
government at the request of his parents," China's 
Ambassador to the UN in Geneva, Wu Jianmin, told UN 
experts who asked China on Tuesday 28 May to allow 
a UN representative to visit Gendun Choekyi Nyima. 
Ambassador Wu did not say where the child is being 
held. 

"The Chinese ambassador said the boy, who has not 
been seen in public for more than a year, was in good 
condition and was living with his parents," the official 


Chinese news agency reported in its account of the 
meeting in Geneva. "The boy was at risk of being 
kidnapped by Tibetan separatists and his security had 
been threatened," it said. 

The admission comes just over one year after the child 
and his family disappeared, and follows 12 months of 
denials by Beijing. Chinese officials "have no idea of the 
whereabouts of the soul boy designated by the Dalai 
Lama," China's Foreign Ministry spokesman told 
journalists last November. 

The disappearance of the child and his family has led to 
widespread international activity, including requests 
from the UN and a resolution last December at the 
European Parliament which halted implementation of a 
European development project in Tibet. 

Gendun Choekyi Nyima is believed to have been 
escorted to Beijing by Chinese security forces from his 
home in northern Tibet within days of the Dalai Lama's 
announcement on 14 May last year that he had 
recognised the child as the 11th Panchen Lama, one of 
Tibet's most senior religious leaders. The announcement 
led to a six month dispute with Beijing, who in 
December installed a different child as the official 
Panchen Lama. 

Tuesday's announcement was made in response to a 
formal question put by the UN Committee 
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for the Rights of the Child, which spent two days this week 
assessing whether China has complied with its legal 
obligations under the Convention for the Rights of the 
Child, which it ratified in 1991. 


biased propaganda of some Western media and non¬ 
governmental organisations," Wu said, adding that China 
welcomes experts visiting his country "to establish 
objective and impartial dialogues". 


Thomas Hammarberg, a Swedish economist who is a 
vice-chairman of the committee, described Mr Wu's 
statement on the Panchen Lama dispute as "not very 
positive when it comes to finding a peaceful solution to 
this conflict". Marta Santos Pais, a Portuguese lawyer and 
the Committee's rapporteur, supported a request that 
China allow a UN representative to "visit the family and 
provide reassurance". There has been no public response 
to the request so far, and it was not referred to in the 
Xinhua report. 

Much of the committee’s discussion focused on conditions 
in Chinese orphanages and the 10 members, who are all 
independent lawyers and experts, expressed concern 


The committee will present its final recommendations on 
China’s implementation of the Convention in seven days 
time. 


Strengthening Patriotism and Weakening Religious 
Belief 

On the same day that China admitted holding the missing 
child, Beijing revealed that the official Panchen Lama child 
has been allowed to return to Tashilhunpo Monastery in 
Shigatse, the scene of protests last July over the Panchen 
Lama succession which led to the arrest of over 30 monks 
and others. 



about the high death rates in the institutions. They made 
formal recommendations that China implement new 
training methods in orphanages, a system of independent 
inspections of child welfare institutions, and a better 
method for collecting statistics about children. 

They also pressed China to provide information about the 
disproportionately low number of girls in China, and 
advised Beijing both to make further efforts to end 
discrimination against girls and to review its family 
planning policies "to find ways to avoid any possible effect 
they could have in causing discrimination against girls". 

Wu assured the Committee that good treatment is given to 
children in welfare institutions and said that the reported 
discrepancy between the sexes of children born in China 
was largely due to the number of newborn girls who were 
not registered, according to Xinhua. "On many issues 
including the rights of child, China has fallen victim of 


Previous official reports had said as recently as 
March that the official Panchen Lama, a 6 year old 
child, was living in Beijing, giving rise to speculation 
that he was not fully accepted by monks at 
Tashilhunpo. 

"I feel very happy today, I thank the president from 
the bottom of my heard", the official child said, 
according to a Xinhua report from Shigatse which 
gave a detailed description of the unveiling of a 
"golden board" presented to the monastery by Jiang 
Zemin, China's President. 

The 3 metre long board was inscribed with the 
words "Safeguard the Country and Benefit the 
People" in Jiang's handwriting and will be hung over 
the entrance to the main temple in Tashilhunpo. 
Tibetans "sang and danced hand in hand in the 
courtyard" to expressed "their heartfelt gratitude for 
the care for Tibetan Buddhism from the central 
government and the Communist Party", said Xinhua 
of the unveiling ceremony, which was broadcast as 
a major item on China's national TV news. 

The ceremony, conducted by the Tibet Party 
Secretary, who is not allowed religious belief, 
seems to have been an entirely secular affair, and 
appears to have been aimed at showing the state's 
authority over religion. Raidi, a deputy secretary in the 
Tibet Communist Party, told the gathering that the 
inscription "requires religious believers to sincerely 
support the leadership of the Communist Party and to 
safeguard the state sovereignty of China" and called on 
Tibetan Buddhists to fight against the pro-independence 
movement. 


The publicity given to the event also appears to have 
been designed to show that the official Panchen Lama 
child is now safely accepted by the monks of Tashilhunpo, 
but some commentators said the absence of senior 
Chinese officials from the "historic" unveiling ceremony, 
and the reference to attacking separatism, would have 
given viewers the impression that officials were nervous 
about visiting the area. 
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The inscription reflects an ongoing effort, initiated last 
year, to contain dissent by persuading Tibetans that 
religious belief is only permitted to patriots. Last week 
the next stage of the campaign was mapped out in an 
important article which called for efforts to diminish 
religious belief and to continue class struggle. 

"It is necessary to educate the masses and prompt 
them to accept a correct world outlook, a correct 
outlook on life and correct values. The influence of 
religion on the people's minds should be weakened," 
said the article, published in Tibet Daily on 13 May, in 
an explanation of how cadres must "positively guide 
religious activities to come into line with socialist 
society." 

The article, attributed to Ni Banggui, possibly a 
pseudonym for a Party office, contained the most 
aggressive criticism of religion in recent years. Some 
cadres "do not realize the deceitfulness, backwardness, 
ignorance and poisoning of religion," said the article, 
which added that as a result "the size and influence of 
monasteries and monks have grown out of control." 

The article listed four other factors which constrain the 
development of socialism in Tibet and which "do not 
exist in other parts of our country", three of which were 
rural illiteracy, the Buddhist reluctance to kill agricultural 
pests, and the fact that "people do not take a bath or 
rarely wash their faces throughout their lifetime and 
even defecate and urinate without going to a toilet." 

Earlier Disclaimers 

During the annual session of the NPC in Beijing in March 
Tibetan officials gave public statements about the two 
Panchen Lama children. Sengchen Lobsang Gyaltsen 
made a major statement describing the new officially- 
appointed Panchen Lama child as "cute" and "smart". 
He said that the child was studying Buddhism and 
eating "tsampa", but did not say where he was. 

On 10 March the Chinese media announced that the 
child had performed "is first religious act", but did not 
give details. 

That week Tibet's Executive Deputy Party Secretary 
Raidi said that Gendun Choekyi Nyima, the child 
recognised by the Dalai Lama, was with his family and 
that "from now on the government will send him to 
school". He said the child was not a criminal and was 
not in prison, but did not say where he was. Xinhua 
added that the child was "at home" but did not give 
details. 

UN Experts Ask for Evidence of Child's Health, Parent's 
Consent 

Update: In December 1996 the UN's Working Group on 
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances said in its 
annual report that it had received information from the 
China government in response to its enquiries about the 
missing child: "A few unscrupulous souls have tried to 
smuggle the boy abroad. They even plotted to do him 
physical harm and then shift the blame to the 
Government of China. Fearing for his safety, the boy's 
parents appealed to the Government for protection. The 
Government has responded to their request by taking 


security measures to protect the boy, his parents and 
other family members. At present they are leading 
normal lives and enjoying perfect health. Unfortunately, 
unless we have their consent, we are not at liberty to 
reveal their place of refuge," said the Government in its 
correspondence with the UN body. 

The UN Working Group said that it remained concerned 
about the whereabouts of the child and asked the 
Chinese Government to provide it with documents 
supporting its statement that the boy's parents had 
appealed to the Government for protection and that 
they were at present "leading normal lives and enjoying 
perfect health". 

Five Arrested for Panchen Lama Prayer in Gyantse 

TIN News Update/24 June, 1996 extract 

In the towns of Shigatse and Gyantse tension remains 
high and at least 14 Tibetans are still in prison for 
refusing to support the child declared by the Chinese to 
be the new Panchen Lama. 

Five of the imprisoned Tibetans are from Gyantse, and 
are being held without charge after they were found 
distributing copies of a prayer addressed to another 
child, who was recognised by the Dalai Lama in May 
1995 as the new Panchen Lama. 

The men, four monks and a primary school teacher, 
were detained in December last year, according to an 
unconfirmed report which recently reached the outside 
world via the Tibetan Government-in-exile. The men 
printed copies of the prayer in the house of the primary 
school teacher, named as Bu Chung-chung, and 
distributed them around Gyantse. The prayer, a "Zhab- 
ten" or Long-life Prayer, was composed by the Dalai 
Lama, and is addressed to Gendun Choekyi Nyima, the 
7 year child whom the Chinese admitted last month is 
currently being held in protective custody. 

Police who searched the house of Lobsang Damchoe, 
the alleged leader of the group, found a picture showing 
the Dalai Lama in front of a Tibetan national flag and on 
18 December arrested the monk. Possession of the 
Tibetan flag or of pictures showing it are forbidden in 
Tibet. 

Lobsang Damchoe, who is about 60 years old, was 
formerly a monk at the fifteenth century monastery of 
Palkhor Choede in Gyantse but was not allowed to re¬ 
enter the monastery after being arrested for political 
offences in 1959. In recent years he had been allowed 
to live as a "ku-nyer" or caretaker monk at the Gyantse 
Kumbum, a famous reliquary in the same town. 

Kalsang, a monk from Ser-wo college at Palkhor Choede 
monastery, was arrested on the same day as Lobsang 
Damchoe and was taken with him to Nyari prison, the 
prefectural jail 15 km east of Shigatse, where the two 
men are awaiting sentence. 

One of the other monks detained from Palkhor Choede 
has been named as Wangdi, and the name of the fourth 
monk is unknown. Both are said to be held together 
with the school teacher Bu Chungchung in Dun Chog- 
dre prison, the county jail in Gyantse. 
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Nine Tashilhunpo Monks Still in Prison 

TIN News Update/24 June, 1996 extract 

Nine monks from Tashilhunpo are still in Nyari prison in 
Shigatse because of protests against the Chinese 
interference in the Panchen Lama succession dispute. 
Four were detained immediately after a protest in July 
1995 and five were detained three months later. 

26 Tashilhunpo monks had originally been detained on 
13 July last year, and are said to have been severely 
beaten, leaving at least one in need of hospital 
treatment. On 6 October, after nearly 3 months in 
prison, 21 of these monks were released at a meeting 
within the monastery chaired by the head of the 
Shigatse Public Security Bureau and attended by all 
monks. 

The releases were immediately followed by the arrest of 
three monks at the meeting - Sonam Choephel, aged 29 
or 30, Lobsang Gyatso, aged 25, and Lobsang Tsultrim, 
aged 23. The three were led away in handcuffs, 
accused of engaging in "splittist activities", according 
to two other Tashilhunpo monks who escaped to India 
six weeks ago. 

On 19 November the five prisoners held since July 
1995 were tried by a court in Shigatse, which 
sentenced Tendor to two and a half years and Chime 
Dorje to two years. Thupten Kelsang (also called Shepa 
Kalsang), a senior monk who was a former secretary of 
the 10th Panchen Lama, and Gendun Gyatso were both 
given one year sentences. A monk named Chungdag 
was sentenced to six months and was accordingly 
released on 12 January 1996. 

The three Tashilhunpo monks arrested at the meeting in 
October were also convicted at the trial on 19 
November: Sonam Choephel was sentenced to two 
years, Lobsang Gyatso was sentenced to one year. 
Lobsang Tsultrim received a six month sentence and 
should have been released this May. 

On the same day as the trial three more monks were 
arrested or re-arrested from Tashilhunpo Monastery: 
Gyatrul Rinpoche, Phuntsog of Lekling College, and 
Champa of Tehor College. Champa, who is about 45 
years old, was the monastery electrician, but both 
Phuntsog and Gyatrul Rinpoche, who is a distinguished 
lama or teacher, are senior monks who held positions 
on the monastery's Management Committee until the 
July protests. Phuntsog, who is in his 50s, was also an 
assistant general manager of the Ganggyen Corporation, 
the chain of companies run by the monastery whose 
senior management has now been replaced by the 
Tibetan authorities. The two senior monks were 
"arrested because they did not accept the Chinese 
Panchen Lama", according to a source in the 
monastery. 

At least seven other Tashilhunpo monks have been 
expelled from the monastery for involvement in political 
activities. Two of them, Geleg and Sonam Phuntsog, 
were expelled at the 6 October meeting and escorted by 
officials to their family homes in Namling county while a 
third, Lhakpa Tsering, was handed over to local district 
officials in Shigatse, apparently for involvement in the 
July protests. 


Two monks who spent three months in prison after the 
July protests have been formerly expelled from the 
monastery, Gelhong from Yunnan in early September 
1995, and Tsering Gonpo, a monk from Kham, in 
October. 

Two other monks, 25-year old Sherab and 28-year old 
Tenzin Choephel, were expelled in October for listening 
to the Tibetan language service of the Washington- 
based radio station "Voice of America". 

A re-education team consisting of ten officials from 
local government and party departments has been 
based in the offices of the Management Committee of 
Tashilhunpo monastery since May 1995, and organises 
political meetings with the remaining 700 Tashilhunpo 
monks, divided into 9 groups, every Tuesday and Friday 
afternoon between 3 and 6pm. 

The dispute has also affected the lay community, and 
there are several reports that two Tibetan women who 
were doctors at the local hospital were sacked after 
speaking in June 1 995 with a young monk about the 
dispute. On 20th July police questioned the two 
women, Drolkar and Tsamchoe, and accused them of 
encouraging monks to support the Dalai Lama’s 
candidate. The women were fired and reportedly are 
prohibited from taking up other official positions. 

Secret Report by the Panchen Lama Criticises 
China 

TIN News Update/5 October, 1996 

A secret report obtained by TIN documents mass 
arrests, political executions and man-made starvation in 
Tibet in the early 1960s, and shows that the top 
Tibetans who collaborated with the Chinese had deep 
misgivings about Chinese policies in Tibet, some of 
which have recently re-emerged. 

The report attributes mass starvation among Tibetans 
at the time to government directives, and, four years 
before the Cultural Revolution, expresses fears that 
Chinese policies were aimed at the eradication of 
religion and could lead to the elimination of Tibetans as 
a distinct people. 

The document is possibly the most extensive 
contemporary criticism of Chinese Communist policies 
ever submitted to the leadership, other than from within 
the Party, and is said to have been described by Mao 
Zedong as "a poisoned arrow shot at the Party by 
reactionary feudal overlords". It was later judged to 
have exceeded the criticism levelled at the party by the 
famous 10,000 character letter of General Peng Dehuai 
which led to his downfall in 1 959. 

The report was written by the former Panchen Lama, 
the most important religious leader remaining in Tibet as 
well as the head of the then Tibetan government, who 
presented it to China’s Premier, Zhou Enlai, on 18th 
May, 1 962. For some three months Li Weihan, head of 
China's United Front Department, took initial steps to 
implement the report's suggestions, but in August that 
year Mao called for the resumption of class struggle and 
in October Li was criticised for his links with the 
Panchen Lama. In the same month the Panchen Lama 
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was ordered to undertake a self criticism, and a year 
later was subjected to a 50 day long struggle session in 
Lhasa before being sent to Beijing, where he spent 14 
of the following 1 5 years in detention or under virtual 
house arrest. 

The Panchen Lama was fully rehabilitated only in 1988, 
the year before he died. His report, known as "the 
70,000 Character Petition", remains secret and has 
never before been seen outside inner Party circles in 
China. Its release will have wide implications in Tibet, 
where it will undermine any claims that the Panchen 
Lama was an unquestioning follower of the Communist 
Party. The Party is currently involved in controversial 
attempts to force Tibetans to accept an 8 year old child 
whom it has unilaterally declared to be the Panchen 
Lama's successor, and to reform the thinking of monks 
and nuns. 

Publication of the 1962 report, whose proposals were 
in effect implemented in 1 980 by the Chinese reformer 
Hu Yaobang, could also have impact on leadership 
politics in China, where Hu's successor Zhao Ziyang 
remains under house arrest in Beijing. 

Mass Arrests and Starvation 

The 120 page document, divided into eight sections, 
gives details of the situation in all Tibetan-inhabited 
areas after inspection tours there by the Panchen Lama 
in 1961 and early 1962. One of its major criticisms 
was the excessive punishment imposed by the 
authorities to avenge the 1959 Uprising in Tibet. "We 
have no way of knowing how many have been arrested. 
In each area 10,000 or more have been arrested. Good 
and bad, innocent or guilty, they have all been arrested, 
contrary to any legal system that exists anywhere in 
the world. ... In some areas the majority of men have 
been arrested and jailed so that most of the work is 
done by women, old people and children," says the 
report. 

It alleges that there was a policy of collective 
punishment, by which Tibetans had been executed 
because their relatives were involved in the uprising, 
and it accuses officials of deliberately subjecting 
political prisoners to harsh conditions so that they 
would die. "Even family members of the rebels were 
ordered to be killed. ... Officials deliberately put people 
in jail under conditions which they are not used to so 
that there were a large number of abnormal deaths," it 
says. 

The primary concern of the report, however, was to 
persuade the Beijing leadership to stop Tibetans dying 
from starvation, especially in Eastern Tibet, where 
communes had already been established. "Above all 
you have to guarantee that the people will not die from 
starvation," says the petition's final paragraph, 
addressing Premier Zhou. 

"In many parts of Tibet people have starved to death.. . 

. In some places, whole families have perished and the 
death rate is very high. This is very abnormal, horrible 
and grave. In the past Tibet lived in a dark barbaric 
feudalism but there was never such a shortage of food, 
especially after Buddhism had spread," the Panchen 
Lama wrote. "The masses in the Tibetan areas were 
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living in conditions of such extreme poverty that the old 
and young mostly starved to death or were so weak 
that they had no resistance to disease and died," he 
adds. 

He noted that, as a result of the decision to force 
people to eat in communal kitchens, people were 
allowed a ration of around 5 oz (180 gms) of grain per 
day, supplemented by grass, leaves and tree bark. "This 
terrible ration is not enough to sustain life and people 
are forced to suffer terrible pangs of hunger," he wrote, 
adding that people were still being forced to do hard 
labour, especially released prisoners. "There was never 
such an event in the history of Tibet. People could not 
even imagine such horrible starvation in their dreams. In 
some areas if one person catches a cold, then it spreads 
to hundreds and large numbers simply die." 

In a crucial passage the Panchen Lama makes it clear 
that these deaths were a result of official policies, not 
of any natural disasters, as Mao was claiming to his 
foreign visitors, a claim still accepted by some western 
sinologists. "In Tibet from 1959-1961, for two years 
almost all animal husbandry and farming stopped. The 
nomads have no grain to eat and the farmers have no 
meat, butter or salt. It is prohibited to transport any 
food or material, people are even stopped from going 
around and their personal tsampa [roast barley] bags are 
confiscated and many people are struggled against in 
public," he says. He goes on to describe a meeting he 
convened in Qinghai where villagers told him deaths 
could have been avoided and good harvests achieved "if 
the state allowed us to eat our fill". 

1959-61: Famine in China 

The famine which the Panchen Lama documented in his 
report had spread throughout China as a result of the 
Great Leap Forward in 1958, when Mao Zedong 
ordered the peasants to set up communes as part of a 
radical acceleration of the advance towards utopian 
communism. By the time of the Lushan Plenum, a party 
meeting in August 1959, pragmatic leaders led by Liu 
Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping had already begun to curb 
the excesses of Mao's programme, but starvations was 
widespread in China for two more years. The 70,000 
Character Petition showed that starvation still existed in 
Qinghai in 1962, and other evidence shows that in 
Kham, the adjoining Tibetan area within Sichuan, it 
continued until 1965. 

Although the Great Leap was officially acknowledged in 
the Party's landmark 1981 "Resolution on Party 
History" as a "serious mistake", it made no mention of 
famine, referring only to "serious losses to our country 
and people". Official Chinese texts which are publicly 
available still avoid the subject and refer obliquely to 
"the three difficult years" without giving further details. 

An internal report by the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences in 1989 included a "conservative estimate" 
which placed the national death toll from the famine at 
15 million, while western scholars such as the 
demographer Judith Bannister have estimated the total 
deaths in the famine at around 30 million. 

A report by the Economic System Research Institute in 
Beijing in the early 1980s found that 900,000 people 
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died during the famine in the Panchen Lama's home 
province of Qinghai - 45 per cent of the population - and 
9 million in Sichuan, according to research by the 
journalist Jasper Becker, author of Hungry Ghosts, a 
major study of the famine issued earlier this year. "No 
other group in China suffered more bitterly from the 
famine than the Tibetans," says Becker, adding that 
famine remained endemic in central Tibet for the next 
20 years. 

Becker and others argue that the famine, during some 
of which China was exporting grain, was only possible 
because of extreme secrecy within China and because 
of the readiness of some western scholars, journalists 
and politicians - notably Francois Mitterand - to accept 
Chinese claims that the problems were a result of 
natural disasters and of withdrawal of Soviet aid. 
"Death by hunger has ceased in China. Food shortages 
and severe ones there may have been, but no 
starvation," wrote Felix Greene, an influential British 
journalist whose brother ran the BBC, after a tour of 
China in 1960. 

The Panchen Lama's petition appears to confirm the 
findings of Becker and others that China has concealed 
a man-made famine in the years after the Great Leap. 
The petition also substantiates some of the allegations 
made by Tibetan refugees at the time, openly ridiculed 
in the West until recently, and appears to support some 
of the findings of the 1960 report by the International 
Commission of Jurists which concluded that there was 
prima facie evidence of genocide in Tibet. 

Threatened Elimination of Religion and Nationality 

The Jurists' report was widely condemned by Greene 
and others, but the Panchen Lama also expresses in his 
petition concerns that Chinese policies were threatening 
the survival of the Tibetans as a nationality. "The 
population of Tibet has been seriously reduced. Not only 
is this damaging to the prosperity of the Tibetan race 
but it poses a grave danger to the very existence of the 
Tibetan race and could even push the Tibetans to the 
last breath," he wrote, in a passage said to have been 
expressly rejected by Zhou Enlai. 

The Panchen Lama had been encouraged to write his 
report by Li Weihan, of the United Front, who reported 
directly to Deng Xiaoping and who may have hoped to 
use it to mobilise support against ultra-leftists 
throughout China. But other Tibetan leaders, including 
Ngapo Ngawang Jigme, had pleaded with the Panchen 
Lama not to submit it in writing, according to a 
biography published in Beijing by the Tibetologist 
Jamphel Gyatso in 1989. The Panchen Lama, who was 
only 24 years old at the time, was not a Party member 
and faced considerable risks, especially since the 
relatively liberal climate of the previous year had already 
receded, and since steps had already been taken to 
address his complaints after he had raise many of them 
directly with Mao. But he still decided to write a 
criticism of Chinese policy which went beyond the 
immediate reporting of the famine and of the arrests. 

Thus the petition includes strong attacks on China's 
nationality and religious policies, and even suggests that 
they too could lead to the extinction of the Tibetans as 
a people. "If the language, clothes and customs of a 


nationality are taken away then that nationality will 
vanish and be transformed into another nationality. How 
can we guarantee that Tibetans will not be turned into 
another race?" he asked. 

It was this which was regarded as the most dangerous 
point made in the document, together with his critique 
of religious policy. Although he fully supported efforts 
to reform monasteries, and blamed all abuses on local 
leftists who had ignored instructions by the Beijing 
leadership, the Panchen Lama suggested that the Party 
was trying to eliminate religion. He insisted that religion 
was an absolute right and implied that any attempt to 
remove it altogether would lead to serious unrest, if not 
rebellion: 

"Of the 2,500 monasteries which had once existed [in 
what is now the TAR] only 70 were left and 93 per 
cent of the monks and nuns had been forced out," he 
wrote, four years before the Cultural Revolution, which 
is usually blamed for the closure of monasteries in 
Tibet. 

"The cadres are using a few people to denounce religion 
and mistakenly taking this as the views of the whole 
Tibetan masses, with the result that they mistakenly 
think the conditions for the elimination of religion itself 
are ripe. ... Therefore the enlightenment-endowing 
Buddhist religion that flourishes throughout Tibet seems 
to be on the verge of being erased in front of our eyes 
from the land of Tibet. There is no way that I and 90% 
of the Tibetans will tolerate this." 

The petition has considerable contemporary relevance. 
In 1980 the Panchen Lama met with the Chinese 
reformer Hu Yaobang, then Party Secretary, and 
congratulated him for the reforms Hu had introduced in 
Tibet that year. "The Panchen Lama told Hu how 
moved he had been by his reforms, and noted that if the 
suggestions in the 70,000 Character Petition had been 
implemented when they were proposed the problems in 
Tibet would not have continued," recalls Tseten 
Wangchuk, a Tibetan journalist now working in the US 
who was present at a debriefing session on the 1980 
meeting between Hu and the Panchen. Party criticism 
of Hu's reforms led to his demotion in 1987, and to 
major unrest in China in 1989. 

The Panchen Lama’s 1962 petition was based on the 
premise that the special characteristics of Tibet should 
be taken into account by policymakers. This premise 
was central to Deng Xiaoping's policies in China during 
the 1980s and allowed the Panchen Lama to introduce 
many liberalisations in Tibet. In early 1992 the Party 
withdrew the "special characteristics" concession and, 
in the current efforts to limit religious worship, to 
appoint political loyalists to monastery committees, and 
to restrict language teaching, has since been reversing 
some of the religious and cultural liberalisations initiated 
by Hu Yaobang and requested by the Panchen Lama. 


Note: An English translation of the 120 page report is in 
preparation and will be published with the Chinese text 
shortly. 



TIN News Review No. 25: Reports from Tibet 1996 

Chinese Press Reports on Panchen Lama 

11 January: Li Ruihuan, chairman of the Chinese 
People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), 
held a banquet at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing 
in honour of the young boy who is the Chinese- 
appointed Panchen Lama, reported Xinhua on 12 
January. "The 10th Panchen Lama and I were good 
friends," Li said. "While he was alive, each year we had 
many contacts and cooperation and we cherished deep 
feelings for each other." Li attributed the confirmation 
of the 11th Panchen to the efforts of the TAR 
government, the Democratic Management Committee 
of Tashilhunpo "under the guidance of the central 
committee of the CCP". Wang Zhaoguo and Luo Gan 
also gave a banquet for him. The Panchen was in 
Beijing to "pay respects" to President Jiang Zemin. 

12 January: President Jiang Zemin met the 11th 
Panchen Lama, along with Li Ruihuan, Xinhua reported 
on 13 January. Jiang said the CCP had always had a 
policy of protecting religious beliefs and freedom of 
"normal religious activities" and urged religious groups 
and members to "love the country as well as the 
religion", a further Xinhua report said on 13 January. He 
hoped the Panchen would study well and grow up in a 
healthy way, with patriotism, a broad knowledge of 
Buddhism and modern science. He said that the 
Panchen Lama should become a religious leader of the 
new generation which supports the leadership of the 
Party, love of the motherland, love of the people and of 
socialism. 

28 January: China has denied media reports that a 
bomb exploded at the Lhasa home of Sengchen 
Lobsang Gyaltsen, the monastery leader who led 
support for the boy chosen by China as reincarnation of 
the Panchen Lama, reported the Press Trust of India. 
Media reports quoting western tourists said the bomb 
went off on the night of 18 January. 

10 February: Laba Pingcuo [Lhakpa Phuntsog], vice 

chairman of the regional government in the Tibet 
Autonomous region, said that through arranging the 
Panchen Lama's reincarnation, "we have smashed the 
Dalai's political conspiracy and attempt to take 
advantage of the Panchen's reincarnation," reported 
Xinhua on 13 February. Li said: "We must be soberly 
aware that the Dalai is not only the chief culprit in the 
meddling in and disruption of the Panchen's 
reincarnation, but is also the general root cause of 
social turmoil in Tibet and the undermining of Tibet's 
stability, unity and economic construction." 

9 March: The Chinese-appointed Panchen Lama, 

Erdeni Losang Qamba Lhunzhub Qoigyji [Lobsang 
Champa Lhundrup Choegye], carried out his first 
religious ceremony in the Chinese capital, Beijing, at the 
Xihuang monastery, reported Xinhua. "The Panchen 


page 9 

Lama was always full of vigour and showed a solemn 
expression," said Xinhua. 

18 April: The two boys who were runners up in the 
selection of the reincarnation of the Panchen Lama were 
declared to be "Living Buddhas" [reincarnated lamas] by 
the Chinese press. Ngawang Namzui [Ngawang 
Namdrol], from Chamdo, was confirmed as the 
reincarnation of the late Living Buddha Qunbo [?] and 
now resides in the Zhaxijambai [Tashi Jamphel?] 
monastery, 90 miles north of Shigatse. Qunbo, who 
died in 1990, had served as an assistant to the late 
10th Panchen Lama. Gongsang Wangdui [Kunsang 
Wangdu], the other candidate for the late 10th Panchen 
Lama, was brought up in Amdo and has been not been 
recognised as a reincarnation but is being "trained as a 
scripture hall living Buddha" at Zhaxilhunpo 
[Tashilhunpo] monastery in Shigatse, where he spends 
two-thirds of his time studying Buddhist scriptures and 
the rest learning Tibetan and playing, reported the 
Review. 

28 May: An inscribed board donated by Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin is unveiled in a "grand 
ceremony" at Tashilhunpo monastery with the words 
"Safeguard the country and benefit the people". Jiang 
Zemin's words had drawn on "the true meaning of the 
Buddhist doctrine - respect the sacred land of the 
country and contribute to the interests and happiness of 
the people," said a Tibet TV report that day. "The 
inscription extols Chinese religious believers' patriotic 
tradition of safeguarding national territory and praying 
for the country’s prosperity and people's happiness, 
shows the supreme authority of the central government 
in administering Tibet's political and religious affairs, 
and has, under the new historical conditions, given the 
doctrine a rich ideological meaning and profound 
political significance that are compatible with a socialist 
society," said the TV report. The inscription was 
described as a high tribute to the 10th Panchen Lama’s 
"lifelong love for the country and religion" . The report 
added that the Dalai Lama completely contradicted the 
spirit of the 10th Panchen Lama and was "the root of 
social turmoil in Tibet" and "the biggest obstacle to the 
establishment of a normal order for Tibetan Buddhism" . 

1 June: The 11th Panchen Lama was officially initiated 
into the monkhood in the Zhaxi Lhunbo (Tashilhunpo) 
monastery, the traditional home of the Panchen Lama, 
reported Xinhua in China Daily on 13th June. The 
ceremony was held during the Sagadawa festival, 
coinciding with International Children's Day, the Beijing 
Review noted later. Leaders of the Tibet Autonomous 
Region and representatives of the United Front Work 
Department of the Communist Party of China Central 
Committee and the Bureau of Religious Affairs under 
the State Council presented khatags (Tibetan 
ceremonial scarves) to the boy. 
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Sabotage 


A series of small bombs detonated in Lhasa in 1995, for the first time in nearly ten years, but 
these had been against ambiguous targets like monuments and fuel depots. The targets of bombs 
in 1996 were clearly political: the headquarters of the regional government, the offices of the 
inner city government, and the house of a Tibetan dignitary regarded as pro-Chinese. A fourth 
bomb, detonated by a young monk in a village in Northern Tibet, had less clear objectives but was 
the first for which anyone claimed responsibility. 

A more sophisticated attempt at sabotage had appeared in November 1995 on the front page of 
Tibet’s main newspaper when an unknown worker altered a photograph that had been 
intended to illustrate Tibetan support for Beijing's intervention in the Panchen Lama succession. 
The photograph was altered so that it made China’s top leaders appear to be sitting behind a row 
of Tibetan lamas instead of in front of them. 

In May the Chinese authorities admitted for the first time that they were facing violent acts of 
sabotage, although the first of these had been documented nine months earlier. The paramilitary 
units in Tibet were upgraded, and the security forces were told that their chief target was to be 
those carrying out acts of sabotage as part of the "splittist" or independence movement. In 
December a large reward was offered for the capture of the bombers, and the authorities made it 
clear that they were chiefly interested in targetting Tibetans returning from India as the most likely 
suspects. 


Tibetan Newspaper Sabotage; Lama's House 
Bombed 

TIN News Update/28 January, 1996 

A worker at Tibet's main newspaper sabotaged a recent 
edition of the paper to indicate discontent with Chinese 
policy over the Panchen Lama succession, according to 
unofficial sources in Lhasa. 

The unknown newspaper worker altered a front page 
photograph in the Tibetan language edition of the Tibet 
Daily so that it made China’s top leaders appear to be 
sitting behind a row of Tibetan lamas instead of in front 
of them. 

The incident has emerged amid reports of violent 
opposition to China's decision last November to appoint 
its own protege as Panchen Lama, the second highest 
figure in the leading school of Tibetan Buddhism. A 
Hong Kong paper today claimed that a bomb had 
exploded outside the house of the main Tibetan lama 
who supported the Chinese authorities in the 
succession dispute. 

According to reports from the Tibetan capital no-one 
has so far been identified as responsible for the 
alteration in the newspaper photograph, which looks at 
first glance like a printing error. The newspaper, the 
official mouthpiece of the Communist Party in Tibet, 
usually carries the same photographs and text as the 
previous day's edition of Xizang Ribao, the Chinese- 
language edition of Tibet Daily. 

The photograph, which had been published in its 
untampered form throughout China a day earlier, 
showed President Jiang Zemin, General Liu Huaqing and 
four other Party leaders sitting in front of three rows of 
senior Tibetan lamas and dignitaries. It had been printed 


prominently on the front page of the People's Daily, the 
English-language China Daily, and the Xizang Ribao on 
13th November 1995, and was intended to show the 
Party's control over the selection process for the 
reincarnation of the Panchen Lama. 

But when it appeared the next day in the Bod-jong 
Nyen-re Tsag-par, the Tibetan-language edition of 
Xizang Ribao, the picture had been reduced and shifted 
to a corner of the front page, and the first row of lamas 
had been copied to the bottom of the picture, so that 
the Chinese leaders have one row of lamas in front of 
them as well as three rows behind. 

The alteration to the photograph is crudely done, 
without any attempt to disguise the join where the front 
row has been added, probably so that the newspaper 
workers involved could argue that it was a production 
error. Photographers in London who were shown the 
newspaper said it was unlikely to have been done 
unintentionally and Tibetans contacted in Lhasa have 
described the photograph as a veiled criticism of 
Chinese policy. 

The photograph shows the formal conclusion on 11 
November last year of a much publicised meeting in 
Beijing, at which Tibetan lamas had been told by 
President Jiang to accelerate the process of choosing a 
new Panchen Lama. "Tibetan soul search nears end - 
President calls for early confirmation," said the China 
Daily in its front page headline over the original version 
of the photograph. The lama leading the search team 
had delayed the process for nearly 6 years in an 
attempt to get the Chinese to accept a child confirmed 
by the Dalai Lama in exile, and has been missing, 
believed imprisoned, for the last eight months. 
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The Tibetan lamas shown in the picture, described 
officially only as members of the "Leading Group for 
Locating the Reincarnation Child of the Panchen Lama", 
had been ordered to Beijing a week earlier and had 
agreed, apparently under strong Chinese pressure, not 
to recognise the child identified by the Dalai Lama as 
the correct reincarnation. A different child was selected 
under Chinese guidance two weeks later and enthroned 
in Shigatse on 8th December. 

The 24 lamas and dignitaries in the picture are not 
identified by name in any of the newspapers and look 
grim and uncomfortable, squashed behind the President 
and General Liu, both of whom are smiling for the 
camera. A senior lama from southern Gansu, formerly 
part of the north-eastern Tibetan area known as Amdo, 
is known to have made a statement at the meeting 
protesting against the decision to reject the Dalai 
Lama's nominee. 

Subversive comments rarely find their way into official 
Chinese papers, although in March 1991 a Chinese 
student in the US succeeded in getting the People's 
Daily to publish an apparently innocent poem called 
"Yuan Xiao" which, when read diagonally, called for 
Premier Li Peng to be replaced. The incident led to an 
enquiry into the newspaper by the Public Security 
Bureau. 

Reports of Bombings in Lhasa 

Earlier today a Hong Kong based newspaper, the 
Sunday Morning Post, reported that a bomb had been 
detonated in Lhasa in an attack on a prominent Tibetan 
supporter of the Chinese position on the Panchen Lama 
issue. The incident is unconfirmed, but is the first 
indication of a dangerous escalation in political violence 
from attacks on property - which themselves are alleged 
to have killed two people - to attacks on people. 

The newspaper said the bomb exploded at 10pm on 18 
January at the house of Sengchen Lobsang Gyaltsen, a 
lama and political dignitary who led the pro-Chinese 
faction in the recent dispute over the Panchen Lama. 
Sengchen, who in July was made titular head of the 
Panchen Lama's monastery at Tashilhunpo, was away 
in Beijing at the time of the explosion, but one unnamed 
person was seriously injured, according to the Post 
article. 

The reported attempt to kill Sengchen Rimpoche comes 
after up to five attempts at sabotage last year, all of 
which were directed not primarily at people but at 
Chinese installations in Lhasa in the run-up to the 
celebrations on 1 September last year of the 30th 
anniversary of the founding of the Tibet Autonomous 
Region. There is no evidence so far as to who carried 
out the alleged attacks, and none of the incidents have 
been confirmed or reported by the official media. 

Three of the attempts were made in June and July on 
an obscure Chinese monument dedicated to road 
builders in the western suburbs of Lhasa. The first 
attempt was on 25 June, according to the US-based 
organisation International Campaign for Tibet, and failed 
to detonate. The two other bombs exploded on or 
around 2nd and 18th July, but caused only slight 
damage to the obelisk. "The only damage we could see 


was two tiles on the ground, and what might have been 
a scorch mark on one side of the monument," said a 
German tourist who was detained for a day on 3 July 
for trying to take photographs of the monument, which 
includes an inscribed message from the former Chinese 
leader Hu Yaobang. Some Tibetan sources say a person 
was killed in the third attempt. 

A well known Tibetan activist, Lobsang Choedrag, who 
has already served three prison sentences for political 
activities, was arrested on 5 or 7 July, reportedly on 
suspicion of involvement in the earlier explosion. 

Two separate sabotage attempts in August involved 
more strategic objectives, one at the West Lhasa 
Suburban Power Station and another at a fuel dump, 
also on the western outskirts of Lhasa. The bomb in the 
fuel dump detonated, according to well-placed sources, 
and local sources say that it killed a Chinese driver who 
worked there. 

The incidents follow warnings by the authorities in the 
official press in March 1995 of sabotage attempts by 
"forces working for national separatism ... with the 
support of some Western countries" in the run-up to the 
30th anniversary celebrations. The last reported 
sabotage attempts in Tibet were when three bombs 
were set off during the 20th Anniversary celebrations in 
1985, although none detonated effectively. 


Bomb Explodes outside Lhasa Party Headquarters 

TIN News Update/22 March, 1996 ISSN 1355-3313 

A bomb went off in Lhasa on Monday, the sixth 
reported explosion in the city in the last nine months, 
according to unofficial sources. 

The bomb went off at about 10pm on 18 March outside 
the main gates of the Tibet Headquarters of the 
Communist Party, which is in the same compound as 
the Regional Government headquarters. 

Government and Party officials have been to see the 
effects of the bombing, a source told TIN, but there is 
no information so far about the extent of damage or 
injury caused by the explosion. Previous bombs have 
been small, but unconfirmed reports claim they have led 
to several injuries or even deaths. 

"Life is continuing as normal," said one Tibetan 
contacted by phone in Lhasa, who said that he and 
others had stayed indoors when they heard the 
explosion on Monday night. "No-one went to have a 
look," he said, according to a report in the Hong Kong 
based newspaper the South China Morning Post. 
Looking at incidents is an offence in Tibet, and a 
German and an Austrian tourist were briefly detained by 
police last July after they took photographs of a 
monument the day after it had been damaged by a 
small bomb. 

The Party Headquarters is the first clearly political 
target in the current series of bombs in Tibet. The 
choice suggests that the bombers have progressed from 
attacking symbolic targets to hitting key centres of the 
Chinese administration in Tibet. 
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The first two bombs of 
the current series were 
aimed at a little known 
Chinese monument 
dedicated to road 
constructors, on the 
western edge of the 
city last July. In August 
or early September, 
around the time of 
celebrations to mark 
the 30th anniversary of 
the founding of the 
Tibet Autonomous 
Region, two more 
bombs were reportedly 
placed at a fuel depot 
and at an electricity 
supply station in 
western Lhasa, and in 
January this year a 
device was detonated 
in front of the house of 
the Tibetan lama who 
led the pro-Chinese 
faction in the dispute 
over the reincarnation 
of the Panchen Lama. 

So far no-one has 
claimed responsibility 
for any of the 
explosions, and there 
is no evidence to show 
that all the bombings were carried out by the same group. 
Some Tibetans even claim that a Chinese faction may 
have let off the bombs last July. 


Armed Police 
Upgraded as China 
Targets Saboteurs 

TIN News Update / 30th 
May, 1996 extract 

The Chinese 

authorities have 

promoted the leaders 
of the People's Armed 
Police in Tibet, in a 
move apparently 
designed to increase 
the status of the 
paramilitary units in 
Tibet. The units are 
expected to take a 
major role in the 
current campaign 
against the Tibetan 
independence 
movement, reflecting 
the prioritisation of 
sabotage as the main 
security threat in Tibet, 
and an ultimatum has 
been issued giving 
pro-independence 
activists and their 
associates 40 days to 
hand themselves in. 

The promotion of the 
leaders of Tibet Corps 
of the People’s Armed Police (PAP) was announced at a 
special meeting on 6 April, at which a joint proclamation 
from China's State Council and the Central Military 
Commission was read out to 300 of the top PAP officers. 


The Road Construction Monument south of the Norbulingka, site of at 
least two bombings in summer 1995. 


The Chinese authorities have not confirmed any reports of 
sabotage and on 29th February a newspaper report 
denounced a tourist who had claimed to have heard a 
bomb explode in Lhasa last September. Since January 
1995 Chinese newspapers have been warning against 
sabotage by the Dalai Lama's supporters. "The Dalai 
clique has constantly attempted to carry out sabotage 
activities [and therefore] the maintenance of stability has 
become an important task for the Tibetan people", said 
the Tibet Daily last December. On 6 March a Xinhua 
article for the first time accused the Dalai Lama personally 
of "sending terrorists to Tibet for sabotages [sic] at the 
instigation of his Western masters", but gave no further 
details. 

There have been few recent reports from foreign tourists 
in the area, most of whom seem to have been prevented 
from visiting Tibet during December and February, 
presumably in case of disturbances during the 
enthronement of China's approved Panchen Lama in 
Shigatse, or during the New Year celebrations last month. 
Tour companies in Nepal were told that no trips would be 
accepted during February, and a source today said there 
were still very few tourists in the city. 

At least three bombs were set off by Tibetans during the 
20th Anniversary of the Region in 1985, although none 
detonated effectively. 


The Tibet Corps Commander, Tan Huasheng, was 
accorded the military rank of Deputy Army Commander, 
and his three deputies were given the military rank of 
divisional commanders. Three deputy political 
commissars and the heads of the Corps' political and 
logistics departments were also accorded the same rank. 
Two of the nine officers given these promotions were 
Tibetan - Phurbu Tsering, a deputy political commissar, 
and a deputy corps commanders named Gajin. 

PAP units are usually ranked at least one level below their 
army equivalents, making a PAP corps normally on a par 
with an army division. Officers are often given promotions 
in areas such as Tibet where their work is seen as 
especially demanding, but the block promotion of the nine 
top officers has been read by some analysts as an 
indication that the size of the Tibet corps has been 
increased and may now be above division-level strength. 

A drive to enlarge the Tibet PAP was launched, on 
instructions from the Central Military Commission, after a 
grand parade of PAP troops and weaponry through the 
Tibetan capital in August 1994, described by Commander 
Tan at the time "as a new starting point" for the Tibet 
Corps. In February last year he announced plans to 
"further strengthen the building of Armed Police units 
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according to the instructions of the higher command 
[and to] constantly raise fighting capability." 

The latest promotions were followed on 6 May by the 
setting up of a new paramilitary training school in Tibet, 
known as the Lhasa Armed Police Command School, 
intended to train troops "to protect Tibet's social 
stability and fight the battle against splittism", 
according to the Tibet Daily, cited by the South China 
Morning Post on 1 9 May. 

The size of the national People's Armed Police, a 
paramilitary force formed in 1983 which is now under 
military rather than police control, was variously 
estimated at between 450,000 and 600,000 in the late 
1980s, and is believed to have been increased since 
then. The force deals with border control and provides 
supports for internal security but has been taking a 
growing responsibility for fighting independence 
movements in Xinjiang and Tibet. Its leader, Ba 
Zhongtan, is considered a close ally of China's Party 
Secretary Jiang Zemin, and the growing status of the 
force may be connected to Jiang's patronage. 

Security Priority Shifts to Sabotage 

The increase in the PAP’s status in Tibet coincides with 
a shift in security policy in the region, which has now 
made sabotage attacks by the pro-independence 
movement the main target for security operations. 
Throughout 1995 the main priority had been "fighting 
against splittists", the Chinese term for independence 
activists, as well as "protecting the unification of the 
motherland and stabilizing the situation in Tibet", which 
meant crushing small non-violent demonstrations and 
groups distributing pro-independence posters and 
publications by the exile Dalai Lama. 

A series of bombs in Lhasa in the last nine months has 
allowed the Chinese authorities to take a more 
aggressive approach to security in Tibet, similar to a 
western counter-terrorist operation, and may be linked 
to the growing strength of the PAP. Unofficial sources 
have reported at least seven bomb explosions in Lhasa 
since June last year, including one at the gates of the 
Regional Communist Party Headquarters in March, but 
no-one has claimed responsibility for the incidents. 

In the Tibet Daily of 11 May the Chinese authorities 
admitted for the first time that bombs have gone off in 
Lhasa, and blamed the exile Tibetan government for the 
explosions, without giving any details. "The Dalai clique 
has frantically pounced on us again, and has constantly 
carried out violent and terrorist sabotage activities," 
announced Raidi, the highest ranking Tibetan official in 
Lhasa, in a speech on 9 May. "Since the beginning of 
last year it has created many incidents of explosions 
and other incidents one after another," he said. 

On 20 May an announcement by the Chinese 
authorities went a step further, accusing the exiles of 
also planning assassinations. "Our main tasks are to 
resolutely crack down on cases of explosion and 
assassination committed by separatists," said the 
announcement, which again gave no details. 

"The allegations are totally baseless," said a spokesman 
for the exile Tibetan government today in London. "We 


are seeking to end the Tibetan issue through 
negotiation, and violence is not on the agenda,” he 
added. 

The new military-type approach means that all 
dissidents in Tibet are now liable to be treated as 
accessories to terrorist organisations and to suffer 
stiffer punishment even if they are not connected to the 
new bombing groups. 

Chinese politicians have always used the term 
"sabotage" to describe any speeches or activities by 
the Dalai Lama, but are now using the word in its 
normal sense to refer to terrorist-type incidents of 
violence. The latest documents include "beating, looting 
and smashing" - the standard Chinese phrase for 
damage caused by demonstrators - as a form of 
sabotage. 


Bombing In Sog County 

TIN News Update/26 December, 1996 

Summary: 

A Chinese- and a Muslim-owned shop in a northern 
Tibetan village were blown up in a nationalist protest 
earlier this year, according to a Tibetan from the area, 
where there have been several protests against Chinese 
and Muslim migrants since 1993. The current "Strike 
Hard" campaign against crime, which has so far led to 
at least 34 executions, is mainly targetted against 
bombings by pro-independence activists. 

The shop explosion took place in the village of Tsenden 
in Sog county, 340 km north of Lhasa in Nagchu 
prefecture, in January this year. It has only now been 
reported by a Tibetan monk, who has claimed 
responsibility for the attack, which he describes as a 
"contribution towards the restoration of our freedom". 

"The suffering caused for Tibetans by reprisals for the 
bombing was greater than any damage it inflicted on 
the Chinese," the monk later admitted in an interview. 

The Sog county explosion is the third bombing incident 
known to have taken place this year in Tibet, following 
at least four such incidents last year, and the only one 
for which anyone has admitted responsibility. Although 
the Chinese authorities in Tibet say they have 
"cracked" 30 cases of bombing this year and have 
seized over 2,000 lbs of explosives since this summer, 
most of these cases would have been unrelated to 
political protests. Official claims that nationalist 
violence and bombings are widespread in Tibet have 
never been described in detail and appear to be 
exaggerated. 

The monk’s report, which describes increased military 
deployment in the Sog area and an increase in the 
number of Chinese officials, is supported by official 
accounts of the visit by Raidi, Tibet's most senior 
Tibetan party leader, to the Sog area from 11-20 June 
this year, when he indicated that unrest was still 
prevalent in the region. 

Details: 

"On the whole the situation in Sog county is stable, but 
some problems exist," Raidi told military and police 
leaders of the area, according to an unusually frank 
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Tibet TV broadcast on 24 June. The Sog county 
authorities "should show concern for the building of 
military and armed police units and help them solve 
some existing practical difficulties ... and resolutely 
crack down on the sabotage activities of the 
separatists," he added. 

Raidi confirmed that more Chinese officials have been 
sent to the area and called openly on Tibetan cadres to 
improve relations with the incoming Chinese. "Many 
cadres of the Han nationality have just arrived. They 
need some time before they are accustomed to the life, 
language and environment here. Cadres of the Tibetan 
nationality should take more initiative to show concern 
for them and give them more assistance... We must 
never give the separatists any opportunity they could 
seize," said Raidi, who was born in the Nagchu area. 


Tibet "Strike Hard" Focus on Political Protest 

The incident goes some way towards explaining why 
the Chinese authorities in Tibet have turned a China¬ 
wide drive against crime, known as the "Strike Hard" 
campaign, into a struggle against bombings allegedly by 
pro-independence groups. In inland China the Strike 
Hard campaign is directed at common crimes, such as 
murder, rape, and gun-running, and does not explicitly 
target political offenders. 

"In this region there is a special need to place the 
struggle against splitting activities and sabotage by 
separatists in the first place," said the Tibet Daily in a 
front page article on 6 August. "In carrying out our 
strike-hard struggle, we always insist on giving priority 
to the anti-splittism struggle and take the task of 
cracking cases involving explosions committed by 
separatists as the most important part of the "strike- 
hard" work," Gyaltsen Norbu, Governor of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region, announced on Tibet TV on 14 
August, according to the BBC Monitoring Service. 

In the first month of the campaign the Tibet authorities 
seized 34 guns and 3,724 rounds of ammunition, 
according to the Procuratorial Daily in early June. By 20 
July they had solved over 30 "bombing cases", and 
seized 925 kg (2,039 lb) of explosives, 2,008 
detonators and 465 metres (1,525 ft) of fuse wire, 
according to the Tibet Daily, cited in a Reuters report on 
1 5 September. Other reports indicate that these cases 
involved the recovery of road-blasting equipment or 
hunting weapons which had been stolen for non-political 
reasons. 

Officials have said that there have been executions 
related to bombing incidents, but have given no details. 
"When reviewing cases that have been given verdicts, 
we have noticed that all the criminals who have 
received death sentences have been killers, robbers, 
bombing related culprits, major thieves or rapists," said 
Bai Zhao, president of the Tibet Regional Higher Court, 
according to the 17th June edition of Tibet Daily. "If we 
did not kill them, the people would be dissatisfied and 
angry," he said, adding that the authorities had met 
with "success in capturing terrorists" but giving no 
details. [...] 


Reasons for Bombing 

The bomb in Sog county last January slightly damaged 
two shops but caused no injuries, according to the 
monk, who provided TIN with full details of his name 
and personal history. The monk comes from Tsenden, a 
village on the outskirts of the town of Sog Dzong, the 
administrative seat of Sog county. 

The explosion, which was set off at 4.30 in the 
morning of 13 January, was a protest against China's 
rejection of the child popularly recognised as the 
reincarnation of the Panchen Lama and other religious 
policies, which in the Sog area apparently included 
burning pictures of the exiled Dalai Lama, according to 
the bomber. 

"The Chinese, who do not have any faith in Karma [the 
laws of cause and effect, or morality], are burning the 
portraits of the Dalai Lama," said the monk in a written 
statement confessing to the crime. "They are forcing us 
to accept the Panchen Lama who has been selected by 
them. If we accept some other reincarnation, the 
Chinese threaten us with arrest," added the monk, who 
is in his 20s. 

The monk was also protesting against new regulations 
reducing the number of monks and nuns, and against 
the presence of Chinese informers within his 
monastery. "Chinese spies are running around in our 
monastery day and night," he writes. 

In his confession he complains about increased military 
deployment in the area, and about environmental 
damage allegedly caused by Chinese migrants. "The 
Chinese who had been living there since a long time say 
that they are the protectors of the environment. In 
reality they are cutting down trees, destroying the 
forest and killing the wild life," he alleges. "Basically," 
the monk told TIN, "I did it out of desperation." 

The attack was also motivated by racial animosity 
towards Hui or Chinese Muslims and one of the two 
shops attacked by the bombers was owned by a Hui 
trader. "The third reason why I bombed the shop was 
because a Hui man had insulted the Tibetans," said the 
monk. 

Hui migrants have recently taken advantage of China's 
economic relaxation to operate as migrant traders in 
nomadic areas of northern Tibet, including Sog county, 
which is close to the border of Qinghai province. 
Previous accounts received from Tibetans in Lhasa and 
Sog county have accused Hui migrants of attempting to 
poison Tibetans by polluting food supplies with urine, of 
stealing blood from animals and people, of using 
counterfeit money, and of attempting to buy lice and 
body dirt from Tibetans. In February 1995 a large 
crowd ransacked a Hui restaurant in Lhasa after 
rumours that a customer had found a human finger in 
their food. 

The Sog county bombing appears to have been a 
personal initiative by the monk, who built the bomb 
from explosives used for road-construction. He had 
learnt how to make the device when he had been sent 
to work on stone-breaking as part of local communal 
labour projects. 
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After the incident about 30 local Tibetans suspected of 
being anti-Chinese, including the monk, had been 
questioned by police, who announced that the 
perpetrators would be executed if identified. The monk 
was able to escape shortly afterwards when Chinese 
officials left their posts in Sog county to return home 
for the Chinese New Year, but says that many people 
were detained for a short period when it was 
discovered that he had fled. 

After the bombing, grain sales were suspended in a 
nearby area, allegedly as a reprisal for the explosion, 
according to the monk. "Since 1993 the Chinese have 
gradually been reducing the sale of grain but after the 
incident they stopped selling grain," the monk said. 
"People had to go to Nagchu [about 200 km west of 
Sog Dzong] to buy grain and only those with sufficient 
means could make it there. The others had to go 
hungry." 

The use of violence appears to contradict 
recommendations by the exile Tibetan leader, the Dalai 
Lama, who has said he would resign if his followers 
give up pacifism. The monk, who comes from a 
monastery that is supporting the Dalai Lama in a current 
sectarian dispute over the worship of a deity called 
Shugden, expressed strong support for the exiled 
leader. 80% of Tibetans in his area were "very 
patriotic" and many had approved of the bombing, he 
claimed. 

There has been recurrent unrest in Sog county over the 
last three years, with local people involved in incidents 
of stoning Chinese shops and putting up wall posters 
calling for Tibetan independence. In July 1993 unrest 
erupted in the town Sog Dzong after the authorities 
refused to prosecute ten Chinese who had been 
detained and handed over to the local court by Tibetans 
from Trido and Yang-nge villages, who had apparently 
accused the Chinese of poaching or damaging cattle. In 
Yagla, a group of villages 85 km south east of Sog 
Dzong, all the Chinese migrants were evicted from the 
area by locals. 

Eighteen Chinese-owned shops were damaged by 
protestors in Sog Dzong during the 1993 protests, 
described by the official paper Tibet Daily 18 months 
later as a "serious incident of violence" carried out by 
"national separatists". Between 50 and 60 Tibetans 
were detained for the involvement in 1 993 incidents or 
for putting up pro-independence posters, according to 
unofficial reports. 

Three of the detainees are widely reported to have been 
tortured in custody - a 20-year old Tibetan called Nyiga, 
sentenced to 2 years from 1993, described as 
"severely tortured"; Tashi Norden, arrested in 1993 for 
having a video of the Dalai Lama and said to have been 
blinded in one eye after two months in Nagchu prison in 
1993; and a schoolteacher called Kunchog Tenzin, 
arrested in February 1995, said to be disfigured after a 
period in prison in Nagchu. 

After the 1993 incidents a military camp was 
established in 1994 outside the town of Sog Dzong, 
reportedly housing several hundred soldiers, and a 
number of Tibetan officials in the region were replaced 
by Chinese, as indicated by Raidi's speech during his 


visit in June. About a year after the 1993 incidents 
many of the Hui and Chinese traders returned to their 
area, reportedly as a result of the authorities opening 
the new military camp and undertaking to provide extra 
protection for them. 

Sog county has a long history of anti-Chinese 
resistance, and there were guerilla groups operating 
there until at least 1968. In 1982 one local source 
reported that there were no surviving males over the 
age of 50 in the area, but this could not be confirmed. 

Previous Bombs 

The other two explosions known to have taken place 
this year were on 18 January, when the Lhasa house of 
a pro-Chinese lama called Sengchen was damaged, and 
on 18 March when a bomb exploded outside the main 
gates of the regional Party Headquarters in Lhasa. 

The first of the current series of political bombings was 
in June 1 995, in the run-up to official celebrations of 
the 30th anniversary of the founding of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region, but the Tibet authorities did not 
admit to any explosions in Tibet until the launching of 
the Strike Hard campaign. 

"The Dalai clique, following the failure of a series of 
plots to separate the motherland, is at an impasse, has 
frantically pounced on us again, and has continually 
carried out violent and terrorist activities. Since the 
beginning of last year it has created many incidents of 
explosions, and other incidents one after another," said 
the Tibet Daily on 11 May, the first known press 
reference to bombings. 

In September 1 995 a New Zealand tourist in Lhasa was 
accused of "premeditatingly spreading a lie" and 
"undermining state security" for alleging in a fax to his 
home that a bomb had gone off in Lhasa. "These 
people's tricks, however, are none too clever. Slander 
and distortion can only fool people for a time," Xinhua 
said of the incident. "Spreading political rumours has 
been one of the Dalai's important magic weapons he 
cannot live without for a moment," commented the 
agency on 1 April 1996. 

In the last year Tibetan nationalists have been 
frequently accused by the Chinese press of sabotage, 
but the term is defined widely in China and now 
officially includes "making up a story, distorting facts, 
publishing or disseminating writings or speeches, or 
producing and disseminating audio and video products 
... creating ethnic disputes, or instigating ethnic 
separation," according to the implementation 
regulations of China's State Security Law. The law was 
passed in 1993 apparently to allow political cases to be 
dealt with under criminal legislation rather than counter¬ 
revolutionary laws, which have been widely criticised. 

When referring to violent incidents of political 
disruption, the official press in Tibet now uses terms 
such as "active sabotage activities created by 
separatists", a category which includes "bombings, 
murder, beating people, smashing property, and looting 
and arson", according to the Tibet Daily on 17 June. It 
elsewhere includes assassinations amongst splittist 
sabotage activities. 



TIN News Review No. 25: Reports from Tibet 1996 


page 16 



Striped tarpaulins draped over the badly damaged gatehouse of the Lhasa City Metropolitan (Inner City) District Government 
Offices on the morning of December 25th 1996 


Major Bomb Blast in Lhasa 

TIN News Update / 28 December, 1996 

A large explosive device went off in Lhasa in the early 
hours of 25th December, damaging neighbouring hotels 
and shaking buildings up to at least half a mile away, 
according to eyewitness accounts from the Tibetan 
capital. 

The blast was later confirmed by a broadcast on Tibet 
Radio, monitored by the BBC Monitoring Service, which 
described the incident as "yet another 
counterrevolutionary bombing staged by the Dalai clique 
in Lhasa City", calling it "a serious counterrevolutionary 
political incident and an appalling act of terrorism." 

It is the first time the authorities have admitted to a 
specific instance of sabotage or bombing in Tibet, and the 
scale of the blast would have made it impractical to 
conceal. 

The bomb was detonated at just after 1.30 in the morning 
of Christmas Day outside the front gate of the offices of 
the Lhasa City Metropolitan District, called the Lasa 
Chengguanqu in Chinese. The Chengguanqu Offices are 
situated in a road called Dekyi Shar lam, the main 
shopping thoroughfare delineating the northern edge of 
the old city of Lhasa. 


Five people are reported to have been injured by the 
blast, some of them seriously, and have been taken to 
hospital, according to unofficial reports. At least two of the 
injured were night-watchmen at the Chengguanqu office 
and the others are believed to have been Chinese 
shopkeepers living nearby. 

The bomb, the third to go off in Lhasa this year, is much 
larger than any previous sabotage attempt and reportedly 
involved relatively sophisticated technical expertise. The 
bomb was detonated by a remote controlled device, 
according to a TIN source, making it unlike bombs based 
on road-blasting equipment, which are common in China 
and have been used in Tibet. 

Almost all windows within a 100 metre radius are said to 
have been blown out and the Banakshol and the Gang- 
gyen Hotels, which face the Chengguangqu Office gates, 
are said to have been badly affected and may have 
suffered structural damage, according to initial but 
unconfirmed reports. A branch of the Bank of China, 
underneath the Gang-gyen Hotel, is said to have been 
badly damaged. 

The blast was felt some distance away. ”1 was asleep in 
bed half a kilometre from the bomb but when it went off 
the walls of my room shook,” said one Lhasa resident, 
who asked not to be named after being contacted by 
phone. 
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The bomb caused severe damage to the upper floor of 
the Chengguanqu offices, which administer the urban 
area of Lhasa and some neighbouring farming areas. 
Some sources claim that part of the building is also 
used as a base for covert operations in the city, and 
that these could have been the bombers' target. The 
story can not be confirmed, but tourists have reported 
seeing plainclothes agents gathering at the office gates 
before going out on patrol. The Headquarters of the 
Chengguanqu Public Security are situated immediately 
behind the Chengguanqu offices, and are unlikely to 
have been damaged by the blast. 

Although police and a crowd of bystanders arrived on 
the scene within meetings there was little co-ordinated 
response by the security services for the first 12 hours, 
suggesting that the authorities were taken by surprise 
by the incident. Debris and broken glass had still not 
been cleared by midday on 25 December and vehicles 
were still able to leave the city unhindered that day. By 
the morning of 26 December vehicles were being 
stopped from leaving the city and at least six 
checkpoints had been established on the road to 
Shigatse, Tibet's second city. 

All hotels were visited by police on 25th December and 
Tibetan guests were questioned, with particular interest 
being shown in exile Tibetans visiting from India, 
according to one report. 

On the night of 25-26 December, 18 hours after the 
blast, police and officials carried out house to house 
investigations throughout the old city or Tibetan quarter 
of Lhasa, reportedly asking all younger male residents 
where they had been at the time of the blast. The 
questioners also asked them what they thought of the 
bombing, and whether they expected similar incidents 
in the future. 

At a high-level meeting in Lhasa on 27 December, 
apparently specially convened to rally support against 
the bombing, Tibetan cadres condemned the incident as 
an act of terrorism staged by "the Dalai clique", China’s 
term for the exile Tibetan government based in northern 
India. The officials announced the beginning of a 
"campaign across Tibet to thoroughly expose and 
criticize the Dalai clique ... and strengthen preventive 
measures so as to keep the situation stable", according 
to Tibet Radio. The broadcast did not list any senior 
Chinese figures as attending the meeting, suggesting 
that Tibetan party members are being given prime 
responsibility for organising political support against the 
sabotage incidents. 

The broadcast for the first time compared the bombing 
to terrorist incidents elsewhere in the world, which it 
noted are condemned by "all countries and ethnic 
groups across the world". 

"It fully demonstrates that the Dalai clique has cast off 
its previously so-called peaceful disguise to openly 
oppose the people of Tibet and has reached a point 
when it puts up a last-ditch struggle," said the 
broadcast, quoting Gyatso, one of the executive vice- 
chairmen of the Tibet Autonomous Region. 

The authorities attributed the blast to the "Dalai clique" 
although there is no evidence so far of any involvement 


by the exile government in such activities. A number of 
small splinter groups amongst the exile Tibetan 
community, as well as individuals inside Tibet, have 
shown interest in planning or training for sabotage or 
violent conflict. The severity of the incident will 
nevertheless damage claims by the Dalai Lama that his 
movement is non-violent. 

Similar splinter groups tried to sabotage the 20th 
anniversary celebration of the founding of the Region in 
1985, and to assassinate the then Party Secretary in 

I 986, but their attempts were unsuccessful. If staged 
by a Tibetan pro-independence group, the Christmas 
Day bombing suggests that Tibetan nationalists have 
succeeded in obtaining sufficient know-how and funding 
to stage a major incident probably for the first time 
since the ending of the guerilla war in 1974. 

Two previous bombs have been set off in Lhasa this 
year, one on 18th March outside the headquarters of 
the Tibet Autonomous Region, which adjoins the 
Communist Party Headquarters, and the other on 18 
January outside the home of Sengchen Lobsang 
Gyaltsen, a lama who has given prominent support to 
the Chinese authorities in the recent dispute over the 
Panchen Lama succession. No-one has so far publicly 
claimed responsibility for the two incidents. 

Chinese Press Reports on Sabotage 

28 January: China has denied media reports that a 
bomb exploded at the Lhasa home of Sengchen 
Lobsang Gyaltsen, the monastery leader who led 
support for the boy chosen by China as reincarnation of 
the Panchen Lama, reported the Press Trust of India. 
Media reports quoting western tourists said the bomb 
went off on the night of 18 January. 

20 March: The drive against sabotage is the main 
target for the next five years, according to Tibet Daily. 
"The region's general objectives in public security in the 
next five years are to resolutely deal with disturbances 
and trouble making incidents of sabotage," Zi Cheng 
[Tsultrim], TAR Party Standing Committee member and 
director of the regional public security department, was 
quoted as saying. He was addressing the 19th regional 
public security conference. (SWB 18 April) 

II May: Tibet Daily reported that the Dalai Lama's 
followers were responsible for terrorist activities. "The 
Dalai clique, following the failure of a series of plots to 
separate the motherland, is at an impasse, has 
frantically pounced on us again, and has continually 
carried out violent and terrorist activities. Since the 
beginning of last year it has created many incidents of 
explosions, and other incidents one after another," said 
the paper. 

17 June: Courts are told to use severe punishment 
during the "strike hard" campaign especially for 
sabotage offences. "The courts of various levels in our 
region must, when trying cases, make full use of the 
penalty for criminal offences in order to severely crack 
down on active sabotage activities - such as bombings, 
murder, beating people, smashing property, and looting 
and arson - created by separatists; severely crack down 
on violent crimes involving murder, robbery, rape and 
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guns," said the president of the Tibet Regional Court Bai 
Zhao, according to an article in Tibet Daily. 

15 August: Gyaltsen Norbu said in Tibet Daily that 
bombs by separatist groups were the main target for 
the "strike hard" campaign, and claimed successes in 
defeating these groups. "We have regarded the cracking 
of explosion cases created by the separatist elements 
as the focus of focuses in the strike hard struggle and 
have effectively and in good time handled various kinds 
of separatist and trouble making incidents created by a 
small number of separatist elements," he said. (SWB 20 
August) 

16 September: Lozong Namgyai [Lobsang Namgyal], 
deputy secretary of the Qamdo [Chamdo] prefectural 
party committee, said that all levels of party 
committees and government should "deal severe blows 
at sabotage by splittist forces; seize arms, ammunition 
and explosives, [and] exercise stricter management over 
guns and ammunition," according to Tibet TV. He was 
speaking at the Qamdo [Chamdo] prefectoral 
conference on the strike-hard struggle and 
comprehensive management over social order. (SWB 19 
September) 

29 November: The authorities repeat accusations that 
the Dalai Lama's followers had tried to sabotage the 
search for the Panchen Lama. "The Dalai clique had 
exerted great efforts to obstruct and sabotage the 
normal work of the search for the soul boy candidates," 
said Pingla [phonetic], the executive deputy chairman of 
the Democratic Management Committee of Tashilhunpo 
monastery, according to Tibet TV. (SWB 2 December) 

27 December: The authorities accuse the Dalai clique of 
responsibility for the 25th December bombing in Lhasa. 
"Unwilling to accept its failure, the Dalai clique 
organised and staged another counter-revolutionary 
bombing in Lhasa city," Gyamco [Gyatso], executive 
vice-chairman of the TAR government, told a meeting 
of cadres, according to Tibet TV. "It fully demonstrates 
that the Dalai clique has cast off its previously so-called 
peaceful disguise to openly oppose the people of Tibet 
and has reached a point where it puts up a last-ditch 
struggle," he added. 

Sabotage - Xinjiang 

29 April: Nine people armed with guns and home made 
bombs were killed by police in Kuqu district, according 
to the International Herald Tribune, citing western news 
agencies. 1,700 suspected terrorists, separatists and 
criminals were reported to be detained over a six-day 
operation. A circular from Xinjiang's People's Armed 
Police was quoted as saying "Xinjiang’s quick reaction 
forces must be fully staffed, and those troops who are 
on duty must have small teams to deal with emergency 
situations and bomb-disposal squads." ( Herald Tribune 

30 May) 

13 May: An urgent telephone meeting of the regional 
party committee was held to make a crack down on 
serious violent terrorist activities the main aim of 
security operations, according to Xinjiang Daily. Li 
Fengzi, standing committee member and secretary of 
the political and legal commission of the regional party 
committee, said party and government leaders must 


"regard preventing hostile elements from carrying out 
violent terrorist activities again as the most important 
task in maintaining stability at present." (SWB 31 May) 

28 May: Pro-independence supporters in Xinjiang 
assassinated Akenmu Sidike, a leading Mullah and pro¬ 
government leader, according to the International Herald 
Tribune, citing agencies. According to the report, 
Chinese officials said that a further six or seven people 
had been killed, including an advisor and two policemen, 
and four people had been wounded as a result of 
"splittist" action. (Herald Tribune 28 May) 

25 August: According to Radio Australia, 20 people 
were arrested for a sabotage attack on two military 
vehicles in Urumqi earlier this year. The report also 
stated that the leader of a Muslim separatist group in 
exile in Kazakhstan, Yusepbek Moklisi, claimed that 
about 50 bomb attacks had been carried out since late 
July in Xinjiang. (SWB 26 August) 

7 October: According to Xinjiang Daily, "criminal gangs 
who have seriously threatened social order have been 
wiped out. Public security organs in Aksu, Urumqi, 
Turpan, Bayingolin Mongol Autonomous Prefecture, 
Kashi Prefecture, Hi Kazak Autonomous prefecture, ... 
destroyed a number of criminal gangs and arrested over 
100 gang members who had committed a series of 
serious crimes including the use of explosives, homicide 
and robbery." (2 November) 

31 January 1997: Eight defendants accused of the ”13 
February explosion case" went to trial, according to 
Xinjiang Daily. One man, Maimaiti Wubulihashengmu, 
was executed. Another defendant received a suspended 
death sentence as a concession for confessing his 
crimes. The article reported that the men "blew up a 
vehicle parked in front of the Xinjiang Military District 
Teachers Training Centre on Donghuan Road in Urumqi 
City. During the explosion, a jeep and the building's 
glass windows were seriously damaged, resulting in 
369,000 yuan in direct economic losses. The two 
defendants had committed other robberies and thefts 
before." Six other people received prison sentences of 
twenty years or less. (SWB 12 February 1997) 

12-25 February 1997: A number of bombs were 
reported to have detonated in Xinjiang. Ping Kuo Jih Pao 
reported that a bomb had exploded on a bus on 12 
February. Kyoto reported that Xinjiang officials said that 
three bombs went off on buses on 25 February, the last 
day for official mourning for deceased leader Deng 
Xiaoping. Independent sources reported that four people 
were killed. Television reports in Hong Kong reported 
another bomb on Saturday 1 February at a meeting of 
police officials, and a kamikaze bombing act was 
reported by Russian Television (SWB 18, 27 February & 
4 March 1997) 

8 March 1997: According to reports from Taipei, a 
Xinjiang dissident organisation in Kazakhstan claimed 
responsibility for a bus bomb explosion on 7 February. 
Independent reports say that two people died in the 
attack. China News Agency reported that several 
people were injured in the explosion. This report also 
referred to an earlier car bomb on 5 March in Beijing's 
Chaoyang district. (SWB 10, 11 March) 
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Security & "Strike Hard" 

Security operations in Tibet increased in intensity and sophistication in 1996. The authorities used 
the opportunities provided by China-wide political campaigns to upgrade drives against Tibetan 
dissidents: the "Strike Hard" drive was aimed in China at common crime but in Tibet was used to 
pursue pro-independence activists and especially bombers; the "Spiritual Civilisation" campaign, 
which began in the summer, was preceded in Tibet by a ban on the public display of Dalai Lama 
photographs and by a purge of monks in major monasteries. China's gradual replacement of the 
charge of counter-revolution with state security crimes was demonstrated in Tibet by the 
energetic use of the newly strengthened State Security laws. 

Two political cases were publicised by the Chinese in Tibet in 1996, both apparently intended to 
demonstrate the importance of state security and especially the need not to reveal information to 
outsiders. One case involved a New Zealand tourist detained by State Security police and expelled 
for sending a fax that "distorted the facts" from his Lhasa hotel to his wife, and the other involved 
the exile musician Ngawang Choephel, who was given an 18 year sentence in December for trying 
to collect information. The Chinese did not produce any evidence to disprove the musician's claim 
that he had been studying traditional dance and music in Tibet. The only other political cases 
admitted by the Chinese in 1996 were those of five Tibetans in Shigatse, including a woman, but 
there is no information about what they were doing. 

From early May there were increased restrictions on individual travellers in Tibet, especially those 
coming from Nepal, and in June a folk festival in Gyantse was cancelled, apparently to avoid 
unrest. Security efforts focussed on stopping the transport of "reactionary" materials in or out of 
Tibet, and in August the authorities announced the setting up of a new border security force to 
intercept people smuggling forbidden literature. 

Tourist Denounced for "Bomb" Fax from Lhasa 

TIN News Update/21 March, 1996 

A New Zealand tourist has been accused by the 
Chinese authorities of trying to overthrow the Chinese 
government because of a message he sent by fax to his 
wife. 

The official newspaper Tibet Daily says that Guy 
Cotter, a mountaineer from New Zealand, had tried "to 
subvert the government, split the country and 
overthrow the socialist system" because he sent a fax 
last September in which he mentioned that he had 
heard a bomb explode near his hotel, the Lhasa Holiday 
Inn. The fax was sent from the hotel but was 
intercepted electronically by the Chinese police. 

Mr Cotter was cited as an example of how "distorting 
facts and spreading rumours to confuse people and 
jeopardize our state security are customary tactics used 
by Western anti-China forces." The incident was 
described in the 29 February edition of Tibet Daily in an 
article marking the third anniversary of the promulgation 
of new State Security laws in Tibet. 

The 1993 laws prohibited "various sabotage activities" 
which promote divisions between nationalities, including 
"making up a story, distorting facts, publishing or 
disseminating writings or speeches, or producing and 
disseminating audio and video products." They also 
specified that foreigners are liable to the same laws. 

"It was just a note home to his missus," said a friend 
who was with Cotter when he sent his fax last 
September. "They over-reacted in the extreme to 
something that was totally innocent. He sent the note 
by fax because he thought it would probably not get 
there in the mail." 


Cotter, who is currently on a mountaineering expedition 
in New Zealand, could not be reached for comment. 
Aged 34, Cotter, who comes from Wannaka, is 
regarded as one of the top mountain guides in New 
Zealand and has climbed Everest, but was on his first 
trip to Tibet when the incident happened. He had 
arrived in Lhasa on 2 September 1 995 as a guide for a 
group of New Zealand tourists on an approved trip to 
climb Mount Cho-yu, but he was arrested the next day 
and was held in detention for a week before being 
expelled from the country. 

"He was out walking on the street the first evening and 
he heard a loud explosion which he assumed was a 
bomb, and he saw emergency vehicles racing in the 
direction of the noise," said his travelling companion, 
who asked not to be named. "The ironic thing is he 
decided he had better not get involved in any trouble 
and walked away, back to the hotel." 

Cotter sent the note to his wife the next evening, his 
last chance to use an international phone line before his 
party left for the mountains the next morning. "We 
were a bunch of climbers going in there, he was writing 
a letter saying, here, darling, this is what we are up to." 
said his friend. "I was there when he sent the fax, and 
no-one took a copy of it. The Chinese must have 
intercepted it electronically," he added. 

The tour group only realised that Cotter was missing as 
they were about to leave the next day. "We found that 
his room was locked, apparently from the inside. There 
was no answer, and the management said they could 
not unlock the door," said one of the group. Assuming 
that he was seriously ill, the New Zealanders were 
about to break the door down when the Holiday Inn 
management said that the police had taken Cotter nine 
hours earlier and had afterwards used special keys to 
double lock the room. 


T.I.N. - AN INDEPENDENT INFORMATION SERVICE 
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Cotter later told his friends that he had been woken up 
at midnight to find about 10 police in his room, some of 
whom were armed. He had been prevented from 
making a phone call to his group leader and had been 
warned not to make any noise as he was escorted past 
their rooms, they said. 

The guide was held for 48 hours in the State Security 
interrogation facilities in northern Lhasa, where he was 
interrogated and video-filmed until he made a 
confession. "After having conclusive evidence in hand, 
a state security organ in Tibet summoned Guy Cotter 
for interrogation and solemnly pointed out that he had 
made up a story, distorted facts and spread a rumour, 
undermining the celebrations held for the 30th 
anniversary of the founding of the autonomous region 
and jeopardizing the state security of the PRC," said the 
newspaper. 

"He was not physically abused, but psychologically he 
was devastated," said his friend. "He knew that no-one 
knew where he was and he had no idea about what 
course of action they were going to take," added the 
friend, who was not told of Cotter's whereabouts. 

After giving "a written statement of repentance" Cotter 
was made to send a fax to his wife retracting his earlier 
letter and then put under house arrest for three days at 
the Holiday Inn. Early on 9 September, one week after 
he arrived in Tibet, Cotter was told that he was to be 
expelled and a few hours later was put on a plane to 
Nepal. 

The incident took place at a sensitive time for the 
Chinese, who had announced six months earlier that 
they expected attempts to sabotage the celebrations on 
1 September of the 30th anniversary of the founding of 
the Tibet Autonomous Region. A new parade square 
was constructed in front of the Potala Palace for the 
main celebrations, which foreigners were not allowed to 
attend. 

In his fax Cotter wrote that he heard a bomb explode in 
the new Potala Palace square, but there are no other 
reports of an explosion there. However, unofficial 
sources report that two bombs went off in other areas 
of Lhasa at about the time of the celebration, one at a 
fuel depot and one at a power station not far from 
Cotter's hotel. 

The Chinese decision to denounce a foreigner by name 
is unusual, as such statements are normally reserved 
for professional journalists or famous human rights 
activists such as Harry Wu, the Chinese American film¬ 
maker who was given a 15 year sentence last year 
before being expelled. 

Cotter was named alongside a British TV producer, 
Brian Woods, who helped make "Return to the Dying 
Rooms", a documentary shown on Channel 4, a British 
TV station, which accused the Chinese of maltreating 
children in orphanages in China. "Wu-zi visited China 
twice and secretly filmed abuse of orphans ... which did 
not conform to reality. He did so to distort facts and 
spread rumours in order to attack China," said the 
paper. 


It is not clear why Cotter was chosen for denunciation 
as an enemy of China, and his friends say he has no 
connection with any pro-Tibet or human rights groups. 
"He doesn't belong to any of that nonsense - he is a 
totally open minded guy," one of his colleagues said. 

The Tibet Daily accused Cotter of not behaving like a 
normal tourist. "He did not visit ancient Tibetan culture, 
temples and great mountains but walked to the square 
before the Potala Palace the same day," it says, 
although it goes on to describe events in the square that 
evening as relaxed: "a festive atmosphere prevailed in 
the square where people of various nationalities were 
singing and dancing." In fact none of the main temples 
in Lhasa can be approached from the Holiday Inn 
without going through the Potala square. Cotter's 
friends say that he had visited all the main Lhasa 
temples and tourist sites with them. 

At least five other westerners were detained in 1 995 in 
Lhasa for carrying letters from Tibetans, with two held 
for a week before expulsion, but these incidents seem 
to have been handled less aggressively by public 
security rather than state security officials. 

The article appears to have been designed to deter 
others from trying to collect news from Tibet. "Hostile 
forces and ethnic separatists abroad ... rack their brains 
to find ways to secretly send persons into our country 
to collect what they call "data" on "no human rights" 
and then to distort and exaggerate such "data" by every 
possible means," said the article, adding that "the tricks 
they have used are not so clever ... slanders and 
distortions can only hoodwink people for a short while." 

"We must not ignore rumours spread by hostile forces 
and ethnic separatists at home and abroad," said the 
paper, calling for "severe punishment of such acts". 

"Strike Hard" Campaign: Ultimatum Gives 40 Days 

TIN News Update/30th May, 1996 extract 

The police and the courts in Tibet have issued an 
ultimatum for Tibetan activists to turn themselves over 
to the authorities, believed to be the first such order 
since 1987. The proclamation, which was published in 
the Tibet newspapers on 21st May and broadcast on 
the radio the following day, told pro-independence 
activists and other criminals to hand themselves in by 
30th June. The announcement is part of the Tibet 
region's current drive against crime, known as the 
"Strike Hard". 

"After the publication of this public notice, those who 
refuse to surrender themselves to the law-enforcement 
authorities, run away or even continue to commit 
crimes will be punished in a more severe and prompt 
manner when they are apprehended and be punished in 
a relentless manner," said the order, according to the 
BBC's Monitoring Service. It offered reduction or 
exemption from punishment for those who confessed 
before the deadline, but only if they also "report and 
expose the crimes of other law offenders with good 
results." 

The ultimatum covered not just criminals on the run, but 
also anyone who helps them. "Those who connive at 
crimes and protect and hide criminals will be punished 
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together with criminals," it said, in what may be a 
reference to people who are hiding up to 400 monks 
from Ganden monastery, 40 km east of Lhasa, who fled 
police reprisals after a protest on 6th May. 

The order set out a "voluntary" obligation for all 
government employees and schoolchildren to act as 
informers. "All offices, institutions, schools, enterprises 
and other undertakings, neighbourhoods and mass 
organisations have the obligation and responsibility to 
voluntarily provide clues and proofs of crimes," it said, 
adding that any informers would be protected from 
retaliation. 

The order is addressed initially to the "small number of 
separatists [who] have engaged in violent activities 
such as blowing things up", but also includes 
murderers, rapists, arms-dealers, hooligans, 
pornographers, drug-traffickers and prostitutes. 


Firearms Crimes Up 50% 

The order is part of the "Strike Hard" campaign, a 
China-wide drive against serious crime, which is on the 
increase in China and Tibet. In 1995 murders in the 
Tibet Autonomous Region rose by 20 percent, robberies 
by 27 percent, rapes by 36 percent and crimes 
involving guns by 54 percent compared with 1994, 
according to an article in the Tibet Legal Daily cited by 
Reuters on 26 May. 

The three month campaign against crime launched in 
Tibet on 9 May listed "separatists" sabotage activities" 
above other forms of crime, and ordered officials "to 
deal a deadly blow at criminals" and "by no means to 
show mercy" towards "reactionaries and saboteurs". 

"There should be no compromise or accommodation 
whatsoever," said the Tibet Daily on 10 May. Parallel 
campaigns are under way throughout China, and are 
particularly severe in Xinjiang, where nine members of a 
forbidden Islamic group were killed in a gun battle last 
month. 

Two parades of convicted prisoners have already taken 
place in Lhasa this month, the latest at 9am on 21 May 
when 18 prisoners were taken on two trucks around 
the town. There are unconfirmed reports that three 
Tibetans were executed on 10th May for drug¬ 
trafficking and dealing in firearms. 


Tibetans in Shigatse Sentenced to Up to 5 Years 

TIN News Update/31 May, 1996 

Five Tibetans in Shigatse, Tibet's second city, have 
received sentences of up to five years in prison for 
calling for Tibetan independence, according to Tibet TV, 
the first official admission of a political trial in Tibet for 
nearly two years. The sentences were announced at a 
rally in a local sports stadium at which eight other 
people received the death sentence for murder or theft. 

The Tibetans sentenced to five years or less for political 
activity were named as Tsering Lhamo, Ngawang 
Kelsang, Buchung, Damchoe and Nyima Dondrup or 


Pema Dondrup. The announcement, broadcast on 27 
May, referred to a sixth person but gave no name. 

Tsering Lhamo, who was listed first and so probably 
received a five year sentence, is a woman, and the 
others are most likely to be men. No information was 
given about the prisoners except that they were 
"counter-revolutionaries who called and incited for 
Tibetan independence". 

Six Tibetans described as "premeditated murderers" 
were sentenced to death at the same rally, and can be 
assumed to have been executed a few hours later. Their 
names were given in Chinese but are believed to have 
been Tenzin, Dondrup, Wangchug, Nyima Gyalpo (or 
Pema Gyalpo), Dundul and Lobsang Dondrup, all of 
whom are men. Two others named as Peng Xiangdong 
and Bao Zita, who could be either Chinese or Tibetan, 
were sentenced to death for theft. Three other prisoners 
were given suspended death sentences and two 
received life sentences for murder or theft. 

The sentences were announced by the Shigatse 
Intermediate People's Court at a "verdict announcement 
rally" held "recently" at the sports stadium in the town 
in order "to deal a hard blow to various criminal 
elements, protect the people's lives and property, and 
genuinely maintain social stability," according to the 
announcement, which was monitored by the BBC. 

The announcement of the executions confirms that the 
campaign against crime, launched in Lhasa on 9 May, is 
being conducted throughout Tibet, as well as in China. 
Similar mass sentencing rallies are known to have been 
held in the Tibetan capital on 10 and 21 May, and the 
Chinese press reported that three Chinese and one 
Tibetan were executed for murder and robbery offences 
on 10 May. 

Bai Zhao, head of the Tibet Higher People's Court, told 
a news conference a few hours after the 10 May 
sentencing rally that the death sentence should be 
applied "resolutely" by the courts, and called on people 
to expose criminals so they become "like rats running 
across the street with nowhere to hide", according to 
the Tibet Daily the following day. 

The Shigatse announcement, which listed the six 
activists before the cases of murder and theft even 
though the activists' sentences were much lighter, 
supports earlier indications that political dissidents is 
the primary target for the anti-crime campaign in Tibet. 
Unlike recent propaganda from Lhasa, the statement 
from Shigatse did not accuse the activists of acts of 
violence. 

The last political trial to have been publicised by the 
authorities in Tibet was in July 1994 when five 
Tibetans in Chamdo, eastern Tibet, received sentences 
of between 12 and 15 years for putting up pro¬ 
independence posters. 

Most trials are known only from unofficial reports and 
often emerge over a year after the event. In one case 
which has only recently come to light four nuns from 
Retso nunnery in Nyemo county, 150 km west of 
Lhasa, were arrested in the Tibetan capital when they 
tried to stage a pro-independence demonstration on 14 
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February last year. The four women, believed to be 
named Tsering Choezom, Tseten Drolkar, Sanggyur 
Choedon, and Dekyi Yangzom received four year 
sentences. 

Update: Earlier reports that three Tibetans were executed after 
the sentencing rally on 10 May are not supported by Chinese 
newspapers, which say that three Chinese and a Tibetan 
named Lobsang Norbu were executed. 


Gyantse Festival Cancelled 

TIN News Update/24 June, 1996 

One of the main folk festivals in Tibet, usually promoted 
by the Chinese authorities as a tourist attraction, has 
been cancelled for the second year running, apparently 
in order to avoid potential unrest among Tibetans during 
the official installation of the Chinese-approved Panchen 
Lama in his monastery, according to tourists who had 
been scheduled to attend the event. 

Tourists returning this week from Gyantse, 264 km 
south west of Lhasa, reported that the Gyantse Horse 
Fair, a major gathering due to take place on 6 June, 
was cancelled at short notice. 

"We arrived to find that they had cancelled the fair, and 
we were told this was the second year that this had 
happened," said a British member of a tour group which 
had travelled from Lhasa to see the event. "People said 
it was because the authorities didn’t want large 
gatherings of Tibetans in one place," added the tourist, 
who asked not to be named. The tourists described a 
convoy of 16 military trucks with soldiers escorting 
large numbers of official cars from Shigatse to Gyantse, 
also on 6 June. 

The annual festival, which was first held in 1408, 
making it the oldest such event in Tibet, is usually 
encouraged by the Chinese authorities, unlike religious 
celebrations in the region. Earlier this century Gyantse 
was a trading post for the British in India as well as the 
site of a bloody battle in 1904 during which a British 
invading force slaughtered hundreds of Tibetans. 

The cancellation came towards the end of a week of 
official ceremonies in the neighbouring town of 
Shigatse, when scores of Chinese and Tibetan officials 
attended events praising a 6-year old child recognised 
by the Chinese authorities as the reincarnation of the 
Panchen Lama, a religious teacher who died in 1989 
and who was regarded by many Tibetans as their most 
senior leader after the exiled Dalai Lama. 

Fleets of limousines brought officials and military 
leaders to the Shigatse hotel to attend a reception for 
the parents of the Chinese-approved child on 6 June, 
according to tourists, who also described armed police 
patrols in the town. "We saw a platoon of about 50 
troops, jogging in formation along the main street, 
carrying rifles and riot gear," said a tourist, who asked 
not to be named. 

The ceremonies, which centred on the boy taking his 
first "rabjung" or vows as a novice monk on 1 June, 
seem to have been designed to show that the child 
recognised by China has been safely installed in his 
monastery at Tashilhunpo, despite major protests by 


monks there in July 1995 against Chinese interference 
in the succession process. During the week-long events 
in praise of the child, the Tibet Party Secretary made a 
rare visit to the monastery of Sakya where he accused 
the Dalai Lama of "ruining Tibet and Buddhism" and 
warned monks that the administration of their 
monastery "would be strengthened" unless they 
"cherish love for the country". 

Update: the Chinese authorities rejected this report, saying 
that the festival is usually not held until July or August. There 
is another festival held in late summer in Gyantse, but official 
calendars confirm that the Gyantse Horse Fair was due to 
begin on 3 or 4 June 1996. 


Increased Restrictions on Tourists in Tibet 

TIN News Update/5 August, 1996 

The authorities in Tibet have increased restrictions on 
individual travellers in Tibet, with at least ten travel 
offices closed down in the capital, a ban on individuals 
flying into the region, increased limits on foreigners 
using public transport, and in one town a ban on 
foreigners eating other than in government hotels. 

At least ten branch offices of the 42 travel companies 
in Lhasa were closed down on 4 June when police 
made a surprise raid on the agencies and ordered them 
to close down the same day, according to tourists who 
witnessed the incident. 

"There were two or three police in uniform who came in 
while we were there," said Susan Charwell, an 
American student who was in a travel office when the 
closure orders were issued. "They said to the staff, 
"you're closed, it's an order" and said they had the rest 
of the day to finish business," she added. 

The offices are still closed, according to travel 
companies in the capital who were not affected by the 
order. "There are over ten which have been closed 
down," said one travel agent contacted this week by 
phone in Lhasa. "There is no hope of them reopening." 

The offices which have been closed down had operated 
as if they were private or independent agencies, 
specialising in arranging permits for closed areas for 
individual travellers. In fact all travel companies in Tibet 
are owned by the government or the military and the 
"private" agencies were loosely run sub-branches or 
affiliates of official companies, often operating under 
their own names from small offices in "backpacker" 
hotels. 

A Tibetan travel operator whose office was amongst 
those closed down said that he and his colleagues had 
not broken any regulations, and that petitions to the 
local authorities asking them to reverse the closure 
orders had been rejected. "They say we have freedom 
but we can't even run a business here," commented the 
former operator, who asked not to be named. 

Two of the small agencies - Potala Travel and Traffic 
Travel - are said to have been exempted from the order, 
but the best known, the Lhasa branch of the China 
International Travel Service (Shigatse), an agency based 
at the Yak hotel, is amongst those that was closed 
down. 
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A variety of reasons have been given for the closures, 
including tax irregularities, price cutting and low 
standards of practice. "The small travel agencies which 
have been closed did not provide a good travel service 
and all the western tourists complained about them," 
said a spokesman for Tibet International Sports and 
Travel, a large government agency contacted by phone 
in Lhasa. 

Other observers say that the small agencies had been 
breaking regulations by arranging for tour groups to 
travel without guides, and said that the closures will 
make it easier for the authorities to regulate individual 
tourists, while at the same time keeping prices high. 
"While there are a lot of agencies, things are less 
expensive and people can go to a lot of places, but now 
prices will go up and it will be easier to restrict people," 
one Lhasa operator said, speaking off the record. 

The closures are follow immediately after protests in 
May at Ganden Monastery, 40 km east of Lhasa, a 
major tourist site, and are thought to be connected. A 
number of French tourists were detained and questioned 
after police discovered that a French tourist had taken 
photographs of the protests, and police trailed a tour 
group from California for several days across Tibet in 
the hope of finding video film one of them was believed 
to have taken of the incident. The group had been 
operating through a small travel agency, and its trip to 
the monastery had been unscheduled. 


Only Group Tourists Allowed on Planes 

The closures follow the imposition of new regulations 
on 11 May this year forbidding individual travellers from 
buying airtickets for flights from Kathmandu to Lhasa. 
The new rules require all air travellers to have visas 
issued or endorsed by the Chinese Embassy in Nepal, 
which gives them only to members of tour groups after 
they have been cleared by the authorities in Lhasa. The 
Embassy now issues visas which are valid only for the 
duration of the tour, apparently to deter foreigners from 
staying on in Tibet as individuals after their tour has 
finished. 

Tourists flying from Chengdu have faced similar 
restrictions for some years, but are less likely to have 
their visas limited to the duration of the tour. 

Theoretically it is now impossible to enter Tibet without 
a special permit or a group visa, but in fact foreigners in 
Nepal can still enter Tibet as individuals if they walk 
across the land border at Dram-mo, 110 km north-east 
of Kathmandu. However, since May this year they 
cannot leave the border town unless they obtain am 
"Alien Travel Permit" and travel as a group to Lhasa, a 
820 km trip that costs about US $100. 

The restrictions do not affect foreigners who remain in 
Lhasa but mean that in most cases foreigners cannot 
travel out of the capital except with special permits and 
in hired landcruisers with official drivers. 

Travel by public bus in Tibet is now believed to be 
possible without permits only on the road from Lhasa to 
Shigatse and on the road leading out of Tibet to Golmud 


in the neighbouring province of Qinghai. But travel going 
into Tibet on the same road from Golmud is strictly 
controlled. "The bus was stopped by police and 
searched five times from Golmud on the way to Lhasa," 
said Susan Charwell, who travelled by road from 
Qinghai in late June without a special permit. "I don't 
know what they were looking for, but at each 
checkpost the other people on the bus told me to get 
down and hide," added the 21 year old student from 
New York, who said two of the searches lasted over an 
hour. 

Although Tibet is sometimes described as open to 
tourists, officially only three towns - Lhasa, Shigatse 
and Nagchu, plus the roads linking them and the Nepal 
border post at Dram-mo - have ever been declared open. 

Since July 1995, however, Shigatse has been closed to 
individual tourists on several occasions, the latest 
occasion 28 May when a ceremony was held to mark 
the re-installation of the Chinese-appointed Panchen 
Lama at a monastery in the town. Restrictions on other 
popular tourist destinations, such as Tsethang, Samye 
and Gyantse, had rarely been enforced before last year. 

A more unexpected restriction emerged this week when 
tour groups returning from Tibet reported that Tsethang, 
the third most important town in central Tibet, 80 km 
southeast of Lhasa, is now forbidding foreigners from 
eating except in the two main hotels. 

"We were told we could eat only in the Tsethang Hotel 
or the Friendship Hotel, both owned by the government. 
If you go to other places they say they have received 
police notification that they will be fined if they serve 
tourists," said an American tour leader who returned 
this week from the area. 

China has always insisted that foreigners can sleep only 
in approved hotels or hostels, but restrictions on where 
foreigners eat are rare. 

The new restrictions follow politically sensitive periods 
last winter when almost all individuals were prevented 
from entering Tibet, namely all of December when the 
official Panchen Lama was enthroned, and the first 
three weeks of February during the Tibetan New Year 
festival, which was followed by major unrest in 1988 
and 1989. 

The constantly changing tourism regulations in Tibet 
may damage the tourism trade there, which was 
officially described three months ago as "a vital 
business which has increased Tibet's income and 
spurred the growth of many other economic sectors." In 
1995, the Tibet Autonomous Region received more 
than 30,000 overseas tourists, plus 20,000 Chinese 
visitors, and earned 11.3 million US dollars in foreign 
exchange, an 8% increase over the previous year. 

By the end of 1995 there were 108 businesses linked 
to the tourism industry, including 42 tourism agencies 
and 38 hotels with 2,570 rooms which are allowed to 
receive overseas, according to a Xinhua report on 12th 
April. 

"Mythical Tibetan Buddhism and exotic folk customs 
have helped create a multi-million dollar tourism 
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industry in Tibet," said the news agency. Real-life 
Buddhism however, remains sensitive, and last month a 
number of westerners who have become Buddhist 
monks or nuns reported that they were told they could 
not wearing their traditional maroon robes in public 
while visiting Tibet. 

Tourists returning from Lhasa this week estimated that 
individual travellers in the capital were down by 75% 
and that many hotel rooms were empty. Some reported 
another new trend - individual tourists from the US and 
Germany are being refused visa extensions because of 
the recent positions taken by their governments over 
the Tibet issue. 

Some travel operators in Lhasa announced last week 
that the minimum size of a tour group is to be raised to 
five, but the new regulation has not so far been 
confirmed by the Tibet Tourism authorities and could be 
an attempt to increase revenue. 


Leading Dissident Under House Arrest 

TIN News Update/9 November, 1996 v2 

The leading dissident in Tibet has been placed under 
effective house arrest, apparently as a punishment for 
speaking two years ago to a UN human rights team 
which visited Tibet. The head of the UN team, which 
monitors religious tolerance throughout the world, said 
today that close attention was being paid to the report. 

The news emerged following an official visit to Lhasa 
last week by three members of the European Parliament 
(MEPs) who were allowed a ten minute meeting with 
Yulo Dawa Tsering, a 68 year old Tibetan lama. The 
lama had been released from prison two years ago after 
a total of some 27 years behind bars. 

"He appeared to us be under some kind of restraint - he 
did not have the freedom to come or go," said Ms 
Bernie Malone, an Irish MEP who was in the team that 
met the monk. "They said he was on parole but during 
the meeting it appeared to us that this was not parole in 
our sense of the word. He was not the master of his 
own movements," she added. 

The report supports earlier unofficial accounts from 
Tibet that Yulo Dawa Tsering has been moved to 
accommodation in Lhasa which is guarded or regularly 
visited by police. 

It is the first time the monk, a former teacher of 
philosophy at the University of Tibet, has been seen by 
foreigners since November 1994, when he gave an on- 
the-record statement to M. Abdelfattah Amor, the UN's 
Special Rapporteur on Religious Intolerance during an 
official UN mission to China and Tibet to assess China's 
record on religious freedom. 

"The case of Mr Tsering is not one to which I am 
indifferent," M. Amor commented today, speaking from 
his home in Tunisia. "I will continue to examine 
questions of religions freedom wherever they arise, and 
especially in Tibet, and I will pay very close attention to 
this report," he added. 


Photographs Not Allowed 

Last week's meeting took place after intensive lobbying 
by the MEPs and amidst tight security. "They were 
trying to keep us from him, that's certain," said Ms 
Malone. "It was so difficult for us to see him and they 
just didn't want to let us, but in the end they gave in 
because we were very, very insistent and because we 
had built up a certain relationship by visiting at their 
invitation and as their guests." 

On the last day of their visit the three MEPs were driven 
without prior notification to an unnamed destination - a 
hotel in the western suburbs of Lhasa - and were 
allowed access to the building only after what was 
described as a "James Bond type security operation", 
apparently to make sure no locals had identified the 
venue or were following the visitors. 

The meeting was allowed on condition that the MEPs 
took no photographs of Yulo Rinpoche, as he is referred 
to by Tibetans, and the visitors were told they could 
speak to him for a maximum of 10 minutes. 

Unlike Yulo Rinpoche's 1994 meeting with the UN 
Human Rights team, the discussion with the three MEPs 
took place in front of officials and through two 
translators, one translating from Tibetan to Chinese and 
another from Chinese to English. A Tibetan-English 
translator was not provided. 

The MEPs reported that the monk looked reasonably 
well and said that he had described his present 
condition as being "better than those who are in 
prison". They said the situation was too strained to 
allow other matters to be raised with the monk. 

Ms Malone, a vice-president of the European 
Parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee, travelled to 
Tibet and China with Luigi Calajanni, an Italian MEP, and 
Joan Colom I Naval, a Spanish MEP. The delegation, 
which represented the Socialist group at the European 
Parliament, travelled as guests of the Chinese 
Communist Party and was received as a fraternal 
organisation entitled to greater access than a normal 
Parliamentary delegation. 

Yulo Dawa Tsering, formerly an abbot at Ganden 
Monastery, was the first Tibetan to be sentenced when 
the Tibetan independence movement re-emerged in 
1987. He was detained in December that year and 
given a 10 year sentence for having spoken about 
Tibetan independence at a meal with an Italian tourist 
six months earlier. 

On 4 November 1994, three weeks before the visit by 
the UN Human Rights team, he was released on parole 
by the Chinese authorities, who announced that he had 
"admitted his guilt and showed repentance" and had 
"pledged to support the Chinese Communist Party after 
rehabilitation in society". 

Later that month the Chinese authorities allowed M. 
Amor and his team from the UN to meet the the abbot, 
who told them of his "concern about the version of 
Tibet's history that is known to the international 
community," according to the report published by the 
UN team. The abbot's remark was probably a veiled 
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reference to Beijing's claim that Tibet is part of China. He 
also said that he had been arrested for "political reasons" 
and that he did not accept official statements that he had 
been released "for good conduct and recognition of his 
guilt". 

The European Parliament (EP) delegation did not say 
what action they would take as a result of their meeting 
last week but described the fact that it was allowed as "an 
act of goodwill on the part of the Chinese in the context of 
repression linked to activities in favour of independence," 
according to Mr Colajanni. 

The Socialist group at the EP hopes to open up a 
dialogue with Beijing in return for "tightening up 
procedures in the Parliament's procedure for human 


"There is a huge army population in Lhasa and a huge 
attendant flock of prostitutes," she commented. "It is true 
that the Chinese are putting money into restoration of the 
monasteries and that everything is in two languages, but I 
don't know if that is going to be enough," she said. 


Update: An informed source inside Tibet said that Yulo Rinpoche 
was not under formal house arrest but under close surveillance and 
unspecified restrictions. "There are people who watch him all the time 
and he can't go far away from his home," said the source, who asked 
not to be named. 



c> i&au jc. 5 ? ja. j*. * a. ^rz.**m ^ ' , V:: a<- 


Three unnamed men who are handcuffed and being held by armed police in Kongpo during or 
after a sentencing rally in October 1996. The caption reads "the net of the law is cast wide but it 
lets nothing through. Recently, the People's Court in Gongbujiangda [Kongpo Gyamda] County 
held a public sentencing rally, and publicly pronounced sentence on a group of criminals whose 
crimes were heinous and caused harm to the "two civilisations", thereby purifying the social 
atmosphere to the loud applause of the masses." (Tibet Daily (Chinese Language Edition), 15 
October 1996, page 2. Photographer: Wang Changjiang 


rights", a reference to the Socialist MEPs' plan to limit the 
frequency with which members of other parties can place 
urgent resolutions criticising China's human rights record, 
according to Ms. Malone. 

Ms Malone would not comment directly on China's human 
rights record on the grounds that human rights were 
difficult to define in the area because of "different stages 
of development and poverty". 

"A lot of the wingeing that goes on by the people who are 
pro-Dalai Lama is ill informed and they just take one side 
and run with it", she said after her two day visit. She said 
she was struck by the ugliness of the city of Lhasa, which 
is undergoing a wave of new modernist construction, and 
by the military presence. 


Strike Hard to Continue in TAR - 34 Executions 
So Far 

TIN News Update / 26 December, 1996 extract 

In the first month of the "Strike Hard" campaign in Tibet 
187 people were arrested, according to the Procuratorial 
Daily, and in October Radio Lhasa reported in Tibetan 
that 164 people had been detained during the campaign 
in the Chamdo prefectural area alone, according to the 
exile Tibetan Government. 

29 of these people, including at least 18 Tibetans, have 
been officially listed as executed during the Strike Hard 
campaign in the Tibet Autonomous Region - 4 were 
announced in Lhasa on 10 May [not 11 as published 
earlier], 8 in Shigatse on 27 May, 4 in Nyingtri on 8 July 
[not 12 as published earlier], and 9 in Lhasa on 9 July, 
and 4 more in Lhasa on 6 August, according to Chinese 
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newspaper reports. In addition, five others, including 
one Tibetan, were executed in Tsethang on 11 
September, according to unofficial sources. 

The figures for executions in the Tibet Autonomous 
Region are low compared to the number of executions 
estimated for the Strike Hard drive in China - at least 
2,200 - but suggest a rate of about one execution per 
65,000 members of the population, eight times higher 
than the estimated rate in China as a whole. 

Few details have been given of these cases, but most 
are non-political offences, with only six officially 
described as political offenders - a group in Shigatse 
who were given sentences of five years or less in late 
May. 

The Strike Hard campaign, launched in China on 15 
April as a three month nation-wide attack on crime, 
began in Lhasa with a public mobilisation meeting on 9 
May. "Beginning now, we should use the next three 
months to carry out the struggle to crack down on 
separatists' sabotage activities and on serious criminals 
throughout the city," said Lobsang Dondrup, secretary 
of the Lhasa City Party Committee, according to the 
Tibet Daily the next day. 

The campaign was originally due to end in early August 
but at a meeting in Lhasa on 29 October Li Xianwen, 
the deputy head of the Tibet regional police, announced 
that the "struggle" would continue across the country 
until at least the end of New Year Festivities in 1 997, 
which conclude in Tibet in mid February. On 18 
December China's chief judge, Ren Jianxin, indicated 
that because of its success the national campaign may 
continue throughout next year. 

The national campaign was originally planned to have 
four waves or stages, each lasting 2-3 weeks, with the 
third wave scheduled to take place in China from 27 
May to 23 June, according to the Hong Kong paper 
Cheng Ming. In Tibet the third wave was launched only 
in August. It aimed at "the continuation and deepening 
of the previous two campaigns", apparently with the 
intention of further increasing the targeting of political 
offenders. "In the third wave of the "strike hard" 
campaign, we should focus our attention on key targets 
and crack down on separatists and serious criminals", 
deputy Secretary Raidi announced, according to a front 
page article in Tibet Daily on 17 August. 

The campaign is based on the principle of "quicker and 
harsher" - rapid prosecution procedures and harsher 
sentences. In June Bai Zhao, Tibet's chief Judge, 
ordered officials to speed up trials by following the 
"basic principle" of "not getting bogged down in minor 
details" and praised a case in Shigatse where criminals 
were interrogated throughout the night by appeal judges 
so that they could be executed within 10 days of their 
first trial. 

18 Years for Tibetan "Spy"; US Implicated 

TIN News Update/27 December, 1996 

Ngawang Choephel, a Tibetan exile educated as a 
Fulbright scholar in the US, has been sentenced to 18 
years in prison for spying, according a Radio Tibet 
broadcast monitored by the BBC. It said he had been 


partly funded by a foreign country, which elsewhere 
Beijing has identified as the US. 

Ngawang Choephel, aged 30, was a music teacher and 
collector of folk music who was arrested in September 
1995 when he visited Tibet for the first time in order to 
make an unauthorised video film of traditional Tibetan 
music and dance. 

The sentence is far longer than expected and only two 
Tibetans have received longer sentences for a political 
offence other than murder since the end of the Mao era 
20 years ago. It exceeds by three years the sentence 
handed out to the US-based human rights activist Harry 
Wu, who was allowed to returned to the US after an 
international outcry last year. 

The sentence is only exceeded by two Tibetan monks, 
Ngawang Phulchung and Jamphel Changchub, who 
received 19 year sentences in 1989 for printing political 
documents calling for democracy and freedom in Tibet. 
Two other Tibetans received life sentences in 1989 for 
killing a policeman during a demonstration the previous 
year. The average sentence for a political offence in 
Tibet since 1987 is till now 6.4 years. 

China's decision to try the exile musician and the long 
sentence handed out are likely to be seen in the west as 
provocative and may have an impact on Sino-US 
relations. The broadcast referred three times to a 
"certain foreign country" which it said had supplied 
financial support and equipment and to whom it said 
that Ngawang Choephel was supplying information. The 
Chinese authorities, in a letter from their ambassador in 
the US to the US Senator James Jeffords in October 
this year, has already named the foreign country as the 
US. 

The musician had received a small grant for his 
documentary project from a US foundation and from 
individual sponsors, but the broadcast suggested that 
he was funded by the US government. 

The Tibetan exile government has denied that the 
musician was working for them, and a number of 
westerners who travelled with him in Tibet or assisted 
on his project also say he was genuinely involved in 
filming dancers and appeared anxious to avoid any kind 
of political activities. 

The Chinese authorities announced on Radio Tibet 
yesterday, 26 December, that Ngawang Choephel had 
been sentenced in Shigatse because he "had carried out 
espionage activities". 

"In July 1995, Ngawang Choephel, who was sent by 
the Dalai clique with expenditures and equipment 
provided by a certain foreign country, entered Tibet to 
carry out his activities under the pretext of collecting 
information on folk songs and dances in Tibet," said the 
Radio broadcast. 

"During his stay in Tibet, Ngawang Choephel, 
following his intelligence collecting programme, went to 
Lhasa, Shannan, Nyingchi and Xigaze to carry out his 
espionage activities, in an attempt to provide the 
information gathered to the Dalai clique's government 
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in exile and to an organization of a certain foreign 
country," it added. 

The broadcast gave no other evidence to support the 
charges against Ngawang Choephel other than to say 
that he had "confessed to the above mentioned 
activities". 

Ngawang Choephel was sentenced under China's State 
Security Law, passed in 1993 as part of a growing 
tendency by Beijing to use counter-espionage laws for 
political offenders rather than counter-revolutionary 
legislation, which has been criticised by the 
international community. 

The musician was a Tibetan refugee was born in 
western Tibet but in 1968 fled with his parents to India 
at the age of 2. He spent a year studying and teaching 
at Middlebury college in Vermont from 1993. As a 
refugee travelling usually on Indian travel documents he 
would not have been allowed to enter Tibet other than 
on special papers issued by the Chinese government for 
Tibetan exiles, which would have required him to 
recognise that he was technically a Chinese citizen. 

Tibet "Spy" Case Goes to Appeal 

TIN News Update/13 February, 1997 

The exile Tibetan musician and former Fulbright scholar 
sentenced in December to 18 years in prison for 
espionage in Tibet has appealed against his conviction, 
according to a Chinese press report. 

"Ngawang Choephel appealed the sentence to a higher 
court and the second hearing is going on," reported 
Xinhua, the official Chinese press agency, in a 
statement issued in English on 5 February. 

The agency cited Tian Dan, deputy secretary general of 
the China Society for the Study of Human Rights, as 
the source for the information. 

People convicted in China of a criminal offence are 
allowed ten days to apply to a higher court for an 
appeal against their conviction, but there are no known 
cases of any appeals being successful in Tibet. 

Mr Tian was referring to the case of Ngawang Choephel 
as an example of "groundless accusations and 
intentional fabrications" which he said filled the US 
Government’s annual report on human rights in Tibet 
and China, released on 30 January. 

Tian repeated a government statement issued on 26 
December which said that Ngawang Choephel had been 
"sent by the Dalai Lama clique in July of 1995 to 
gather information in Tibet under the guise of making a 
documentary about Tibetan performing arts". Tian also 
repeated the allegation that the music scholar was 
travelling "with equipment and funding provided by a 
certain country", apparently a reference to the United 
States. 

"Criminals like Ngawang Choephel, who endanger state 
security and engage in espionage, would be punished in 
accordance with the law in any country with a sound 
legal system," Tian told a seminar of Chinese scholars 


in Beijing held on 5 February to condemn the US State 
Department report. 

Scholars at the seminar said that the evidence used in 
the US report was "malicious and slanderous" and was 
based on "Western media reports, the statements of 
overseas "democratic movement activists", and on 
distortions of speeches of Chinese officials", according 
to Xinhua. 

The Tibetan musician was a spy not a film-maker, said 
the scholars, but they did not list any other errors of 
fact in the US report except to say that the Chinese 
dissident Wang Dan had been sentenced because he 
had "conspired to subvert the government" and not 
because he had been investigating human rights. 

In fact the US report had only described Mr Choephel's 
conviction in one sentence which cited the Chinese 
claim without commenting on or questioning the 
verdict. In a separate statement on 11 January the US 
Government said it had "no information that Ngawang 
Choephel was doing anything other than pursuing his 
professional interests in music and dance" but did not 
explicitly call for his release. 

The Xinhua statement hinted at a technical dispute over 
the musician's status, apparently because the US report 
had listed the case in a section dealing with foreigners 
in Tibet. The musician, brought up since the age of 2 in 
exile in India, is a stateless refugee, but, like all Tibetan 
refugees, he had to sign a document in effect accepting 
Chinese citizenship in order to get permission to visit 
Tibet. 

Tian gave no new information about the reasons for the 
conviction of the musician, merely repeating the earlier 
official report, which had announced the 18 year 
sentence and which had said that the former Fulbright 
scholar had "confessed to his wrongdoing". China has 
still not given any indication as to what secret 
information Ngawang Choephel was supposed to have 
been collecting. "Making up a story" and "distorting 
facts" are both listed in China's State Security laws as 
"sabotage activities", making them crimes of 
espionage, and under laws defining "state secrets" 
revealing the names of anyone in prison is also a crime. 

The Chinese have said only that an itinerary was found 
on the musician which it describes as an "outline for 
intelligence gathering" and that he was caught in "an 
attempt to provide information" to the exiles and to a 
foreign organisation, suggesting that he has been 
convicted for attempted rather than actual espionage. 

China has this year increased its criticisms of US 
comments on its human rights records, issuing separate 
attacks by name on Human Rights Watch (17 January 
1997), the New York Times (5 February) and a US 
paper called the Philadelphia Enquirer (6 February). 

The imprisonment of Ngawang Choephel appears to be 
part of a major drive by the Chinese authorities against 
exile pro-independence activists in Tibet. Last year 
court and legal officials in Tibet "gave first priority to 
the anti-splittism struggle in the midst of the Strike 
Hard struggle" and this year have been told that they 
"must conscientiously take on the political responsibility 
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of waging the anti-splittism struggle and preserving 
stability", according to a Tibet Daily article on 16 
January, translated by the BBC Monitoring Service. 

"We must wage a tit-for-tat struggle against infiltration 
and sabotage and completely crush the Dalai clique's 
splittist plot," said Tsultrim, secretary of the Tibet 
region's procuratorial and judicial commission, according 
to the paper. 

The UN announced on Tuesday that its High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Jose Ayala Lasso, has 
accepted an invitation from the Chinese government to 
visit China. The visit is expected to take place before 
the annual session of the UN Commission on Human 
Rights begins on 10 March and has been criticised by 
the US-based organisation. Human Rights Watch, which 
yesterday called on the visit to be delayed until after the 
Commission and requested Mr Ayala Lasso to call for 
the release of all political prisoners in China and Tibet. 

Update: In February 1997 Jose Ayala Lasso resigned 
his post as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in 
order to take up a position in Ecuador. He listed as one 
of his diplomatic achievements the invitation he had 
received from China. 

Chinese Press Reports on Security 

20 December 1995: Gyalcan Norbu [Gyaltsen Norbu], 
Basang [Pasang], Pudoje, Zhou Qishun, Ming Jia and 
Hou Jianguo attended a meeting to commend public 
security organs for their work in maintenance of law 
and order since August 1991, and especially during 
celebrations of this year's anniversary of the founding 
of the TAR and "arranging the reincarnation of the 
Panchen", Lhasa TV reported. (SWB 28 December 

1995) 

22 December 1995: Tao Siju, public security minister, 
recently commended Tibet public security organs for 
their contribution during the 30th anniversary 
celebrations, Lhasa radio reported. (SWB 19 January 

1996) 

25 January 1996: There are now 10 law offices with 
47 professional lawyers, most of them Tibetans, in the 
TAR, Xinhua reported. The legal business began to play 
a role in real estate, finance, securities and intellectual 
property rights in recent years. (SWB 26 January) 

29 January: An official from the Ministry of Public 
Security announced that new regulations meant that 
Chinese police would have authorisation to use 
apparatus and weapons in performing their duties, in 
accordance with the law, according to Xinhua. The 
regulations allow police to use weapons only when 
serious criminal activities cannot be stopped without 
utilising them. A warning in advance must be given. 
(SWB 31 January 1996) 

20 March: According to Tibet Daily, Zi Ceng [Tsultrim], 
TAR Party Standing Committee member and director of 
the regional public security department, was quoted as 
saying "We must step up legislation in public order, 
enhance our awareness of the law, and vigorously carry 
out reforms in public security: we must strive to adapt 
public security work to the socialist market economic 


structure and build a public security force that is able to 
pass the stiffest test." He was addressing the 19th 
regional public security conference. (SWB 18 April) 

27 August: The People's Armed Police (PAP) was told 
to serve the central task of ensuring stability and 
reform. "While comprehensively facilitating ideological 
and political construction in the armed police units, they 
should closely rally to safeguard the central task of 
stability and economic progress, and obey and serve 
this central task," Raidi, executive deputy secretary of 
the TAR CCP Committee and Chairman of the TAR 
Congress Standing Committee, told the Tibet Regional 
People's Armed Police Corps meeting. 

16 September: The third phase of the "strike hard" 
campaign is focussed on extending the previous two 
phases. "The ongoing third wave of the strike-hard 
struggle is the continuation and deepening of the 
previous two campaigns." He advised all levels of party 
and government to "make great efforts to crack major 
and important cases.." and "strengthen their 
management over social order", said Lozong Namgyai 
[Lobsang Namgyai], deputy secretary of the of the 
Qamdo prefecture party committee. He was speaking at 
the Qamdo prefectural conference on the strike-hard 
struggle and comprehensive management over social 
order, according to Tibet TV. (SWB 19 September) 

31 October: The "Strike Hard" campaign is set to 
continue until early 1997. "To ensure security during 
the three big holidays - New Year's Day, the Spring 
Festival and the Tibetan New Year's Day - we will 
concentrate efforts on launching specially-targeted 
"Strike Hard" struggles in the next month," said Li 
Xianwen, Deputy Director of Public Security, according 
to Tibet TV. (SWB 2 November) 

16 December: Wang Guisheng, Deputy Director of the 
Public Security Department and Director of the Lhasa 
City Public Security Bureau, launched the "strike hard 
winter action", according to Xinhua. (SWB 3 January 
1996) 

31st January 1997: Seventeen criminals were executed 
for crimes including murder, robbery, theft, rape and a 
bombing case, according to Tibet Daily. One man 
received a suspended death sentence for several 
offences and six others received prison sentences of 
twenty years or less. (SWB 12 February 1997) 

Military - TAR, Qinghai 

23 October 1995: Ma Weidong, deputy commander of 
the Qinghai provincial military sub-district said in an 
article in the Qinghai Daily that the quality of recruits to 
the army should be improved, as ordered by the State 
Council and Military Commission. Education and 
honesty were important. (SWB 12 December 1995) 

31 October 1995: Heralding the annual conscription of 
recruits to the army, Tibet Daily pointed out on 2 
November that enlisting was compulsory. Although the 
Cold War had ended, the paper said, "western hostile 
forces" have not "given up their plot" to "split and 
disintegrate us". The army wants as many high-school 
graduates as possible, the paper added. (SWB 5 
December 1 995) 
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9 February: Tibet Military District troops can 
communicate with other parts of China via satellite, 
thanks to co-operation between the Ministries of Radio, 
Film and Television and Posts and Telecommunications, 
Liberation Army Daily reported on 13 February. The first 
satellite ground station was built in 1985, and the 
Central Military Commission has since helped to build 
four more at Cuona [Tsona], Yadong and Chayu 
[Tsayul]. The TMD has also found funds to maintain 
some 2,500 km of telephone lines, bought much 
telecommunications equipment and rebuilt 13 
telecommunications centre. In 1990, general 
headquarters helped the TMD build a 
telecommunications building and maintenance station, 
lay nearly 1,000 km of telephone lines and install 
several thousand programme controlled exchanges. The 
TMD has basically built a network linking all parts of the 
region and connecting with the army's general satellite 
communication network. {SWB 27 February 1996) 

15 July: Military sources in India report that China is 
lengthening the air strips of its 11 air force base 
stations in Tibet to as much as 9,000 feet, up to 6,000 
feet more than average so that it can facilitate the 
landing of its large fighters and bombers. Indian sources 
also note that China had recently purchased 100 
Sukhoi-27 fighter planes from Russia which are capable 
of bombarding targets at long range. Tibetan air bases 
can only be used to launch attacks against Indian 
targets, said the report. (SWB 22 July) 

13 August: Meng Jinxi was identified as commander of 
the Logistics department of the Tibet Military District. 
This was the first reference to his name and post. (SWB 
2 September) 

10 September: The CMC approved a decision that 
officers and men stationed in Tibet should be entitled to 
"a special allowance for troops stationed in Tibet" by 
1st October. Following the adoption of the system, the 
average pay of troops in Tibet will be 2.5 times that of 
their counterparts in other parts of the country. (SWB 
12 September) 

27 September: The sixth CCP Congress of the Tibet 
Military District lasted for four days. The Party 
committee stressed safeguarding the stability of Tibet’s 
border areas and Tibet's social stability as tasks for the 
realising the Ninth Five-Year Plan. (SWB 12 October) 

30 October: Party, government and military 
organisations in the TAR have stepped up education in 
national defence since the launch of the Ninth Five-Year 
Plan, according to Xinhua. National defence education 
has included education on border situations to establish 
the concepts of war preparedness and national defence; 
the history and status of Tibet, splittism and the 
comparison of "old" and "new" societies. Various social 
groups, including cadres, youth and school-children 
have received such education. (SWB 1 November) 

Security - Qinghai, Inner Mongolia 

18 October 1995: The Bayannur League intermediate 
court recently held a rally to pronounce death sentences 
of Li Junling and Su Ruicheng, who had embezzled and 
misused public funds. (SWB 6 December 1 995) 


10 March: The PAP everywhere in the region has 
mobilised militiamen in the border banners to join in 
construction and public security, Hohhot radio reported. 
They have carried out relief and education work as well 
as security work for key projects such as the railway, 
the Huolinhe coal mine and various development zones. 
(SWB 13 March 1996) 

15 May: Liu Xiao was appointed to the post of chief 
procurator of the Qinghai Provincial People's 
Procuratorate. (SWB 18 May) 

Xinjiang - Security 

21 January: A passenger at Urumqi airport bound for 
Alma Ata was found trying to carry $43,000 in cash on 
board, Urumqi TV reported. Customs officers were 
carrying out further investigations. 

21 January: Wu Lide, accused of embezzling 1.25m 
yuan and taking 3,500 yuan in bribes, was sentenced 
to death, Urumqi TV reported. Four others were under 
investigation or sentenced to prison terms. 

22 January: In 1995, the number of complaints against 
local government officials received by discipline and 
inspection bureaux rose by 10% to 25,000, with 242 
allegations of extravagant expenditure of public funds 
on lavish meals, China News Agency reported. (SWB 
24 January) 

29 April: According to Xinjiang Daily, the nationwide 
anti-crime campaign started on 26 April. The paper 
reported that as of the 27th, more than 1,300 
lawbreakers had been arrested, 866 criminal cases had 
been cracked and 70 criminal organisations had been 
destroyed. Furthermore, 13,000 bullets and 34 guns 
had been seized and 104 wanted criminals had been 
arrested. (SWB 17 May) 

6 May: A regional party meeting identified national 
separatism and unlawful religious activities as being the 
key problems endangering Xinjiang's stability. 
According to Xinjiang television, the conference noted 
that supervision over religion should be strengthened 
and unlawful religious activities must be stopped. (SWB 
9 May) 

7 May: A report in the Xinjiang Daily noted that 
separatists use religion to carry out their activities and 
sabotage. "In the garb of religion, they abuse the simple 
ethnic feelings and religious feelings of some people to 
fan religious fanaticism, advocate a "holy war", instil 
separatist ideas, cultivate ethnic separatist forces, 
interfere in judicial, administrative and education work 
and create turmoil" the report stated. (SWB 23 May) 

15 May: 10 people, described as serious criminals, 
were executed by shooting. "People clapped their hands 
in cheer," reported Xinjiang Daily. "The only way out for 
serious criminals is to confess their crimes frankly to 
the government; otherwise, they will meet with a bad 
end." (SWB 31 May) 

29th, 30 May: Aronghanaji, vice-chairman of the 
regional CPPCC and the highest leader of Xinjiang 
Muslims, was wounded in a recent attack by Islamic 
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separatists, according to the Ming Pao, a Hong Kong 
newspaper. He was considered to be a supporter of the 
government. An official from Kashi commented that the 
assailant had been arrested, according to a report in the 
Hong Kong-based Singtao Ribao. (SWB 31 May) 

1 June: In a report on the work of the region's courts, 
Xinjiang television reported that one man had been 
executed for rape; three people received the death 
sentence for murder and robbery; and one person 
received a suspended death sentence for murder. A 
further 25 people received set prison terms of twenty 
years or less. (SWB 4 June) 

7 June: Xinjiang television reported on the crime 
crackdown in Luntai county. Public security 
departments have arrested a number of criminals, 
dismantled and closed down a number of illegal 
mosques and religious schools and confiscated 
reactionary books and publications, illegal firearms, 
ammunition, cutting tools and drugs. 

13 June: Xinjiang television reported that 18 people 
were sentenced to death or prison terms in Chanji 
prefecture, 19 people were sentenced to death or jail 
terms in Hi Prefecture and a number of people were 
sentenced to prison terms in Qitai County. (SWB 6 July) 


1 August: According to "Chien Shao", a Hong Kong 
journal, China probably allows minority nationalities 
living in the western regions to emigrate to their 
"mother countries'. The article states that the 
leadership will not make this issue public. "Chien Shao" 
identifies Kazakhs as being allow to return to 
Kazakhstan and continues that the party's "policy of 
benevolence" may be extended to Russians, Kyrgyz and 
Tajik nationalities in Xinjiang. (SWB 18 September) 

2 October: Pro-independence Uighurs living in exile 
claim that 4,800 officials of Uighur nationality have 
been dismissed for "separatist sentiments", according 
to AFP. They also claim that over 18,000 people have 
been arrested since April for "splittist" activities. (AFP 2 
October) 

5,6 February 1997: Riots are reported in Yining 
between the Uighur nationality and Han Chinese. 
According to Ping Kuo Jih Pao in Hong Kong, Chinese 
authorities stated that ten people had been killed in the 
incident and that 144 others were wounded. Ming Pao 
reported Chinese authorities as stating that 400-500 
people had been arrested, some of whom were later 
released. Organisations in exile reported that 30 people 
were killed and claimed that the demonstrations have 
spread to other cities. (SWB 11 & 17 February 1997) 
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Prisons & Arrests 


In 1 996 there were less than half a dozen demonstrations, indicating that the nine year wave of 
constant street protests in Tibet has come to an end. The only major incident took place at 
Ganden on 6 May, when monks beat up an official sent to supervise the removal of pictures of the 
Dalai Lama. 

Conditions inside prisons appear to have become more harsh, with four monks (Sangye Tenpa, 
Kelsang Thutob, Tenchog Tenphel, and Tenzin, a monk in Chamdo) dying in prison or in police 
cells, allegedly from beatings or ill-treatment. 

Several others were reported to be in tiny "jin bi" or confinement cells and at least three got long 
sentence extensions for minor breaches of regulations. Ngawang Pekar's sentence was extended 
to 6 years for writing a letter listing prisoners' names, Ngawang Sangdrol was given 8 or 9 years 
extra for not standing in the presence of officials, and Tsewang Palden reportedly received a 6 
year sentence for trying to escape while on parole. 

The Chinese admitted publicly for the first time to an incident of serious torture in Tibet, but 
announced that the policeman involved had been given a suspended sentence. 

The majority of known arrests involved monks - over 90 from Ganden after the 6th May protest, 
and 25 from Kumbum after the distribution of Panchen Lama posters. But only 15 of the Ganden 
and 4 of the Kumbum monks are thought to be still in prison. 20 other Tibetans were detained 
from Drepung or Sera monasteries during the long re-education drives there in the latter half of 
the year. 

Control over information increased during 1996 and it became progressively harder to obtain 
information from Tibet. This has led to a significant degree of under-reporting of arrests and small 
protests, especially concerning arrests of laypeople, which are harder to detect. 


Chinese Killed as Prisoners Escape 

TIN News Update/18 February, 1996 

A Chinese driver was killed when a group of Tibetan 
prisoners escaped while being transferred between 
prisons last month, according to unofficial reports from 
Tibetans arriving in India. A second group of political 
prisoners also escaped from police vehicles last month 
and have since fled to India. 

Four of the escapees had been arrested for protesting 
against China's appointment of a new Panchen Lama, 
the first detailed reports of such arrests since a six year 
old child was enthroned with official approval last 
December. The ceremony caused controversy because 
it contradicted the Dalai Lama's recognition last May of 
another boy as the correct reincarnation. 

The killing took place on or just after 22 January on the 
road between the Tibetan capital Lhasa and the town of 
Powo Tramo, about 600 km to the east, the site of 
Tibet's No.2 prison, in an area of south eastern Tibet 
known traditionally as Kongpo but called Linzhi by the 
Chinese. 

The group of ten Tibetan prisoners was being 
transferred by truck from various prisons in Lhasa when 
they staged the escape. The prisoners, who included a 
former soldier convicted of helping refugees escape to 
India, threw chilli powder in the eyes of the two armed 
Chinese guards who were with the prisoners in the back 
of the truck and then fought with the Chinese driver, 
who was also armed. The driver was killed, apparently 
when the truck crashed off the road and into a river. 


where he drowned. It is not clear if his death was an 
accident or a deliberate killing by the prisoners. 

Four of the ten escapees had been arrested for 
campaigning or speaking against the disputed Chinese 
appointment of a child as the Panchen Lama, the 
second highest lama in the main school of Tibetan 
Buddhism. In December 1995 Lobsang Gawa, age 52, 
and Tenzin Yeshe, age 34, both monks from Toelung 
Tsome, 40 km north-west of Lhasa, had put up a poster 
in their village about the Panchen Lama dispute. They 
were being taken to Kongpo to serve 3 year prison 
sentences for putting up the posters, according to their 
claims, which are so far unconfirmed. 

Two other monks, 50 year old Kalsang Wangdu and 29 
year old Jampa Damdrul from Lhokha Trandrug, say 
they had been arrested in Lhokha in early January for 
criticising the authenticity of the Chinese-approved 
Panchen Lama, according to people who spoke with 
them after their escape. 

All four claim to have served earlier sentences, 
apparently for involvement in political protests, in the 
late 1980s, but it is unclear why these detainees were 
being sent to Kongpo instead of being kept in prison in 
Lhasa, where most political offenders are held. 

Three of the other escapees were already serving long 
sentences in Lhasa prisons but were being transferred 
to Kongpo, apparently to prevent them spreading 
dissident ideas amongst Lhasa prisoners, after they had 
been discovered sending political messages or letters 
from within the prisons. 
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Karma Thrinley, age 61, from Mindroling monastery in 
Lhokha, says he had been serving a ten year sentence 
in Drapchi prison in Lhasa, apparently for taking part in 
a demonstration in 1987, when the prison authorities 
intercepted a letter by him written last October which 
had included a poem calling for Tibetan independence. 

Yeshe Donden, age 64, and Tenzin Lhundrup, age 39, 
both from Amdo, had smuggled an account of their time 
in custody out of the prison, but were informed on. 
Yeshe Donden had been imprisoned in Sangyip prison in 
Lhasa after taking part in a demonstration in March 
1993, and met Tenzin Lhundrup in the prison. 

Another of the escapees, Wangdu, was a former soldier 
who had been stationed on the border between Tibet 
and Sikkim. He was caught after some monk's robes 
were found in his room and was convicted in about 
1 992 of helping Tibetan refugees escape to India. He 
was due to serve a further three years in Kongpo. 

The two other escapees were being transferred from 
Lhasa prisons for unknown reasons. Rabten Phuntsog, 
age 47, from Lhokha, served six years in Drapchi prison 
for an unknown offence, and Lobsang Choedon, age 22, 
also from Lhokha, had served 3 years in Seitru prison 
and 3 years in Drapchi. Both were being due to serve 4 
more years in Kongpo. 

The death of the Chinese driver comes as reports of 
violence in Tibet increase, with a bomb being set off at 
the house of a Tibetan lama regarded as a pro-Chinese 
sympathiser on 18 January, according to many sources 
in the city. One person is reported to have been 
seriously injured in the explosion. 

On about 6 January another group of Tibetans, all of 
them held for political offences, escaped while being 
transferred to a prison in Lhasa. Four of the seven 
escapees had been detained for staging a demonstration 
in Nagchu, 320 km north of Lhasa, and the other three 
prisoners, whose offences are not known, were monks 
from Nalandra Monastery, from where over 30 monks 
were arrested after a protest a year ago. The seven are 
believed to have since fled to India. 

Second Monk Dies in Lhasa Prison 

TIN News Update/26 July, 1996 extract 

A leading Tibetan dissident has died in prison in Lhasa 
in controversial circumstances, according to unofficial 
reports from Tibet, making him the second political 
prisoner to die in disputed conditions in two months, 
and the fourteenth since 1987. Another monk at the 
same prison has been given a 6 year sentence for trying 
to smuggle out a list of political detainees. 

Kelsang Thutop, a 49 year old monk from Drepung 
monastery, died in Drapchi Prison, Lhasa, at 4am on 5 
July. He had served a third of his 18 year sentence, the 
third longest sentence handed out to a political prisoner 
in Tibet since pro-independence unrest resumed there 
nine years ago. 

Sources in Tibet with close connections to the prisoner 
said the monk had been ill but described the death as 
"unexpected" "This is a great tragedy," one of the 


monks’ friends in Tibet told TIN, adding that the monk 
had earlier suffered physical abuse in the prison, and 
that he had suffered from malnutrition during his seven 
years in custody. 

The human rights group Amnesty International, citing 
separate sources, today reported that the monk, who 
had suffered from high blood pressure, called on the 
authorities to launch an investigation into allegations 
that the monk had died as a result of lack of medical 
treatment. 

For at least the first five years of his sentence Kelsang, 
then working as a cook in the prison kitchen, was not 
allowed to have visitors, and in 1993 friends who tried 
to visit him at Drapchi prison were told by officials that 
he was no longer held there. 

The monk, who used to be an accountant at Drepung 
monastery, 6km west of Lhasa, was arrested in April 
1989 at the Tibetan border as he tried to escape to 
Nepal. He had earlier spent three months in prison for 
leading the 21 monks whose street protest in Lhasa in 
September 1 987 set off a chain of unrest, which has 
included over 200 pro-independence demonstrations 
and which is still continuing. 

Kelsang Thutop, who came from Sangda in Toelung 
county, was one of the four leading members of a 
secret pro-democracy group in Drepung monastery 
which had printed a famous booklet on democracy, as 
well as a translation of the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights, before being broken up by police. 

"An organisation built on the rule of force and coercion 
can never be justified," the monks wrote in their 
clandestine 1988 booklet, which was entitled The 
Precious Democratic Constitution of Tibet. 

"People with different individual views of what course 
of action to follow will be able to exercise their 
democratic rights and to say what they think without 
need of fear, hypocrisy, or concealment," the monks 
wrote in their description of a democratic Tibet which 
would be "administered in the future by Tibetans, for 
Tibetans to decide Tibetan affairs". 

Kelsang, also known as Bagdro or by his ordination 
name of Jampel Khedrup, was among ten monks who 
were sentenced at a public rally on 30th November 
1989, receiving sentences averaging 1 5 years each for 
membership of the group. Kelsang was described as a 
"main culprit" in founding the "counter-revolutionary 
clique" and "spreading counter-revolutionary 
propaganda". He was also found guilty of "collecting 
information and passing it to the enemy, Seriously 
undermining national security" and "illegally crossing 
the national boundary", according to a Radio Lhasa 
account of the rally. 

Kelsang Thutop's death comes two months after a 1 9 
year old monk died in the same prison, allegedly as a 
result of beatings by prison guards, according to reports 
by the exile Tibetan government. 

The monk, Sangye Tenphel, died on 6 May, nine 
months after he was sentenced and transferred from a 
detention centre to Drapchi prison. The monk, whose 
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lay name was Gonpo Dorje, had been arrested on 15 
April 1995 while staging a demonstration in Lhasa with 
four other monks from Khangmar Monastery in 
Damshung, 1 62 kilometres north-west of Lhasa. 

The monk was said to have died after being beaten by 
prison officials who had found him writing pro¬ 
independence posters or a letter. 

Drepung Monk: 6 Years for Writing Letter from 
Prison 

TIN News Update/26 July, 1996 extract 

A Drepung monk serving a sentence in Drapchi prison, 
has had his sentence increased to 14 years for spying 
after he was caught trying to smuggle a list of Drapchi 
prisoners out of the prison, according to reports just 
received from unofficial sources in Tibet. The list was 
intended for international human rights groups, a source 
said. 

Ngawang Pekar, a 34 year old monk from Drepung, was 
over half way through an 8 year sentence for taking 
part in a demonstration in 1991 when he was caught 
with the list of names in August last year. 

After the list was discovered he was placed in solitary 
confinement for 4 months and received his additional 6 
year sentence at a trial on 13 March this year. Before 
his arrest Ngawang Pekar was well known to foreigners 
because he speaks English and often guided tourists 
around the monastery, having been taught by a British 
couple who ran an unofficial language school in Lhasa in 
1986-7. 

A monk from Dingkhang monastery in Damshung, 29 
year old Kelsang Gyaltsen, serving a 6 year sentence 
for taking part in a demonstration in 1991, was put in 
solitary confinement for two months last year for 
helping in the attempt to smuggle out the list of names. 

An older Tibetan who escaped to Nepal whilst on parole 
from Drapchi prison has been returned to Drapchi after 
he was repatriated by Nepalese police. 

Tsewang Palden, a retired carpenter aged about 66, 
escaped to Nepal to claim asylum in June 1995 but he 
was among at least 200 Tibetan refugees whom police 
did not hand over to the Kathmandu offices of the UN 
High Commission for Refugees. Chinese police held 
Tsewang Palden, in Gutsa prison until 14 February 
1996, when he was transferred to Drapchi Prison. "He 
is being held in a small, narrow cell," said an unofficial 
source, suggesting that he is held in a punishment cell 
which allows only restricted movement. 

The carpenter had been serving a 6 year sentence for 
"trying to split the country" imposed after his daughter, 
Sonam Drolkar, a famous political activist, escaped 
from a Lhasa prison whilst being interrogated. 

Nun Sentenced to 9 Years for "Not Standing Up" 

TIN News Update/18 November, 1996 

A nun in a Tibetan prison has had her sentence 
increased by nine years because she shouted a slogan, 
refused to tidy her bedding, and did not stand up when 
an official entered the room, according to unofficial 


sources in Tibet. The nun's sentence was increased 
eight months after a UN Committee ruled that her 
original sentence was unlawful and called on China to 
release her. 

The nun, 1 9 year old Ngawang Sangdrol, had refused to 
stand up in front of the woman prison official during a 
re-education drive in Lhasa’s Drapchi prison. The nun 
had later shouted "Free Tibet" when she and other 
women were made to stand in the rain as punishment 
for refusing to keep their cells clean, said the sources, 
who asked not to be named. 

She was sentenced on 31 July this year to 9 years for 
the incidents, according to several reports, although one 
said that the new sentence was 8 years. 

Ngawang Sangdrol, who comes from Garu nunnery 5 
km north of Lhasa, will have the new sentence added to 
two sentences which she is already serving - 3 years 
for taking part in a pro-independence demonstration in 
1992 and 6 years for singing nationalist songs in the 
prison in 1993. 

With a total sentence of 18 years Ngawang Sangdrol is 
now facing longer in jail than any other female political 
prisoner in Tibet, similar in length to the sentences 
served by Tibetans in the "hardline" era of the 1960s 
and 1970s. She will be due for release in the year 2010 
at the age of 33, by which time she will have spent 
60% of her life behind bars for political offences, all of 
it in the post-1980 liberalisation era. 

The nun was amongst a number of women prisoners 
who refused to tidy their bedding or clean their cells, 
apparently in protest at a re-education campaign which 
demanded that the women accept the 6 year old child 
appointed by the state as the reincarnation of the 10th 
Panchen Lama, the most important leader to have 
remained in Tibet after the Dalai Lama's fjlght to India in 
1959. China's appointment of the child in November 
last year contradicted an earlier ruling by the exiled 
Dalai Lama. 

The women broke a number of minor prison rules during 
their informal protest against the Panchen Lama re¬ 
education drive. "She did not stand up when Brigade 
Commander [duizhang] entered the room and as a result 
was put into solitary confinement," said a source with 
close connections to the prison. 

"When an official was sent from each team to check to 
see whether the cells were clean or not, the cells were 
declared unclean and as punishment the women had to 
stand in the rain," the source added. "That was when 
Ngawang Sangdrol shouted 'Free Tibet’. Brigade 
Commander immediately called in many soldiers and 
Ngawang Sangdrol and three other nuns - Phuntsog 
Pema, Norzin and Damchoe Gyaltsen - were badly 
beaten," added the source, who asked not to be named. 

Item 5 of the "Regulations on Civilised Behaviour and 
Politeness for Prisoners" issued by the Tibet Regional 
Labour Reform Bureau in 1988 says inmates must 
"stand up when received by cadres". Other regulations, 
known as the "Ten Musts", say that prisoners "must 
love the motherland and preserve the unification of the 
motherland and the solidarity of the nationalities" and 
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"must support the plans, policies and methods of the 
Chinese Communist Party". 

Food Ration Reduced 

The women’s protest and the beatings of the four nuns 
are believed to have taken place in March this year 
although confirmation of the news has only now reached 
the outside world through another nun, a former prisoner, 
who escaped from Tibet earlier this week. 

The escapee confirmed earlier reports from within Tibet 
that Ngawang had been re-sentenced and said that since 
March she has been singled out for severe punishment. 
"She was white and emaciated," said the escapee, 16 
year old Gyaltsen Pelsang, herself a well-known child 
political prisoner who last saw Ngawang four months ago. 

Reports in August had said that Ngawang Sangdrol was 
being held in a confinement cell at Drapchi prison with no 
windows or light, and that she was on a restricted diet, 
receiving small amounts of food only twice a day. The 
reports had not been credited until now. 


In the months before the trial Ngawang Sangdrol had 
been on special punishment and had been fed only one 
plain dumpling or bun per day, according to an informed 
source. On one occasion in July a well-wisher, who has 
since been interviewed by TIN, succeeded in smuggling 
more substantial food to the nun, but she was physically 
unable to eat it, an indication of severe malnutrition. Her 
present condition is unknown. 

Ngawang, whose layname is Rigchog, was first arrested 
when she was 13 years old for taking part in a pro¬ 
independence demonstration by nuns in the Norbulingka, 
the former summer palace of the Dalai Lama in Lhasa, in 
August 1990. The women were accused of "spreading 
separatist ideology in order to split our Motherland... by 
shouting reactionary slogans such as Tibet is 
independent'," according to their court indictment, but 
Ngawang was considered too young to be tried and was 
released after nine months. 

She was badly beaten in custody and one former 
prisoner, Palden Gyatso, claimed last year that both her 



Ngawang Sangdrol in Drapchi prison 
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hands were permanently damaged from injuries received 
at the time. 

By the time she was released, her mother had died, her 
father was himself in prison for a political offence, and 
as a former political prisoner she was not permitted to 
rejoin her nunnery. She drifted around Lhasa until June 
1992 when she was arrested for attempting to stage a 
demonstration in the Lhasa Barkor along with one other 
nun and three monks. She was then sentenced to three 
years in prison "for incitement to subversive and 
separatist activities", according to a statement by China 
to the UN in 1994. 

In September 1 993, when Ngawang Sangdrol was aged 
16, she was again tried by a Lhasa court along with 
thirteen other women prisoners who had made a tape 
recording of nationalist songs in the prison, for which 
she was given an additional sentence of 6 years. A 
fellow nun from Garu who visited her in Drapchi prison 
in early 1995 already described her then as "much 
weaker" than when she had been in the nunnery. Her 
father, uncle and her sister's common-law husband are 
also reported to be in prison for political offences. 


On 30 November 1995 the Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detentions, a Committee of the United Nations which 
assesses reports of illegal imprisonment, ruled that the 
continuing detention of Ngawang Sangdrol was arbitrary 
because she had been punished for exercising her rights 
to freedom of opinion. The UN Committee requested 
China "to take the necessary steps to remedy the 
situation in order to bring it into conformity with the 
provisions and principles incorporated in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights". 

Gyaltsen Pelsang, who this week confirmed the reports 
of Ngawang Sangdrol's sentencing, was released from 
prison on 9 February 1995, after nearly 20 months in 
detention, mostly incommunicado, without charge. She 
was the youngest political prisoners in Tibet when she 
was detained at the age of 12 as one of the so-called 
"Garu 14", a group of nuns sentenced for trying to 
stage a demonstration in June 1993. She became 
prominent after it was discovered that she was still in 
custody eight months after the Chinese authorities had 
informed the UN and the European Union that she had 
been released. 


See next page for table of political arrests reported in 1996. 
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Names of 85 People Arrested for Political Offences in 1996 
Note: This is NOT a complete list. 


Name (other name) 


Buchung 

Bu-yak [layname] 

Bu-zhon ["young boy"] 

Bu Tsering 
Choejor 
Damchoe 
Damchoe Gyatso 
Damchoe Kalden 
Dorje 

Dragpa Kunsang (Karil [dkar ril]) 

Gelek Jinpa (Tenzin Dawa) 

Gyaltsen Yeshe 

Gyatso Rinchen (Lobsang Choegyal) 
Gyurme Gyaltsen 
Jampa Oeser 

Jampa Thardoe [mthar 'dod] (Gyatso) 
Jampa Thaye 

Jampa Tsultrim (Gyurme Tenzin) 
Jampel Wangchug 
Jamyang Yeshe 
Jigme Tendar 

Kelsang (Kelsang Phuntsog) 

Khedrup Gelek (Jamyang Dondrup) 
Khedrup Tenzin (Lobsang Dawa) 
Kunchog Dondrup 
Labsum Gyaltsen 
Lhundrup Palden 
Lobsang Dorje 

Lobsang Khetsun (Lobsang Dawa) 
Lobsang Nyima 

Lobsang Pelgye (Dondrup Kelsang) 
Lobsang Samten 
Lobsang Tenpa (Lodroe) 

Lobsang Tenzin (Dawa Tenzin) 
Lobsang Wangchug 
Namdrol Choesang (f) 

Ngawang Choegyal (Gyatso) 
Ngawang Choglang (Thubten Nyima) 
Ngawang Donden (Phuntsog Yonten) 
Ngawang Kelsang 
Ngawang Konchog (Dragpa Tenzin) 
Ngawang Oeser 
Ngawang Palden (Dawa) 

Ngawang Pekar 
Ngawang Sangdrol (f) 


Age 

Residence/Birthplace 

Date Arrest (Sentence) 

Offence 



Shigatse 

sntncd May (<5 yrs) 

Pro-independence 


19 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


- 

Sera mnstry 

9th July 

Printing posters 


- 

Sera mnstry 

1 5 August 

Political Activities 


22 

Ganden mnstry/Meldrokungar Dribshi 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 

Released by , 

- 

Shigatse 

sntncd May (<5 yrs) 

Pro-independence 


- 

Kumbum, Qinghai 

Mar 96 

Leaflets 



Kumbum, Qinghai 

Mar 96 

Leaflets 


cl 7 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


41 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


14 

Ganden mnstry/ Sikhang 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 

Released by 

- 

Drepung mnstry 

sntncd 25 October (3 yrs) 


15 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


25 

Ganden mnstry/Meldrokungar 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 

Released by , 

22 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


26 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


19 

Ganden mnstry/Tsawa Pakshoe 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


25 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


- 

Drepung mnstry 

30 August 



- 

Kumbum, Qinghai 

Mar 96 

Leaflets 


- 

Kumbum, Qinghai 

Mar 96 

Leaflets 


25 

Sera mnstry 

9 July 



42 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


22 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


24 

Ganden mnstry/Meldrokungar 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


c21 

Ganden mnstry/Phenpo Lokhang 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


- 

Ganden Choekor mnstry, Namling 

August 

Panchen Lama prayer 


- 

Nenying mnstry 

October 



22 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


- 

Sera mnstry 

15 August 

Political Activities 


25 

Ganden mnstry/Meldrogungkar 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 

Released by , 

- 

Sera mnstry 

15 August 

Political Activities 


19 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


37 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


23 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


16 

T sangkhung/T oelung 

13/14 June 

Demonstrating 


23 

Drepung mnstry 

20 August 



28 

Ganden mnstry /Tsawa Pakshoe 

10 May 

Demonstrating 

Released by j 

21 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


- 

Shigatse 

sntncd May (<5 yrs) 

Pro-independence 


19 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


20 + 

Sera mnstry 

1 July 



27 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


34 

Drepung monk 

sntncd 13 March (6 yrs) 

List of prisoners; extended sentence 

19 

Garu nunnery sntncd 

sntncd 31 July (9 or 8 yr) Protest in prison; extended sentence 
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Name (other name) 


Age Residence/Birthplace 


Date Arrest (Sentence) Offence 


Ngawang Tharchin 

21 

Drepung mnstry 

sntncd 25 October (3 yrs) Interrupting lecture 


Norbu (Lobsang Sherab) 

30 + 

Sera mnstry 

30 June 



Nyima Dondrup or Pema Dondrup 

- 

Shigatse 

sntncd May (<5 yrs) 

Pro-independence 


Pasang [layname] 

20 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Pasang Tsering 

c34 

Ganden mnstry/Meldrokungar 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Pema (f) 

16 

Tsangkhung nnry/Kongpo 

13/14 June 

Demonstrating 


Penpa 

24 

Ganden mnstry/Chawa 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Phurbu Gyaltsen 

26 

Ganden mnstry/Meldrokungar 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 

Released by Aug 

Phuntsok (f) 

18 

Tsangkhung nnry/Phenpo 

13/14 June 

Demonstrating 


Phuntsog 


Kumbum, Qinghai 

Mar 96 

Leaflets 


Phuntsog Dondrup (Tsering Bagdro) 

32 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Phuntsog Rabjor (Tsering Thubten) 

16 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Phuntsog Serthub (Tashi Lhundrup) 

23 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Phuntsog Thoesam (Tsering Bagdro) 

32 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 

Released in April 

Phurbu Tsering 

cl 7 

Ganden mnstry/Meldro Thangkya 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Samten Tsering 

20 

Ganden mnstry/Chawa 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Samten Yeshe 

22 

Ganden mnstry/Chawa 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Sangye Trinley 

24 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Sonam Dawa 

26 

Ganden mnstry/Meldrogungkar 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 

Released by Aug 

Sonam Tenpa 

24 

Ganden mnstry/Meldrokungar 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Sonam Tsering 

23 

Ganden mnstry/Kongpo Nyingtri 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Tamdrin [layname] 

22 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Tashi Dondrup 

30 

Ganden mnstry/Meldrokungar 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Tashi Peltar 

- 

Sera mnstry 

1 5 August 

Political Activities 


Techoe 

34 

Ganden mnstry/Meldro Gyama 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Tenchog Tenphel 

27 

Sakya mnstry 

1 September 

Died Sept 

Tenkyong 

25 

Ganden mnstry/Meldro Drigung 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Tenzin Khedrup (Tashi Dorje) 

44 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Tenzin Norbu (Yonten Gyalpo) 

26 

Ganden mnstry/Meldro Gyama 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Thubten Ngawang (Ngawang Kelsang) 

23 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Trinley 

28 

Ganden mnstry/Phenpo 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating - 

Released by Aug 96 

Tsering Lhamo (f) 

- 

Shigatse 

sntncd May (5 yrs?) 

Pro-independence 


Tsering Phuntsog 

30 

Ganden mnstry/Chawa 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating - 

Released by Aug 96 

Tseten (f) 

- 

laywoman 

c9th July 

Printing posters in Sera 


Tsewang Palden 

64 

Gyantse 

sntncd July (6 yrs?) 

Trying to escape; extended sentence 

Yangdrol (f) 

18 

Tsangkhung/Phenpo 

13/14 June 

Demonstrating 


Yeshe Changchub 

23 

Drepung mnstry 

20 August 



Yeshe Rabten (Sangye Tseten) 

25 

Ganden mnstry 

7/10 May 

Demonstrating 


Yungdrung 

24/5 

Lhasa, painter 

30 August 

Painting Dalai Lama 

Rel 27 October 
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Religion and Anti-Dalai Lama Campaign 


Religious life in 1996 was dominated by the "patriotic education" campaign. This meant teams of 
Party cadres spending three months in each monastery in the Tibet Autonomous Region giving 
daily classes in history, law, and politics. The first session began at Ganden monastery in May, 
and in June and August large "work teams" moved into Sera and Drepung monasteries 
respectively, and later into other religious centres. The sessions were meant to end with all monks 
and nuns aged 18 or over signing a statement of allegiance and being officially registered in return. 
In late August about 150 monks were expelled from Ganden, and a similar number, mostly those 
under 18, were sent away from Drepung. 

The patriotic study sessions were a formalisation of the anti-Dalai Lama campaign. This had 
continued in a less organised way in the first half of the year with a ban on the public display of 
photographs of the exiled Dalai Lama as part of an attempt to argue that "he is no longer a 
religious leader". Attempts to enforce the ban led to the 6 May conflict at Ganden, which led to 
the death of one monk and some 90 arrests. In Lhasa, government employees were forced to give 
signed statements stating how many Dalai Lama photographs they possess. Some Tibetans made 
a symbolic gesture of resistance by displaying empty frames on market stalls. 

By the end of the year there were signs that new committees, probably dominated by officials 
from outside the monasteries, were being established to run monasteries where the "patriotic 
education" drive had been completed. "We must close the doors of lamaseries which have serious 
problems or where political problems often occur," stated Tibet's Committee of Nationalities and 
Religious Affairs. There is evidence that a few small monasteries were closed in outlying areas, 
but in general the authorities have avoided conflict and have allowed almost all monasteries to 
stay open, without their younger novices and after signing declarations of allegiance. 


Nunnery and Monastery Closed Down; Religious 
Policy Tightens 

TIN News Update/4 March, 1996 

A nunnery and a monastery in western Tibet have been 
closed down by the authorities, according to unofficial 
reports from the area, indicating that tougher 
restrictions on religion are being gradually implemented 
in rural areas of Tibet. The Chinese authorities in Tibet 
announced two weeks ago that monasteries where 
monks or nuns were involved in political unrest would 
be closed, and ordered religious believers to "dedicate 
themselves jointly to the construction cause of socialist 
modernization". 

"We must close the doors of lamaseries which have 
serious problems or where political problems often 
occur for overhauling and consolidation and set a time 
limit for correction," said a statement by Tibet's 
Committee of Nationalities and Religious Affairs, carried 
on the front page of the February 15 edition of the 
official Tibet Daily. 

The first reports of monastery closures indicate that the 
practice has already begun in some remote rural areas 
and in one case suggest that the "overhauling and 
consolidation" was permanent, since most of the 
buildings were immediately demolished. 

The case involved 20 women at Shongchen nunnery, in 
Ngamring county, 100 km west of Shigatse, who were 
ordered to leave their nunnery on 29 November last 
year, according to the unofficial reports from 
Shongchen, which is in the southern part of Nakhu 
neighbourhood in Targyu township. 


Local officials are said to have told the nuns that orders 
had been received from Chen Kuiyuan, secretary of the 
Tibet Communist Party, saying that all the nuns should 
return to their homes. They were told that they could 
not join any other nunnery, but had to resume farming 
work. 

The women were given five days to demolish the 
buildings they had constructed at the nunnery as living 
quarters. The temple they had built appears to have 
been allowed to remain standing, but the nuns were 
told they could not use it. 

The nearby monastery of Doglho, which contained ten 
monks, is also said to have been closed down and the 
monks ordered to return to their homes. 

The reports, which are unconfirmed, do not make it 
clear if the nuns and monks had been involved in 
political activity, but say that the lama in charge of the 
nunnery "was taken away in a jeep and has 
disappeared", suggesting that he has been arrested. 
Lama Khedrup Gyatso, who comes from Kham in 
eastern Tibet, had inspired the reconstruction of the 
temple in Shongchen, which had been destroyed during 
the Chinese authorities crack-down on culture and 
religion between 1959 and 1979. The reconstruction, 
only recently completed, was funded by donations from 
local Tibetans. 

Nunnery Closed in Lhokha; Religious Policy Tightens 

The policy of closing monasteries has previously applied 
to institutions constructed without official permission, 
or only with local permission, but last month’s 
announcement in Tibet Daily is believed to be the first 
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time officials have been publicly told to close 
institutions down for political reasons. 

The nunnery of Namrab Samtenling in Gongkar county, 
in Lhokha, southern Tibet, was closed down in March 
1994 by officials of the Religious Affairs Bureau from 
Tsetang, on the grounds that it had been built without 
permission. Locals say that in fact permission for the 
building had been granted, but that officials 
subsequently claimed that separate consent had been 
required to consecrate the temple. The fourteen women 
who lived at the nunnery, together with their teacher, a 
monk, were given one week to leave. The nunnery, 
which belonged to the Sakyapa school, had been rebuilt 
by the nuns with money raised from local Tibetans 
three years earlier. 

The teacher was allowed to return to his home 
monastery but the nuns were sent back to their homes. 
Officials had threatened to demolish the nunnery 
building, but allowed it to remain standing under the 
care of a local farmer, who told them that he planned to 
use it as a sheep pen. 

The tougher policy towards monks and nuns was given 
formal articulation by China's leaders in a policy 
meeting called the "Third Forum on Work in Tibet", held 
in Beijing in July 1994. It ordered stricter controls on 
religion in Tibet, including the banning of any new 
monasteries built without permission, but the extent of 
the new controls is only gradually being publicised. 

"In view of the Dalai clique’s tactics that "controlling 
one monastery is tantamount to controlling one district 
of the Chinese Communist Party", we must ... limit the 
number of lamas in monasteries and forbid unauthorised 
construction of monasteries," said the Tibet Daily on 10 
March last year. 

By mid-1995 the local government of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region had already promulgated three sets 
of regulations on religious activities, including 
"Regulations on the Democratic Management of 
Lamaseries", "the Management of Religious Affairs in 
Tibet", and "a Detailed Rule on the Reincarnation of the 
Living Buddhas". 

In June 1 995 the local government in Tibet created a 
team of officials whose job is to register all temples and 
monasteries in order to check their legal status and to 
"improve the management of religious affairs", 
according to the Tibet Daily of 27 June, published by 
the BBC Monitoring Service. 

In January 1996 a Beijing official announced that the 
registration of religious sites throughout China was "on 
top of the three major tasks for religious work this 
year". The tasks included singling out pro-independence 
activists who are involved in religious activities as 
targets for punishment: "those who make use of 
religion to interfere with administrative, judicial, martial, 
educational and other social affairs, especially those 
who take advantage of religious reasons to split the 
country, must be severely cracked down upon 
according to law," Xinhua said on 14 January. 

The article printed on 1 5 February this year seems to 
have been a coded announcement that the first stage of 


the religious rectification campaign in Tibet ordered by 
the Third Forum in 1994 has been completed - the 
sending of work teams to monasteries to extract 
pledges of loyalty from monks and other religious 
leaders. "The overwhelming majority of lamaseries and 
the broad masses of monks and nuns in our region have 
been able to make a clean break politically with the 
Dalai, justly and forcefully resisted the infiltration 
activities of the Dalai clique," said the article. 

"However, we should also soberly see that the negative 
influence of religion has expanded to a certain extent in 
recent years and that numerous problems still exist in 
some lamaseries," it admitted. 

"Some believers have blindly sought religious feelings 
and abandoned the anti-separatism political stand. 
Therefore, it is of utmost importance to strengthen the 
management of lamaseries and education on patriotism, 
socialism, and anti-separatism among the broad masses 
of monks, nuns, and religious believers," it continued, 
indicating that the campaign will be continued through 
political education and through ensuring that only 
politically reliable monks are appointed to management 
positions in monasteries. 

The article included the most detailed description so far 
of the Party's current stand on what it now calls the 
socialist adaptation of Tibetan Buddhism. "The broad 
masses of religious personalities and religious believers 
[must be educated] to join with people with no religious 
belief to dedicate themselves jointly to the construction 
cause of socialist modernization. This is the demand 
and goal of guiding religion to be in keeping with 
socialism," it says, describing the struggle against 
"splittism" in monasteries as "the concentrated 
expression of the class struggle at the present stage of 
the region". 

Anti-Dalai Lama Speech at NPC 

Press conferences and articles about Tibet which 
accompany the annual session of the NPC, just opened 
in Beijing, include statements relating to the Dalai Lama 
which are unusually aggressive in tone. 

Lhalu Tsewang Dorje, a former minister in the Dalai 
Lama's government and currently a member of the 
CPPCC, has made the first major personal attack on the 
Dalai Lama in the current campaign. Previous 
propaganda attacks in the current campaign, which 
began in since November 1 994, have been fronted by 
politicians, officials or have been anonymous, but Lhalu 
is not an official or a Party politician. In his statement 
he questions the religious role of the Dalai Lama, says 
that he himself has. never prayed to the Dalai Lama, and 
doubts whether the Dalai Lama is really a reincarnation. 
Lhalu also describes his devotion to the new official 
Panchen Lama child. 

Dalai Lama Photographs Banned from Monasteries: "no 
longer a religious leader" 

TIN News Update/29 April, 1996 

Monasteries in Tibet have been forbidden to display 
photographs of the exiled Dalai Lama and police in 
Lhasa are ordering hotels and restaurants to remove all 
pictures of the exile leader as part of an escalating 
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campaign by the Chinese authorities to weaken religious 
support for the Dalai Lama. 

Plain-clothes police visited hotels and restaurants in the 
Tibetan capital on 22 and 23 April ordering Tibetans to 
take down photographs of the leader, who fled from 
Tibet 37 years ago and now heads an exile government 
in India. 

The ban is the most confrontational step taken so far by 
the Chinese authorities in a year-long campaign against 
the personal standing of the Dalai Lama. It reverses a 
1 5 year policy which symbolised the liberalisations of 
the early 1980s by allowing Tibetans the freedom to 
show religious respect to their exile leader despite his 
political views. 

A Chinese Embassy official in London refused to 
comment on the reports, saying it had not received 
news of such a ban. 

The police visits to Lhasa hotels came two weeks after 
a ban on public display of photographs of the Dalai 
Lama was announced on the front page of the 5 April 
edition of Xizang Ribao, the Chinese-language edition of 
the Tibet Daily, the official Party paper, a copy of which 
has just reached London. The ban was repeated in the 
Tibetan-language edition of the paper two days later. 
"The hanging of the Dalai's portrait in temples should 
gradually be banned," said the announcement. 

The announcement, which cited a previously unknown 
document called "Circular on Seizing and Confiscating 
Reactionary Propaganda Materials and Stepping Up 
Anti-Infiltrative Work in Religious Activities Centres", 
referred only to religious institutions. It is unclear why 
police are enforcing the new rules in secular 
establishments as well as monasteries, or why the ban 
is not being implemented gradually, as stated in the 
announcement. 

"Usually, the strategy is different: they impose a new 
regulation in one place and they see the reactions," said 
one Tibetan in Lhasa. "When it is OK, they extend little 
by little. Now, it looks as if they do not care about the 
reactions from inside or outside," added the Tibetan, 
who asked not to be named. The publication of such a 
ban in a major newspaper is also unusual and suggests 
increasing confidence amongst the leadership in the 
region. 

Dalai Lama "No Longer A Religious Leader" 

The newspaper indicated that the ban is part of an 
escalating effort to remove the Dalai Lama from his 
dominant position in Tibetan Buddhism. "The Dalai is no 
longer a religious leader who can bring happiness to the 
masses, but a guilty person of the motherland and the 
people," said the announcement. 

The anti-Dalai Lama campaign has previously focussed 
on his political standing but in the last six weeks has 
moved to a much more ambitious attack on his spiritual 
qualifications as well. The Dalai Lama "seems like a 
political swindler, not the incarnation of Buddha at all", 
a senior Tibetan aristocrat, Lhalu Tsewang Dorje, was 
quoted as saying on 6 March, according to the official 
Chinese news agency. The article made Lhalu the first 


Tibetan besides politicians to query in public the Dalai 
Lama's spiritual qualifications. Statements by named 
individuals are often used in the Chinese press to 
indicate that an official campaign in a similar vein is 
likely to follow. 

Tourists arriving from Lhasa say all Dalai Lama 
photographs had been taken down by last week in the 
Jokhang, the main temple in Lhasa, as well as in the 
Yak Hotel, the Snowlands Hotel, and various 
restaurants. 

"They came into where we were staying and the staff 
had to remove all the photos of the Dalai Lama," said 
one tourist who saw two policemen giving orders. 
"Local people were saying "they cannot remove him 
from our heart" and things like that," added the tourist, 
who asked not to be named. 

One picture of the current Dalai Lama is said to be still 
remaining in the Potala Palace, former home of the Dalai 
Lama. "The only picture of the Dalai Lama left on 
display in the Potala is the drawing hanging in the 
throne room showing him in Chinese clothes," said the 
tourist, who visited the Palace last week. 

They described a similar situation in the Jokhang 
Temple. "There are Dalai Lama photos still in the office 
of the Jokhang and in the monks' rooms, but every 
single small one in front of any statue has gone," he 
said, adding that in some places the Dalai Lama pictures 
have been replaced by pictures of the 10th Panchen 
Lama, a senior religious leader who never fled into exile 
but who has increasingly been viewed as a covert 
nationalist since his death in 1 989. 

In Drepung monastery, one of the major religious 
institutions near the capital, monks are reported to have 
been given special permission to delay the removal of 
the photographs until after the end of a series of 
religious teachings in a few days time. 

Although the newspaper order refers to confiscation of 
photographs, the police have not impounded the 
pictures, but have only ordered proprietors to remove 
them from display. In the Jokhang Temple, the pictures 
are reported to have been placed in a storeroom and a 
list compiled by officials. So far monks have not been 
banned from having pictures in their private quarters, 
although some sources say this may change in due 
course. 

Empty Picture Frames on Display 

There are accounts of symbolic resistance in Lhasa to 
the order, and some street traders in the city are now 
placing empty picture frames on their stalls alongside 
photographs of permitted lamas, as a gesture against 
the new decree, according to one tourist. 

In Gyu-me Tantric College in Lhasa monks have 
removed a famous picture of the Dalai Lama from one 
of their shrines but have refused to take down other 
pictures of the exiled leader. "The Gyu-me monks are 
resisting and there are still three smaller photos left up, 
and there is going to be trouble there," commented the 
tourist. 
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The extent to which the new order has been 
implemented elsewhere is unclear, and there are so far 
no reports of the situation in the major monasteries of 
Sera or Ganden. But the Tibet Daily announcement 
noted that the order had been relayed in person at a 
meeting on 4 April to the leaders of the seven main 
monasteries in the Lhasa area. 

The monastic leaders are unlikely to express dissent, as 
all "non-patriotic" people have been banned from 
holding official positions in the management 
committees of monasteries. "Leadership of these 
committees must be firmly held by patriotic and 
devoted monks and nuns," declared the same article. 

Certain monasteries and temples had received internal 
instructions earlier this year telling them to remove the 
offending photographs, but there was no public or 
region-wide instruction until this month. Monks at the 
Norbulingka and the Potala, the summer and winter 
palaces of the Dalai Lamas, were ordered to take down 
all Dalai Lama photographs on 24 January, according to 
a report in February by the exile Tibetan government. 

On 29 January a government delegation told the abbot 
of Ramoche Monastery in Lhasa to remove all Dalai 
Lama photographs, but monks refused to co-operate 
and threatened to boycott religious ceremonies if the 
order was carried out. 

The decision to ban pictures of Dalai Lama in 
monasteries follows a ban in July 1994 which 
prevented Government officials from having portraits of 
the Dalai Lama in their offices or in government 
accommodation. 

The photographs have been banned on the technical 
ground that they are now deemed to be "reactionary 
propaganda", an attempt to justify the apparent 
contradict with Article 36 of the Chinese Constitution 
which promises citizens freedom of religious belief. 
Photographs of the missing 7-year old child, Gendun 
Choekyi Nyima, recognised last May by the Dalai Lama 
but not by the Chinese government as the reincarnation 
of the 10th Panchen Lama, were banned even from 
private possession last year, but the order was not 
published. 

House to House Searches for Photographs Begin 

TIN News Update/21 May, 1996 

House to house searches for photographs of the Dalai 
Lama were due to take place in at least one part of 
Lhasa on Monday 20 May, according an official in the 
Tibetan capital. The searches, together with attempts 
to enforce a ban on display of the photographs in Lhasa 
monasteries last week, appear to be part of a high- 
profile three month campaign against Tibetan 
separatists, initiated ten days ago. 

"We have launched mobilisation meetings and will carry 
out home-by-home searches this afternoon to check for 
possession of photographs of the Dalai Lama," the 
unnamed factory official told a Reuters reporter in 
Beijing on Monday. The official said that he was not 
sure how people who opposed the order would be dealt 
with. 


A western tourist, contacted by TIN in Lhasa, said on 
Sunday that local Tibetans had told him that the 
authorities were going through private houses searching 
for pictures of the Dalai Lama, although this report 
could not be confirmed. 

It is still not clear if the searches are confined to the 
accommodation sections of government-run work units 
such as factories, or whether they will also take place 
in private residences. But the sweep of people's rooms 
suggests that the campaign to root out support for the 
exiled leader has been widened to include a ban on the 
private possession of the photographs as well as on 
their public display. 

The ban on the photographs was enforced in 
government offices in mid-1994, in hotels, restaurants 
and shops in April 1996, and in monasteries and 
schools earlier this month, but there was no ban on 
private possession of the photographs except among 
officials. A statement published in the official Tibet 
newspaper on 5 April only forbade display of the 
photographs in monasteries and temples, but a public 
statement banning possession of the photographs 
elsewhere is not expected until the order has been 
widely implemented. 

This evening Tibetans from Lhasa, contacted by TIN, 
said that there had been sporadic attempts during the 
1980s to dissuade people from having the photographs, 
but that these had not been seriously implemented. One 
senior figure, who asked not to be named, said he could 
not recall the widespread use of house to house 
searches since the Cultural Revolution twenty years 
ago. 

Three Month Anti-Crime Campaign 

The attempt to ban the photographs now appears to be 
the initial objective of a major campaign against crime 
that was announced on Tibet TV last week. The 
campaign was launched on 9 May with a large 
"mobilisation rally" attended by 1,200 senior Party 
cadres in Lhasa, who were told that a three month long 
campaign would begin from that day "to take 
immediate action against serious crime" throughout the 
prefecture and in the Tibet Autonomous Region as a 
whole. "We should fully mobilise and rely on the 
masses and fight a people’s war," the meeting was told 
by Raidi, one of three executive deputy secretaries in 
the Tibet Communist Party and the highest ranking 
Tibetan in the region. 

The political objectives of the campaign were suggested 
in a separate speech by Lobsang Dondrup, former 
mayor of Lhasa, who told the cadres that the campaign 
should be used "to unfold a serious fight against 
sabotage by separatists and other serious criminals ... 
Party committees must effectively prepare for the 
concentrated fight across the entire city," he said "We 
must deal a telling blow to criminals." 

Any leaders who "pay no attention to the struggle 
ideologically" will be investigated, Raidi told the 
meeting, which is similar to a campaign against crime 
and sabotage currently taking place in Xinjiang, where 
China is also dealing with a strong separatist 
movement. 
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The 9 May meeting in Lhasa was chaired by the 
previously unknown Lobsang Gyaltsen, the newly 
appointed mayor of Lhasa, believed to have been 
formerly a senior official in Nagchu prefecture, in what 
appears to have been his first major public appearance. 
His appointment and his public initiation in such a role 
indicate an increase in local influence for Raidi, who 
also comes from Nagchu, and now has allies in both the 
Lhasa city and Tibet regional leadership: Legchoe, 
regarded as close to Raidi, was promoted last year from 
secretary of the Lhasa City Party to deputy secretary of 
the Regional Party, and Lobsang Dondrup has recently 
been promoted to the position of vice-chairman of the 
Regional government and has replaced Legchoe as Party 
secretary of Lhasa City. 

The moves signify that Lhasa is again firmly controlled 
by the regional party, after a spell of relative autonomy 
under the leadership of Loga, who was dismissed as 
mayor in 1992. Loga's dismissal and the rise of Raidi 
are associated with the arrival in the region of Chen 
Kuiyuan, who has been Tibet Party Secretary since 
1992 and is widely regarded as a hard-line 
conservative. 

"These events indicate a trend back towards leftist 
policies, getting closer in style to class struggle 
tactics," one informed Tibetan told TIN, adding that 
they must have been sanctioned by Beijing. "Raidi and 
Chen cannot decide this - they only are the 
loudspeakers for the centre," he said. 

A Government spokesman in Lhasa gave the first 
official confirmation on Monday that a fight had taken 
place at Ganden monastery, which had been closed 
down as a result. "Monks encircled government 
administrators, beat them and injured two of them. 
After this incident, according to Chinese law, the 
government closed Ganden monastery on 8 May for 
consolidation and rectification," an official at the 
Religious Affairs Bureau told AFP in Beijing, noting that 
the incident began on the 6th not the 7th May as 
reported earlier. Earlier this year the Chinese authorities 
announced that any politically active monastery must 
be closed down, and is anyway involved in replacing all 
monastic officials with "patriotic" monks. 

A statement by the exile Tibetan government in India 
also reported that two officials had been hospitalised 
after being injured by the monks in the fight at Ganden, 
and named one of the wounded officials as Lobsang, a 
Tibetan member of the Lhasa Nationalities and Religious 
Affairs Committee. At least three monks are known to 
have been wounded by bullet fire, one of them 
seriously, and there are unconfirmed reports that two 
others may have been killed. At least 40 monks and 
nuns had to be hospitalised after a separate incident on 
14 May. 

Lhasa Monasteries Closed after Monk Shot, 40 
Detained 

TIN News Update/17 May, 1996 bl revised 

The two main monasteries in Lhasa have been sealed 
off from the public following a major protest in Ganden 
monastery, 40 kilometres east of the Tibetan capital. 


last week which led to at least forty arrests and a 
number of injuries, according to sources in the city. 

The forty monks are reported to have been arrested at 
Ganden monastery on 7 May after officials tried to 
impose new regulations banning photographs of the 
Dalai Lama from Buddhist temples, and at least one 
monk is reported to have been shot and wounded by 
police after fighting broke out and stones were thrown. 

At midday on Sunday the monastery of Drepung, 6 km 
west of Lhasa, was closed by the monks, apparently to 
indicate support for monks at Ganden monastery. 
Drepung, the third of the great monasteries in the Lhasa 
valley, has been closed to the public on Monday, and on 
the following day.the temple of Ramoche was also 
closed. Both are still closed to outsiders, according to 
reports today, 

On Tuesday the main temple in Tibet, the Jokhang, in 
the heart of Lhasa, staged a one-day shut-down in 
sympathy with the sealing off of the monasteries. 

An official of the Religious Affairs Bureau in Lhasa, 
contacted by telephone today, would not comment on 
the reports. 

A number of monks are said to have been beaten in 
incidents at Sera on Monday and in Ramoche the 
following day when officials arrived to enforce the 
order, according to unconfirmed reports from the city. 

The unrest is believed to stem from attempts to 
implement a government instruction, published in 
Tibet's main newspaper on 5 April, ordering pictures of 
the exile leader the Dalai Lama to be removed from 
temples. Display of the pictures had been tolerated 
since 1979 as part of a Chinese decision to allow 
religious freedom, but a progressively more aggressive 
stand has been emerging towards the Dalai Lama since 
late 1994. 

The 5 April instruction also ordered leaders in all 
monasteries to be replaced by monks known to be 
"patriotic", and attempts to implement this demand are 
believed to have been combined with efforts to remove 
the photographs. Government and party orders of this 
kind are carried out by Work Teams, known in Chinese 
as "gongzuo dui" or in Tibetan as "ledun rukhag", and it 
is one of these teams, composed of Party cadres, which 
entered Ganden monastery on 7 May. 

"This order was met with strong protests from the 
monks [which] resulted in a fight between the Work 
Inspection Team and the monks," said the Information 
Department of the exile Tibetan Government in a 
statement issued on Wednesday from its base in 
northern India. 

"In the scuffle, two Chinese police officials and two 
monks were injured. As the situation worsened, the 
monks ran up the hills surrounding the monastery and in 
self defence hurled down rocks at the Chinese 
officials." 

The exile statement said that two monks were shot 
dead when police went on to open fire on the monks, 
and that forty others were arrested. Sources in Lhasa 
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today confirmed accounts of unrest in Ganden last 
week, and estimated arrests at between fifty and sixty, 
and confirmed that at least one monk had received 
bullet wounds to the abdomen. There was no 
confirmation of any fatalities. 

Note: The monasteries were closed down by the monks in 
sympathy with the incident at Ganden, not by the authorities 
as published in earlier reports. 

Second Serious Incident in Lhasa Area: 

30 Nuns and up to 50 Others "Severely Beaten" 

TIN News Update/2300 hrs 18 May, 1996c 

A serious incident has taken place in the Lhasa area as 
monks and nuns continue to resist attempts by the 
authorities to impose a ban on display of photographs of 
the exiled Dalai Lama. This is the second major 
confrontation reported within a week and suggests 
police violence may have been more widespread than so 
far believed. 

The latest clash with the Chinese authorities took place 
on or shortly before Tuesday 14 May, and left up to 80 
people, at least 30 of them women, with serious 
injuries, according to an eyewitness account from the 
main Lhasa hospital. 

It followed a major disturbance at the monastery of 
Ganden, 40 km east of Lhasa, on 7 May, where two 
monks are believed to have been shot dead by police, 
according to unconfirmed reports. There are confirmed 
reports that at least three of the 500 monks at Ganden 
were shot and wounded, one of them seriously, and a 
fourth is in a serious condition after being beaten by 
police on the head. At least five other Tibetans involved 
in that incident are believed to have broken limbs, and 
there are unconfirmed reports that a number of Chinese 
officials were also injured. 

News of the latest incident emerged when two 
truckloads of wounded monks and nuns were delivered 
to the emergency unit of the Lhasa People's Hospital 
No.1 at 11.30 pm on Tuesday night. Approximately 30 
women and 15 men were unloaded from one of the 
trucks and taken into the hospital for treatment, 
accompanied by a police escort. 

"It was 11.30 at night and two big Chinese trucks 
came to the emergency unit at the hospital," said Takeo 
Fujimoto, a Japanese tourist who was looking after his 
American girlfriend in the hospital that night. "They 
took the people out of one truck, maybe around 40-50 
people, more than half of them young nuns." 

"Some people were walking, some people could not 
walk. They were holding each other, and some were 
crying or screaming," said Mr Fujimoto, speaking by 
phone from his hotel in Kathmandu, where he arrived by 
plane earlier today. 

The Tibetans appeared to be seriously wounded, 
according to Mr Fujimoto, who watched them being 
taken into the emergency unit. "I am one hundred per 
cent sure that somebody beat up them up. It was not 
like a car accident. Their whole faces were sore and 
covered with blood, and some people could not move." 


The second truck was not allowed to unload its 
wounded at the hospital and officials told the driver to 
go elsewhere, but Mr Fujimoto said there were signs of 
seriously injured people in the vehicle. "On the other 
truck I saw some legs hanging out from the back of the 
truck. They did not move," he said. "The truck left the 
courtyard, I don't know where they went." 

There were a few older women amongst the wounded 
who were accepted at the hospital and also some lay 
men wearing traditional Tibetan lay clothes and with 
long braided hair, also badly wounded, but most were 
monks or nuns in red robes, according to the tourist. 

30 of the wounded he saw were lay women or nuns, 
and about 15 were monks or laymen. "More than half 
were young nuns, all of them very, very young, maybe 
teenagers, and one was a young girl who had been 
beaten in the face. It was unbelievable," he said. 

The wounded were escorted by about five men in 
uniform, probably policemen. "They did not do anything 
except to talk to the doctors. They were just watching 
them," he said, noting that they appeared to be officers. 

There is no information about where the beatings had 
taken place, but they are believed to be part of 
resistance by Tibetans to the order to remove Dalai 
Lama photographs from shrines. 

There are unconfirmed reports that monks were beaten 
at Ramoche temple in Lhasa on Tuesday, and some 
sources claim that there was unrest at Sera monastery 
two days previously. Both institutions are within 2 km 
of the hospital but neither institution includes nuns. 
There are three nunneries near the hospital - Chubsang, 
Garu and Michungri - which have a long history of pro¬ 
independence activism and initial reports of unrest at 
Garu nunnery have been received and may be related to 
the incident. 

There are no reports of major street incidents in Lhasa 
in recent weeks, and the mixture of lay people, monks 
and nuns amongst, the wounded suggests that the 
incident took place at an important pilgrimage site near 
the Tibetan capital or at a number of locations on the 
same day. 

The incidents are all a response to the ban, first 
announced in print on 5 April, on the display of Dalai 
Lama photographs in monasteries and temples. The 
incident led to the protests at Ganden monastery on 7 
May, when a dispute with officials sent to impose the 
ban led to stones being thrown at the officials, and later 
to shooting by police. 

Photographs of the exiled Tibetan leader have been 
tolerated by the Chinese authorities as objects of 
religious worship since 1979 and the new policy 
indicates a shift towards confrontation by China in its 
approach to the pro-independence movement in Tibet. 
Tibetan nationalists have staged over 170 
demonstrations there since unrest re-emerged in 1987, 
and there are unconfirmed reports of a further 50 
incidents. Although the number of nuns in Tibet is 
probably less than 10% of the number of monks, 73 of 
the protests, or one third, have been staged by nuns. 
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Tourists Asked to Leave Hospital 

Mr Fujimoto, a 37 year old rug merchant from Kyushu 
in Japan, was on his first visit to Tibet with his 
girlfriend Lisa Lumbardi. The couple, who arrived in mid- 
April, had been intending to visit Mount Kailash in 
western Tibet when Ms Lumbardi became seriously ill 
with a combination of pneumonia and a severe kidney 
infection. 

At 2am on Wednesday morning, two hours after the 
wounded monks and nuns were brought in, doctors 
asked Ms Lumbardi to leave the hospital the next 
morning in order to make space for the emergency 
cases, although she was unable to walk at the time and 
was in acute pain. "It was a very unpleasant situation," 
said Ms Lumbardi, who was later offered a pain-killing 
injection, on condition she paid an extra fee. 

"They said they had done everything. There was not a 
whole lot of conversation but it was very clear they 
wanted us to go," said Ms Lumbardi, age 26, who 
comes from Texas. 

"I feel that they panicked, and that lack of space was 
not the reason they wanted us to go," Mr Fujimoto said, 
suggesting that staff did not want foreigners to see the 
injured monks and nuns. The hospital has 500 beds and 
makes a considerable income from treating foreigners. 
There are three other hospitals in Lhasa, including an 
Army hospital which is of a similar size and is little 
used, plus a hospital for women and children, and one 
for traditional Tibetan medicine. 

Anti-Dalai Lama Campaign Shifts to Schools 

TIN News Update/20 May, 1996 

Efforts to ban photographs of the exiled Dalai Lama 
have been stepped up as the campaign shifts to schools 
in Lhasa, according to reports from the Tibetan capital. 

Students in the city's middle, or secondary, schools 
were reportedly summoned to meetings on Thursday 16 
May, where they were told that possession of Dalai 
Lama photographs is no longer permitted. 

The children were also told that they could not wear 
sung-du, the red cords commonly worn around the wrist 
or the neck by Tibetan Buddhists. Literally "protection 
knots", the cords include a knot tied by a lama in the 
course of a Buddhist ceremony, and are supposed by 
believers to confer protection. 

The order banning the cords suggests a general attack 
on displays of religious belief, and goes further than the 
current campaign against the Dalai Lama, since all 
lamas or religious teachers give similar cords to their 
followers, and wearing one does not necessarily 
suggest a link with the Dalai Lama. 

One source claimed further that the children had been 
informed that they were also not permitted to have the 
pictures in their homes, although this could not be 
confirmed. 

No published orders yet ban private possession of the 
photographs, but many Tibetans are waiting to see if 
the Chinese authorities will push their campaign to its 


next and presumably final stage by mounting house to 
house searches for the pictures, and rumours are 
circulating widely in the city that such searches have 
already taken place in some areas. 

The campaign began in earnest 18 months ago when 
government employees in official accommodation were 
told they could not have pictures or any religious 
objects in their rooms. In January this year certain 
monasteries and temples were warned that they must 
remove the photographs, and unpublished statements 
were made warning Tibetans that the photographs 
would soon be banned from private houses as well as 
monasteries. 

The first published order appeared in the main 
newspaper in Tibet on 5 April, but said the ban applied 
only to monasteries and that it would be introduced 
"gradually". On 24 April small groups of officials visited 
public buildings in Lhasa - hotels, restaurants and shops 
- and enforced the new demand, apparently without 
open opposition. 

Orders banning schoolchildren from having Dalai Lama 
photographs were issued in middle schools frequently in 
1 986, when authorities first became concerned that the 
reforms of 1980 were going too far, but there is no sign 
that these were ever implemented, and generally the 
photographs have been tolerated on the grounds that 
they represent religious and not political loyalty. China 
is now arguing that the Dalai Lama does not deserve 
loyalty on either count. "The Dalai Lama is not a 
religious leader," China's Ambassador to Australia said 
last week, in an attack on plans to allow the exile monk 
to visit Australia this autumn. 

"This act has made us feel resentful, and deep ill feeling 
has been surfacing amongst Tibetans here," one 
Tibetan in Lhasa told TIN, commenting on the ban on 
Dalai Lama photographs. "When they make irreverent 
and aggressive criticism against him, it feels to us 
Tibetans like being stabbed through our hearts with a 
sword," he said. 

Ganden Monastery "Deserted" 

The monastery of Ganden, where a violent incident took 
place on 7 May when monks resisted orders to remove 
Dalai Lama pictures, is now almost deserted, according 
to sources in the area, who say that scores of monks 
have walked out of the monastery. 

"Now, all the monks of Ganden have left the 
monastery, and only the very young and old are still 
there," said one source, who asked not to be named. 
The monastery has been closed and a checkpoint set up 
at Taktse bridge which last week was preventing 
foreigners from leaving the Lhasa area in that direction, 
but now allows foreigners to pass provided they do not 
take the side road towards Ganden. 

The Taktse checkpoint, together with another one at 
Toelung on the west side of the capital, is also reported 
to be preventing monks from outside Lhasa entering the 
city. 

Reports of the numbers arrested at Ganden vary from 7 
to 70, but there are now said to be only a handful of 
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elderly monks and young boys left in the vast complex 
of monastery buildings. Even allowing for a number who 
may have been hospitalised, this suggests that a large 
number of the 500 Ganden monks may have returned 
to their villages. A significant number are known to be 
in hiding or have already set out to cross the Himalayan 
passes which lead to Nepal, from where they can seek 
refuge in India. 

The Ganden monks are reported to have told the work 
team that was sent to implement the photograph ban 
on 7 May that they would leave en masse if the ban 
was imposed, and appear to have carried out their 
threat. 

A similar statement is reported to have been made by 
monks at Sera monastery on 12 May when a group of 
Communist Party officials arrived there in a work team 
with similar instructions. A number of monks at Sera 
closed the gates of the monastery in protest at the 
order, a move which was copied by young monks in 
Drepung monastery and at the temples of Ramoche and 
Jokhang later last week. The closure of the two Lhasa 
monasteries and the two temples was not carried out 
by the authorities, as reported earlier, but was a gesture 
of protest by monks against the new ban. 

The Jokhang, Tibet's main temple, was re-opened after 
one day, and Sera re-opened on Saturday 18 May, in 
order to allow celebrations of a Buddhist festival, the 
first day of the Saga-dawa, to take place. Drepung and 
Ramoche have also re-opened, according to an 
unconfirmed report, and the order to remove the Dalai 
Lama photographs is believed to have been carried out 
in the public areas of the institutions. 

The shooting by police at Ganden on 7 May, which 
followed stone-throwing by monks, is now reported to 
have led to the deaths of two monks, although this 
figure is unconfirmed. Another monk received a bullet at 
the base of the spine, and is in a serious condition, and 
two others have bullet wounds in the leg. Another 
monk, a teacher at the monastery, was badly beaten on 
the base of the skull and has sustained neurological 
damage, and experiencing speech difficulties and fits, 
according to a source who had visited the patient, who 
described the teacher's condition as life-threatening. 
"There are at least 5 or 6 other monks who got broken 
legs and arms," the source claimed. 

A further sign of increasing tension came from the main 
prison in Lhasa, where relatives of inmates were told on 
14 May that they were not allowed their monthly visit 
to Drapchi jail, which holds up to 250 political 
prisoners. 

"The city is crawling with soldiers, and there are road¬ 
blocks on the road leading into Lhasa where they are 
checking who is coming in," said one western tourist 
contacted by phone in Lhasa yesterday. He added that 
his group had had difficulties returning from the centre 
of the city to their hotel on the outskirts of town 
because of police checks. 

Police carried out searches of two tourist hotels and a 
restaurants at midnight on 7 May, apparently in an 
attempt to identify a Westerner who by chance 
witnessed and photographed the incident at Ganden. 


The foreigner, who has asked not to be named, was the 
only tourist at Ganden at the time, and was told by 
monks that they had been ordered to remove all Dalai 
Lama pictures by that day. He later took pictures of 
monks throwing stones at officials during a violent 
confrontation and returned undetected to Lhasa before 
the shooting began. Police have so far failed to identify 
him, but have carried out body-searches of a number of 
westerners who match his description. 

Tourist Account of Monks' Protest, Police Search 
for Photographs 

TIN News Update/01 OOhrs 24 May, 1996 

The violent unrest in a Tibetan monastery two weeks 
ago began when Chinese officials refused to listen to 
complaints by a group of protesting monks, according 
to the only foreigner to have witnessed the incident. 

Police in Lhasa later conducted a sweep of French 
tourists in the city in an attempt to catch the foreigner, 
apparently in an attempt to stop him carrying 
photographs of the incident out of the country. 

The tourist, who returned to Europe earlier this week 
without being caught by police, says that the unrest 
began on 6 May when Chinese officials at the 
monastery of Ganden, 40 km east of Lhasa, refused to 
talk with a group of young monks who were 
complaining about an order banning Dalai Lama pictures 
from being displayed in the monastery. One of the 
officials was then badly beaten in a 5 minute burst of 
violence until older monks intervened and gave him first 
aid. 

After the incident senior monks immediately took steps 
to evacuate all children from the monastery, which 
houses between 500 and 700 monks, and told the 
tourist to leave immediately, apparently expecting 
serious repercussions as soon as security forces were 
informed of the protest. 

"A monk said I had to go away. He was extremely 
worried. My impression was that he was more worried 
than the others, because he was a senior monk and I 
think he expected to be targetted," said the tourist, 
who asked not to be named. "He told me they were 
trying to get all the children out of the monastery. 
That's what they were working on when I left," said 
the tourist, referring to the many children from local 
villages who attend the monastery. 

Police arrived at the isolated monastery a few hours 
later and are believed to have carried out vicious 
reprisals, leaving at least three monks wounded from 
gunfire, one of them seriously, and another one in a 
critical condition after being beaten at the base of the 
skull. Around 40 are believed to have been arrested and 
5 or more are said to have had their limbs broken during 
police beatings. Chinese officials have confirmed that 
there was an incident at the monastery, and said 
yesterday that it would be closed for at least two to 
three months. 

"When I arrived I was with a Tibetan family who were 
on pilgrimage, and I spent an hour and a half going 
round the different chapels with them," said the 32 
year old tourist, who works as a travel photographer 
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and specialises in landscape photography. "Then I met a 
monk who told me through them that the Chinese 
authorities had held a meeting there that morning with 
the senior monks. The officials had told them that they 
had to get rid of all the pictures of the Dalai Lama. He 
said it had to be implemented that day." 

”1 was surprised, because although I had visited the 
Potala Palace where you can't see even one picture of 
the Dalai Lama, in Ganden I had seen at least one 
picture in every chapel, and in the monks' rooms there 
were many," said the tourist, who had arrived in Tibet 
three days earlier on his first visit to the region. 

"The monk said he didn't know what he was going to 
do with the pictures but that he did not want the 
Chinese to get them. He seemed to be sad rather than 
worried. 

"I assumed they would not withdraw the pictures. I 
didn't expect anything to happen. The place looked 
completely peaceful, and in fact one of the monks urged 
me to stay overnight because it is so much more 
beautiful in the evening," said the tourist, who was the 
only outsider to remain at the monastery that afternoon. 

The majority of monks did not learn of the ban until 
about 4.30pm that afternoon, during the daily debating 
practice. 

"I had been taking photographs of the debating, and 
then suddenly they all got together and started to get 
very angry. Then they all ran from there to the Chinese 
building," said the tourist, referring to a large building 
within the monastery which houses the resident 
Chinese officials and police who monitor the monks. 
"First of all a group of the monks tried to talk to the 
officials but they were just sitting on a small wall, 
smiling and not even talking back to them." 

The account matches reports from the exile Tibetan 
government that Chinese officials have been careful to 
avoid openly declaring or implementing the ban 
themselves, preferring to get Tibetans to persuade 
others to carry out the order. 

"Then the whole thing stirred up and the monks started 
to dance. They were not being violent, they were going 
round the courtyard, and they were singing as well," 
said the tourist, who was encouraged by other monks 
to take photographs. "It was only after about ten 
minutes that they started to yell and to gather stones 
and to throw them at the officials." 

Four of the five officials, who were all in civilian 
clothes, then ran away from the monastery, but one 
was hit by a stone and took shelter in a nearby room. A 
few monks went into the officials' quarters and took 
out a stove, which they broke up in the courtyard, and 
threw blankets and other items onto the ground. They 
then broke into the room where the official was hiding, 
and pulled him into the courtyard. 

"They broke the door down and really hit him, they 
were holding him and hitting him from very close. There 
was blood all over him, he was badly beaten." said the 
tourist, who estimated that the beating lasted less than 
five minutes before older monks intervened. "Then the 


older monks took him away and looked after him and 
nursed him. They took him into one of the chapels. 
Later I went to see how he was and there were three 
older monks looking after him. He seemed to be alright, 
because he was walking, but he was crying." 

The attack on the official, who is described in other 
reports as a Tibetan from the Nationality and Religious 
Affairs Committee named Lobsang, was carried out by 
a small group of younger monks, although the event 
was watched by over 100 others. "All the youngsters I 
could see who had taken part looked very happy, 
standing around in small groups, some of them singing, 
some making anti-Chinese remarks in English," said the 
tourist. The whole sequence of events had lasted about 
20 minutes. 

The tourist was then advised by older monks to leave 
the monastery immediately "because things are going 
to happen". They seemed "extremely concerned", he 
said. 

French Identity Parade 

The photographer was able to get a lift back to his hotel 
in Lhasa with tourists in a passing minibus, but says he 
believes that a Chinese tour guide in the bus later 
informed police that he had photographs of the protest. 
Later that night the police, believing the photographer 
was French, went to the hotel, known as the 
Snowlands, and rounded up likely suspects for an 
identity parade. 

"Everybody in my hotel was searched and asked 
questions," the photographer says. "All the French had 
a fairly bad time and were asked whether they had been 
in Ganden. Four of them were put against a wall and 
this Chinese guide went along to try to identify them. 
One of them told me they had to swop clothes to try to 
have the right colour clothes on, and this took more 
than an hour," he said. Other French people in Lhasa 
had their belongings searched by police, apparently 
looking for films, and one French tourist reported being 
briefly detained and searched 5 days later at a mobile 
road check near the town of Gyantse by police who 
were looking for a Frenchman. He was released only 
when he proved that he had arrived in Tibet after 6 
May. 

The police made several visits to hotels in Lhasa and 
Shigatse where the photographer was staying, but he 
avoided detection by staying out late and by not 
sleeping in the room where he was registered. "I did not 
want the Chinese to be able to trace the photographs," 
says the tourist. "That is my main fear, because I have 
pictures where I think you can recognise people 
throwing stones. I think what they want is to identify 
those people." 

Officials in Lhasa yesterday confirmed that many of the 
600 or more monks at Ganden had left the monastery, 
but did not say if they had gone voluntarily. "The work 
team is now educating the monks in the monastery," an 
official from the Tibet Religious Affairs Bureau told 
Reuters in Beijing. "These lamas are young, they come 
from remote areas and are less educated, so the work 
team must teach them," he said. Since Monday the 
news agency and the BBC have both reported 
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statements by officials confirming that house to house 
searches or "spot checks in workers' homes" have been 
carried out in some parts of Lhasa to make sure that 
Dalai Lama photographs are no longer on display. The 
ban applies to any likeness of the Dalai Lama, including 
pictures on watches or pens, and was formally passed 
by the Lhasa People's Congress last week, according to 
a BBC report. 

13 Year Old Arrested at Ganden; Monk Dies from 
Bullet Wounds 

TIN News Update/12 June, 1996 

A 13 year old boy was interrogated and beaten by 
troops in reprisals for taking part in a protest at a major 
Tibetan monastery near Lhasa and is now in custody, 
according to unofficial reports from Tibet. The boy, a 
novice monk, was among at least 60 Tibetan monks 
from Ganden monastery who were arrested last month 
after resisting official demands that photographs of the 
exiled Dalai Lama be removed. 

One of the monks who was shot when troops fired into 
the monastery from surrounding mountains during 
reprisals for the protest has now died from his wounds. 
Kelsang Nyendrak, aged 40, died several days after a 
bullet entered his lower back, according to unofficial 
sources in Tibet. Several hundred other monks remain in 
hiding, at least five of them with bullet wounds, and 
between 61 and 90 are in prison. 

The Chinese authorities are now offering 5,000 yuan 
($600) as a reward for information about the monks 
who are in hiding, and have issued a general ultimatum 
saying any "splittists" involved in violence, together 
with those hiding them, must give themselves up to the 
police before 30 June. 

The raid took place at Ganden monastery, 40 km east 
of Lhasa, on 7 May, the day after hundreds of monks 
threw out a team of Chinese officials who had 
instructed the monks to take down pictures of the Dalai 
Lama on display in the monastery. 

Video footage obtained by TIN this week shows dozens 
of monks running down the mountainside as escaping 
Chinese officials drive away from the isolated hilltop 
monastery. Later, groups of jubilant monks can be seen 
cheering and shouting "Tibet is Independent" and "Long 
live the Dalai Lama" in the monastery. 

At 8.40 on the evening of 6 May, six hours after the 
monks' protest, ten truckloads of troops drove towards 
the monastery, but stopped well short of the monastery 
buildings, according to a Tibetan eyewitness. The 
troops then took up positions on surrounding hillsides 
overlooking the monastery, and at about 10pm began 
shooting at random into the monastery. 

The next morning soldiers fired warning shots with 
automatic weapons as teams carrying riot shields and 
batons entered the monastery before arresting at least 
61 monks, who were taken away in handcuffs. "They 
took down the photographs of the Dalai Lama from all 
the temples of the monastery and threw them on the 
floor, and kicked them and walked all over them," said 
the eyewitness, who has asked not to be named. 


A further 25 monks were arrested on 10 May, 
according to an unconfirmed report, which said that by 
16 May, when Chinese officials convened a formal 
meeting at the monastery to condemn the protestors, 
there were less than 50 monks left. "They were either 
old or sick," he said, "All the other 700 monks had 
either been arrested or had escaped." 

Chinese officials have confirmed that Ganden 
monastery is now closed for "re-structuring and re¬ 
organisation". Two western tourists who were able to 
obtain official permission to visit the monastery on 23 
May had to surrender their cameras to the police 
guarding the area before entering. The tourists said they 
saw no monks in the monastery, which they described 
as looking like "a dead fortress". 

Five other monks with bullet wounds are known to be 
amongst those in hiding in Tibet, three of them shot in 
the leg or buttocks, and two shot in the hand. A sixth 
monk, a 52 year old teacher at the monastery, is in 
hiding in a critical condition after being severely beaten 
around the head. 

Child Monks Detained 

40 of the arrested monks are now known to be in 
Gutsa detention centre, 4 km east of Lhasa, and the 
names of 26 are known. At least three are under 16 
years of age. One is a 15 year old novice monk named 
Gyatso Rinchen and another, Gelek Jinpa, is described 
as 14 years old, meaning that he is 13 years old by the 
western method of counting age. 

Gelek Jinpa, whose lay name is Tenzin Dawa, comes 
from the village of Serkhang in Taktse county. After the 
6th May protest he was interrogated and beaten six 
times by police in the monastery before he was taken 
to Gutsa prison on 16 May, according to separate 
sources in Lhasa. 

The report of his arrest, the 74th case of a Tibetan 
juvenile detained for a political offence in the last six 
years, comes five days after China escaped criticism 
from the UN for its practice of detaining child 
dissidents. Last Friday the UN Committee on the Rights 
of the Child concluded its four yearly assessment of 
China without referring to the widespread imprisonment 
of child dissidents. After pressure from its Russian 
delegate, the Committee also omitted from the written 
record its earlier expression of concern about the 
disappearance of the disputed Panchen Lama. 

Checks in Lhasa Houses, Religious Ceremony Filmed by 
Police 

Tension remains high in the capital Lhasa, where 
government employees, probably the majority of the 
population, have been required to give a signed 
statement saying how many Dalai Lama photographs 
they possess, according to an informed source in the 
city. 

Neighbourhood committees, which have responsibility 
for urban residents who are not government employees, 
have been collecting the names of residents who have 
relatives living in exile in India, and there are continuing 
reports of police teams visiting private houses late at 
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night to check for photographs. In the countryside, 
meetings have been taking place for some months 
warning people to remove Dalai Lama photographs, and 
in May rural officials have been telling villagers that 
they cannot hold gatherings. 

Tibetans from outside the capital are also coming under 
stricter control, and hotels in Lhasa are now fined 100 
yuan ($12) for any Tibetan guest who has not shown 
an identity card. 

On 1 June, the day which this year marked the 
Sagadawa or anniversary of the Enlightenment of the 
Buddha, government officials were instructed not to 
take part in the ceremonies, and checkpoints were 
placed from 30 May on roads leading to Drepung and 
Sera monasteries on the outskirts of Lhasa to prevent 
monks entering the city during the festival. 

In the early morning of 1st June military trucks with 
motorcycle escorts patrolled along the river every 10 
minutes carrying armed squads, and Tibetans who took 
part in the main celebrations, which consist of walking 
along the Lingkor or "outer circuit" around the old city 
of Lhasa, were filmed from daybreak by a video camera 
mounted on a police vehicle positioned besides the 
telecommunications centre, which overlooks the 
Lingkor. 


At 11am on 30 May, two days before the festival, a 
parade of convicted prisoners was held in Lhasa, the 
third such parade since 9 May, when Tibet launched its 
version of the China-wide "Strike Hard" campaign 
against crime. The parade consisted of three trucks, 
each carrying five prisoners with police guards, who 
were being taken to a public sentencing rally in a local 
stadium, according to some reports, some of which 
claim that a monk from Ganden was amongst the 
prisoners. 

"Before they used to announce executions in the Polo 
Lingka, and now, in May, the stadium is open again and 
they have started using it to announce death 
sentences," one Tibetan resident told TIN, saying that 
Beijing had become more confident since avoiding a 
censure motion in the UN in April. "Now they are 
announcing death sentences in the stadium it is if they 
are starting the Cultural Revolution again," added the 
Tibetan, who asked not to be identified. 

"In the face of [the Dalai clique's] interference and 
sabotage, we must remain solemn and adopt forceful 
measures to ensure Tibet's stability, social tranquillity 
and sustained, rapid and healthy development," TAR's 
Party Secretary told cadres on 18 May, according to the 
BBC Monitoring Service. 


List of 26 Monks detained from Ganden monastery after a protest on 6 May 1996. 

Appendix to TIN News Update/12 June, 1996: M 13 Year Old Arrested..." 


Religious name 

Lay name 

Age 

Yeshe Rabten 

Sangye Tseten 

25 yrs 

Gyatso Rinchen 

Lobsang Choegyal 

1 5 yrs 

Thubten Ngawang 

Ngawang Kelsang 

23 yrs 

Jampa Tsultrim 

Gyurme Tenzin 

25 yrs 

Tenzin Khedrup 

Tashi Dorje 

44 yrs 

Tenzin Norbu 

Yonten Gyalpo 

25 yrs 

Dragpa Kunsang 

Karil [dkar ril] 

41 yrs 

Ngawang Joglang 

Thubten Nyima 

25 yrs 

Lobsang Tenzin 

Dawa Tenzin 

37 yrs 

Phuntsog Dondrup 

Tsering Bagdro 

32 yrs 

Jampa Thamdoe [mthar ’dod] 

Gyatso 

26 yrs 

Lobsang Pelgye [’phel rgyal] 

Dondrup Kelsang 

25 yrs 

Lobsang Khetsun 

Lobsang Dawa 

22 yrs 

Phuntsog Rabjor 

Tsering Thubten 

16 yrs 

Khedrup Tenzin 

Lobsang Dawa 

22 yrs 

Gelek Jinpa 

Tenzin Dawa 

14 yrs 

Phuntsog Serthub 

Tashi Lhundrup 

23 yrs 

[name not known] 

Bu-yak 

19 yrs 

Phuntsog Thosam 

Tsering Bagdro 

32 yrs 

Ngawang Palden 

Dawa 

27 yrs 

[name not known] 

Tamdrin 

22 yrs 

Khedrup Gelek 

Jamyang Dondrup 

42 yrs 

Ngawang Donden 

Phuntsog Yonten 

21 yrs 

Lobsang Tenpa 

Lodroe 

19 yrs 

[name not known] 

Pasang 

20 yrs 

Ngawang Konchog 

Dragpa Tenzin 

19 yrs 


These monks are currently held at Gutsa Detention Centre, Lhasa, The names of at least 35 others arrested are not known. 
The monks were all arrested on 7 May or 10 May 1996. Ages are given by the Tibetan method of counting. 











TIN News Review No. 25: Reports from Tibet 1996 


page 49 


1,000 Monks Face Expulsion in Lhasa Re¬ 
education Drive 

TIN News Update/15 August, 1996 

Over 300 officials are carrying out a purge of dissident 
monks at the three main monasteries in Tibet, with 
some 1,000 or more monks being asked to sign pledges 
of political allegiance or face expulsion from their 
monastery, according to unofficial reports from Lhasa. 

Last week a team consisting of an estimated 150 
officials from the Communist Party began an operation 
to register and re-educate monks in Drepung monastery, 
4 km to the west of the Tibetan capital. A team of the 
same size has been carrying out a similar programme at 
Sera monastery, 3 km north of Lhasa, since 9 June, 
while in Ganden monastery, 40 km to the east of 
Lhasa, a team has been at work since early May. Each 
of the monasteries, established in the 15th century, has 
between 400 and 700 monks. 

Tourists contacted in Lhasa today confirmed reports 
that there were large teams of officials at Sera and 
Drepung but said that both monasteries were still open 
to visitors. "We heard that monks here are having to 
attend re-education meetings with the officials," said 
one tourist in the city, who asked not to be named. 

"Many of the monks in Tibet will find it difficult to stay 
now. They cannot accept a situation where they have 
to sign a statement against His Holiness," said a 
Ganden monk who arrived in India this week and who 
reported that dozens of other monks had left the 
monasteries and were on their way to India. Over 120, 
or about 60%, of the Tibetan refugees who reached 
Nepal or India last month were monks or nuns. 

On 5 August the authorities in Tibet announced an 
extension of the current "Strike Hard" or anti-crime 
campaign, which was originally scheduled to have 
ended last week, and called on "the whole society to go 
into action [to] fight against separatists' splittist and 
sabotage activities." 

"In particular, greater efforts must be made to improve 
the work of clearing up and straightening out 
lamaseries," said executive deputy secretary Raidi, the 
highest placed Tibetan cadre in the region, according to 
a Tibet TV broadcast monitored by the BBC. "To do 
this, all offices, bureaus, departments and commissions 
of the region are required to take the lead," the 
announcement continued, partly a demand that offices 
send members of their staff to join the re-education 
teams. 

The statement follows a speech given by Chen Kuiyuan, 
the Party Secretary in the Tibet region, on 14 May. 
"There are a few die-hard reactionaries in the 
monasteries who are hell-bent on following the Dalai," 
Chen told members of the Tibet People’s Congress, 
according to a transcript obtained by TIN. "In order to 
beat the splittist and sabotage activities of the Dalai 
Clique and protect the normal religious life of the 
masses of religious devotees, we must carry out a 
carefully differentiated rectification of the monasteries 
within our region," he said. 


The teams are involved in a two-fold operation, firstly 
registering or re-registering all the monks, and secondly 
getting the monks to sign pledges of political allegiance. 

"I was at Drepung when the Chinese authorities 
announced that the monks without proper permission or 
registration have to leave the monastery," said a monk 
from Drepung monastery, who escaped from Tibet this 
week. 

The Drepung monks were told they would get the blue- 
coloured identity card if they signed a document 
denouncing the Dalai Lama, but would otherwise face 
expulsion from the monasteries. "They said that we 
were to support the Panchen Lama recognised by the 
Chinese government and that we must condemn the 
Dalai Lama," said the monk, 20 year old Ngawang 
Kelsang. 

"In the beginning the Chinese said they just wanted to 
know what our opinions were," Ngawang Kelsang 
added, describing what is the typical method used by 
re-education teams in China, "but later when all the 
monks opposed the statement the Chinese officials took 
the monks one by one and forced them to sign. They 
said if we accepted it we would be permitted to stay in 
the monastery." The demand appears to apply to all 
monks, even those who are already registered. 

Recalcitrant monks are given re-education sessions in 
groups of 7 or 8 at a time, and then given solo sessions 
if they are still resistant, according to other reports. 

Other monks escaping to India this week describe the 
document they are being asked to sign as consisting of 
five political principles: opposition to separatism, the 
unity of Tibet and China, recognition of the Chinese- 
appointed Panchen Lama as the true Panchen Lama, 
denial that Tibet was or should be independent, and 
agreement that the Dalai Lama is destroying the unity 
of the people. 

A separate source claimed that some monks in Drepung 
were also being told to promise not to listen to the 
Tibetan language broadcasts of the US radio service. 
Voice of America. 

Pressure on Juveniles and Eastern Tibetans to Leave 
Monasteries 

Only about a third of the monks at the three 
monasteries are believed to be registered, meaning that 
about 1,000 others have not already obtained 
authorisation to become monks from the police and the 
local Religious Affairs Bureau. Rules banning 
unregistered monks from monasteries are long-standing 
but have not usually been implemented. 

A significant number of the unregistered monks are 
children, contravening a little-used Chinese law which 
bans those under 18 from joining monasteries. In May 
officials are reported to have ordered the monasteries of 
Drepung and Sera to close their schools for younger 
monks, all of whom are now being told to return to their 
homes by the work teams. 
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Regulations requiring monasteries only to accept local 
residents as monks have now been announced, leading 
to the likely expulsion of scores of monks who come 
from eastern Tibet, outside the Tibet Autonomous 
Region. The three monasteries are famous as training 
centres for men from all over the Tibetan Buddhist 
world, including Mongolia, and house large numbers of 
Tibetans from the Tibetan areas of Amdo, in Qinghai 
province, and Kham, in western Sichuan. 

Twenty-four year old Konchog Dondrup was one of the 
Amdowan monks at Sera until 13 June, when he left 
for India, four days after the work team began the 
registration process at his monastery. 

"On 9 June the Chinese came to the monastery and 
told the leader that all the monks should come to 
register if they wanted to be allowed to stay in the 
monastery." said the monk, interviewed after his 
escape. 

"Registration involves giving your details and giving 
fingerprints, and making a commitment to accept 
political education which they were planning to give 
soon after. I felt that to register was a betrayal of His 
Holiness and so I decided not to register and to flee to 
India," said Konchog, who added that Eastern Tibetans 
were not being allowed to register at Sera even if they 
accepted the conditions. 

A monk from Ganden monastery said that work team 
officials there had announced in May that only monks 
born in the neighbouring prefectures of Lhasa and 
Nagchu would be allowed to remain in Ganden. The 
monastery has been closed to outsiders and tourists 
since a protest against the arrival of a work team there 
on 6 May, apart from 1 August, when it reopened 
briefly, and there are unconfirmed reports that many of 
the 700 monks resident there fled after the protest. 54 
of the 63 Ganden monks arrested after the protest are 
still in custody, according to unofficial reports from 
Lhasa today. 

So far there are few reports of expulsions being carried 
out, with only four monks from Sera known to have 
been formally expelled. Three other Sera monks have 
been in prison since mid-July after being found with 
copies of political leaflets. 

Re-education Teams 

Re-education drives, which are sometimes referred to as 
"re-structuring and reorganisation" or "overhauling and 
consolidation", have been stepped up since a Party 
meeting in July 1994 called for a tougher line to be 
imposed on monasteries, but they are only now being 
seriously implemented in the Lhasa area. 

Monks who are registered get an identity card which 
gives them the right to travel around Tibet, and, which 
entitles them to attend all religious ceremonies, as well 
as receiving accommodation and some provisions. 

Previous campaigns, sometimes known less 
euphemistically as "screening and investigation", have 
been carried out at these monasteries several times 
since unrest resumed in Tibet in 1 987, but the scale of 
the current exercise is unusual. The operations are 


usually carried out by "work teams", or "gongzuo dui" 
in Chinese, which consist of less than a dozen people. 
The team currently in Sera is reported to consist of 150 
people, plus 30 drivers and cooks. 

The Sera team is led by 54 year old Lhakpa Phuntsog, a 
Tibetan who was made a vice-Governor of the Tibet 
region in 1991, where he holds the portfolios of culture 
and education. Before his promotion Lhakpa Phuntsog 
was head of the Tibetan branch of the Academy of 
Social Sciences, and is one of several respected Tibetan 
scholars ordered to take part in the re-education 
exercise, which includes teaching the official version of 
Tibetan history. 

Re-education teams are usually composed of junior or 
middle ranking party members, and the use of senior 
Tibetan cadres and scholars suggests an attempt to get 
leading Tibetans to incriminate themselves by high 
profile involvement in the controversial campaign. 

The work teams, which are due to spend three months 
in each monastery, are scheduled to move into the 
Jokhang, the main Temple in Tibet, later this month. 

Xinhua, the official Chinese news agency, this week 
published a cheerful account of Tibetan monks who 
have left monasteries and become laymen, a new 
theme in Chinese propaganda. "Our living conditions 
are now much better than before," a former 
Tashilhunpo monk was quoted as saying on 8 August. 
"Our new generation will go to colleges and see the 
outside world. Now we truly feel that we all have a 
future," said the former monk, who now lives in a 
village 20km east of Shigatse. 

Re-education Campaign Extended to All Tibet 
Region 

TIN News Update/7 September, 1996 

A campaign to re-educate Tibetan monks, which the 
Chinese authorities have confirmed is taking place in the 
main monasteries in Lhasa, is being extended to include 
all monasteries in the Tibet Autonomous Region, 
according to documents issued by the re-education 
teams. 

The documents also confirm that in one major 
institution monks who show a "bad attitude" in the re¬ 
education classes will be expelled from the monastery. 

The campaign, whose official objective is to educate 
monks in patriotism, aims to eradicate support for the 
independence movement, and monks say it focusses on 
a controversial demand that they make a five point 
declaration which includes an expression of direct 
opposition to the exiled Dalai Lama. 

"Those with a bad attitude to the studying and those 
with poor results or deliberately causing obstacles to 
the study will be severely criticised and their right to 
remain among the number of monks will be struck out 
[dgon sde 7 grwa grangs khongs kyi 'os bab med pa bzo 
rgyu yin]," says an official notice handed to each monk 
at Sera monastery, where a re-education team has been 
working since mid-June. 
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Last month an official said that force was not being used 
to get the monks to agree with the government's line. "It's 
not a question of expelling the lamas, who are free to 
pursue their religious activities within the law," an official 
from Lhasa's Foreign Affairs Bureau told the French news 
agency AFP on 16th August. 

"The government of the autonomous region of Tibet has 
decided to launch a patriotic education campaign in the 
temples," said the official, who named Ganden, Drepung 
and the Jokhang temple in Lhasa as monasteries where 
the campaign was taking place. 

The Sera document, dated 15 July 1996, says that "the 
Comprehensive Propaganda Education drive is an 
important method in the next stage in fixing the numbers 
of the masses of monks in the monastery" and orders 
groups to be set up to decide which monks will be allowed 
to stay. 

"The good students should not only be praised but should 
also be given consideration in advance for their names to 
remain among the number of monks", says the document, 
which was issued to each Sera monk by the "Sera 
Monastery Work Affairs Committee" - a synonym for the 
re-education team - in conjunction with the monastery's 
management committee. 

The document, entitled "The Important Points to be 
Understood by All the Sera Monks During the Study 
Session" says that the purpose of the patriotic education 
drive is "to implement the Party's policy on religion totally 
and correctly". It also aims to create "harmonious co¬ 
existence between the religious and socialist societies", 
and to implant "the thought of patriotism" and "the views 
of the government" in the minds of the monks, as well as 
to teach them to oppose any pro-independence activities. 

The document orders the monks to study four re¬ 
education text books, to attend lectures and meetings 
punctually and to take notes during the lectures. They are 
instructed not to make any noise during the sessions or to 
leave early, and they must not damage or write over their 
re-education manuals. 

The monks are also told to do one hour's homework each 
day, and to attend tutorials and smaller classes which will 
be held in each hostel. The document orders them to 
"actively speak out and contribute" in the sessions and to 
"speak from their hearts" to officials - "snying gtam shod 
pa " in Tibetan, a phrase which usually refers to 
declarations between lovers. 

Re-education sessions at Sera are reported to begin each 
day at 3pm, by which time tourists have to leave, 
according to one tourist who visited Sera last month. The 
daily discipline of monastic debates is now no longer 
allowed at Sera, claimed the tourist, who asked not to be 
named. 

The four re-education manuals which the Sera monks 
have to study are listed as Nos. 1-4 of a series called 
Explanations and Proclamations for the Propagation of 
Patriotic Education in Monasteries Throughout the TAR. 
Each one gives a "Proclamation" on a different topic: 


"Tibetan History", "Opposing Splittism", "Knowledge of the 
Law" and "Religious Policy". 

The books, which average about 100 pages in length, 
were published in June 1996 by a previously unknown 
office whose title - the "Administrative Office for the 
Propagation of Patriotic Education in Monasteries 
Throughout the Tibet Autonomous Region" - indicates that 
the current campaign is due to cover monasteries 
throughout the region. 

An official newspaper in Tibet gave an indication two 
weeks ago that the campaign would be applied to the 
whole region. "The monks in our region must carry out 
education on patriotism and emancipate those young 
monks who are deceived by the Dalai clique reactionary 
forces," said the August 23 issue of the Tibet Daily in a 
front page editorial, according to reports by AFP and 
Reuters. 

Tourists who visited Shalu monastery, near Shigatse, 
Palden Choede monastery in Gyantse, and Sakya 
monastery, all in central Tibet, said that there were re¬ 
education teams installed at all three institutions. There 
are daily four-hour re-education sessions at Sakya from 
3pm till 7pm, and thrice weekly sessions are held at 
Gyantse, on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, one 
tourist said she had been told. 



Re-education poster at Sakya monastery explaining to the 
monks why they should struggle against the Dalai clique, 
September 1996 [TIN Doc Ref: PI l(VH)] 


The work teams which carry out the re-education are 
larger than usual, and seem to number on average one 
official to every four monks. A team of 5 officials is at 
Shalu, which has about 20 monks; a team of 15 is at 
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Gyantse, with 60 monks; and a team of 20 is at Sakya 
where there are 80 monks. At Sera monastery, near 
Lhasa, there are said to be 70 officials in the re-education 
team, not 150 as stated in an earlier report, and at 
Drepung, which has about 4-500 monks, there are 180 
officials including cooks and drivers. 

The teams are expected to stay three months in each 
monastery and will live in their allotted monastery during 
the campaign. The ranks of the officials are much higher 
than usual, at least at Drepung, where the team includes 
four provincial level officials, and 40 officials with 
prefectural level rank, according to a source in the 
monastery. Commentators said that the involvement of 
such senior personnel was a display of political force, but 
that high leaders are unlikely to take part in the day to day 
operation of the campaign or to reside at the monastery. 

Monks from branch monasteries have to travel to their 
parent institutions to attend the re-education sessions, 
according to reports from Lhasa. The monks have to keep 
attendance slips to prove that they have turned up for 
each session. 

Arrests at Sera 

The names of three monks arrested at Sera monastery in 
July have now been made available by unofficial sources 
in Lhasa. One was a monk in his 20s called Ngawang 
Oeser, who is believed to have been accused of 
possessing or distributing leaflets or pro-independence 
literature. A teacher and a junior chant-leader at the 
monastery, Norbu, in his 30s, was also detained because 
he was found to have brought back books and tapes after 
a recent visit to the exile Tibetan community in India. The 
third known detainee is Kelsang, age 25, a monk at Sera 
Me college within Sera monastery, who was arrested for 
printing a text about Tibetan history. Kelsang, who comes 
from the village of Lhunkhang in Nyemo county, is a 
skilled wood-block printer who worked in the printing 
section of Sera monastery. 

This is the second time Kelsang, whose full name is 
believed to be Kelsang Phuntsog, has been arrested for a 
political offence. His previous arrest was in Lhasa on 
4tAugust 1991, when he tried to hand put leaflets on 
which he had printed slogans including "Tibet is 
independent!" and "Human Rights for People in Tibet!" He 
is believed to have served a three year sentence at Gutsa 
prison for distributing the leaflets. 

The Sera arrests are now believed to have taken place on 
about 1 July. There are reports of an additional 4 or 5 
arrests from Sera in mid-July, but these reports are 
unconfirmed. The ordination names of Norbu and Kelsang 
are not available. 

Note: Copies of the following documents can be obtained 
from TIN: the Sera document of 15 July on "Important 
Points"; three of the re-education manuals; a photograph 
of Kelsang Phuntsog; Kelsang Phuntsog's 1991 leaflet. 








“A Brief Explanation and Proclamation on Opposing 
Splittism” - one of the four text books issued by the 
TAR. Monastic Patriotic Education Committee for the 
monks to study, June 1996 


Re-education in Monasteries, July-August 1996: 
Additional Information 

TIN News Update: Note / 3 September, 1996 v2 

(Details to supplement TIN News Update/ 15 August, 1996: "1,000 
Monks Face Expulsion in Lhasa Re-education Drive") 

Re-education Campaign Moves Outside Lhasa 

Re-education teams are now reported to be in residence 
at monasteries outside Lhasa as well as in the three main 
monasteries in Lhasa. The teams are large, with one 
official to every four monks. A team of 5 officials is at 
Shalu monastery, near Shigatse, where there are about 
20 monks; a team of 15 is at Gyantse, which has 60 
monks; and a team of 20 at Sakya, where there are 80 
monks. There are daily sessions at Sakya from 3pm till 
7pm and thrice weekly sessions at Gyantse, on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. The teams are expected to 
stay 3 months in each monastery. 

The number of officials in the re-education team at Sera is 
70, not 150 as stated in the earlier report. The number of 
officials in the team at Drepung, which began its work on 
about 1 August, is 180, as stated earlier, including cooks 
and drivers. 




TIN News Review No. 25: Reports from Tibet 1996 


Text Books: 

The monks are obliged to study four books during the 
re-education sessions. The books have been specially 
produced by a new department called "Office for the 
Propagation of Patriotic Education in Monasteries 
Throughout the Tibet Autonomous Region" [bod rang 
skyongs Ijongs kyi dgon sde 7 nang rgyal bees ring lugs 
kyi slob gso spel ba'i gzhung las khung]. The titles of 
the three books are: 

- No 1: Brief Explanation and Proclamation on Tibetan 

History (82 pp) 

[bod kyi lo rgyus sgrog sbyang 'grel bshad gnad 
bsdusj 

- No.2: Brief Explanation and Proclamation on Opposing 

Splittism (128 pp) 

[kha phrel lo ngo rgol bya rgyu'i sgrog sbyang 'grel 
bshad gnad bsdusj 

- No.3: Brief Explanation and Proclamation on 

Knowledge about the Law (93 pp) 

[khrims lugs shes bya'I sgrog sbyang 'grel bshad 
gnad bsdusj 

- No.4: Brief Explanation and Proclamation on Religious 

Policy 

[chos lugs srid 'jus kyi sgrog sbyang 'grel bshad kyi 
gnad bsdusj. 

The four manuals, printed in June 1 996, are described 
as Nos. 1-4 of a series called Explanations and 
Commentaries for the Propagation of Patriotic Education 
in Monasteries Throughout the TAR. The monks will 
spend three months in each monastery studying the 
texts in sessions with officials from the work teams. 

Arrests at Sera: 

At least three monks were arrested at Sera monastery 
in July. Their names are now reported to be: 

Norbu*: Age 30s, a teacher and a junior chant-leader at 
the monastery. He had visited the exile community in 
India and had brought back books and tapes from India 
which he had circulated. 

Ngawang Oeser: A monk in his 20s. 

Kelsang*: Age 25, a monk at Sera Me college within 
Sera monastery, was arrested for printing a text about 
Tibetan history. This is the second time Kelsang, whose 
full name is believed to be Kelsang Phuntsog, has been 
arrested for a political offence. His previous arrest was 
at 5pm on 4 August 1991, as he was starting to hand 
put leaflets in the Barkor. The leaflets were carved from 
a wood block and consisted of three slogans: "Tibet is 
independent! The Red Chinese Must Leave Tibet! 
Human Rights for Tibetans!" He is believed to have 
served a three year sentence at Gutsa prison for 
distributing the posters. Kelsang Phuntsog, a skilled 
wood-block printer who worked in the printing section 
of Sera monastery, comes from the village of 
Lhunkhang in Nyemo county. 


These arrests are now believed to have taken place on 
about 1 July. There are reports of an additional 4 or 5 
arrests from Sera in mid-July, but these reports are 
unconfirmed. 

*These are probably laynames. Ordination names are not 
known. 

Note: Copies of the 1991 leaflet produced by Kelsang 
Phuntsog and of a photograph of him, and of the four re¬ 
education manuals can be obtained from TIN. 

Sera Monastery Re-education Instructions: 
Translation 

Appendix to TIN News Update 7th September 1996: "Re¬ 
education Campaign Extended to all Tibet Region" 

TIN Doc. Ref.: 21 (VG)/59(VF) 

Date Written: 15 July 1996 
Date Received: 3 September, 1996 
No of Pages: 2 on one side of one sheet 
Language, script: printed in u-chen 

Original: Piece of white paper of unknown size, arranged in 
landscape format and folded vertically down the centre to 
offer two faces, numbered as pages 1 and 2 by TIN. Consists 
of a title printed in bold and then an introductory paragraph 
followed by six numbered paragraphs. Circular single-rimmed 
red stamp of issuing authority is over date and name of 
authority at foot of page 2. 

Page numbers: none 
Status: issued to each monk 

Title in Tibetan: se ra dgon pa'igrwa dmangs kyis slob sbyung 
byed skabs shes dgos ba 7 don gnad 

[Title in English: What the Masses of Sera Monastery Must 
Know for the Education Session.] 

Issued by: se ra dgon pa'i las don tshogs chung dang se ra 
dgon pa'i dmangs gtso bdag gnyer au than nas (Sera 
Monastery work squad [little group] and Sera Democractic 
Management Committee) 

Subject: patriotic re-education campaign 
Doc.type: official instructions 

21 (VG Translation 


The Important Points to be Understood by All the Sera 
Monks During the Study Session [se ra dgon pa'i grwa 
dmangs yongs kyis slob sbyongs byed skabs shes dgos 
pa'i don gnad] 

To all the monks of Sera Monastery: 

The time has arrived for patriotic education to take 
place in Sera Monastery by means of Comprehensive 
Propaganda Education [geig sdud kyis drit bsgrags slob 
gsoj. The purpose of carrying out this education session 
is to implement the Party's policy on religion totally and 
correctly [cha tshangs yang dag gi sgo nas tang gi chos 
lugs srid 'jus lag ten byed rgyuj , to stress the 
management of religious affairs according to law, and 
to initiate efforts for the harmonious co-existence 
between the religious and socialist societies [chos lugs 
dang spyi tshogs ring lugs kyi spyi tshogs 'tshams 
mthun yongs baj. It is also aimed at creating the 
thought of patriotism [rgyal gees ring lugs kyi bsam bio] 
and implanting in the masses of the monks the views of 
the government, the political view and the legal view 
[srid gzhung gi Ita ba dang chab srid kyi Ita ba dang 
khrims lugs Ita 'zugsj. The campaign is also for the 
purpose of educating [monks] to oppose completely any 
activities aimed at splitting the motherland. 
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Therefore, in order to achieve high results from this 
study session, the following special instructions are 
recommended [dmigs gsa/ blang bya]\ 

1) The following materials, which have been distributed 
to every one, will be used for the propaganda education: 

- "A Brief Explanation and Proclamation on Tibetan 
History" [bod kyi lo rgyus sgrog sbyang 'grel bshad kyi 
gnad bsdus] 

- "A Brief Explanation and Proclamation on Opposing 
Splittism" [kha phral la ngo rgol by a rgyu'i sgrog sbyang 
'grel bshad kyi gnad bsdus] 

- "A Brief Explanation and Proclamation on Legal 
Knowledge" [khrims lugs shes bya'i sgrog sbyang 'grel 
bshad kyi gnad bsdus] 

- "A Brief Explanation and Proclamation on Religious 
Policy" fchos lugs srid 'jus kyi sgrog sbyang 'grel bshad 
kyi gnad bsdus]. 

These books will also be the main text books for the 
coming long period of study, so every one who can read 
must study them well. Every one must keep the above 
books very carefully and must not tear them or write 
over them or delete anything. 

2) Every one must attend punctually and listen to 
reports, lectures and tutorials [snyan sgron nyan pa 
dang 'shad 'khrid nyan pa dang zur 'khrid nyan pa]. 
While the class is in session everyone must be 
disciplined, listen very carefully and take notes about 
the subject. No-one must leave early or make any noise. 
No-one must engage in any actions which are not 
conneted to the subject and no-one must cause any 
disruption in the classroom. 

3) The method of study is: giving speeches in the 
meetings, teaching in smaller groups, and holding 
discussions in the college hostels [khams [sic] tshan]. 
Besides doing study on one's own, there will be the 
additional activities of attending tutorials and listening 
to reports. There will also be the practices of speaking 
individually from one's heart [snying gtam shod pa] in 
discussions in the hostels and in the classes that have 
divided into small groups. 

4) The monks must participate in discussions seriously 
and must actively speak out and contribute. Questions 
are welcome. Monks are also welcome to go and find 
the members of Masses of Monks' Work Affairs 
Committee [grwa dmangs kyi las don tsogs chung] in 
order to speak from your heart and participate in 
tutorials. 

5) During the Comprehensive Propaganda Education 
[Drive] the individual monks must organise their own 
timetable and spend one hour continuously every day on 
doing home work. 

6) The Comprehensive Propaganda Education [Drive] is 
an important method in the next stage in fixing the 
numbers of the masses of monks in the monastery 
Idgon sde'i grwa grangs gtan 'khel bzo rgyu'i]. 
Therefore, during the study period, time must be 
allocated and groups organised to do the work of fixing 
the numbers of the masses of the monk. The good 
students should not only be praised but also be given 
consideration in advance for their names to remain 


among the number of monks [who will be allowed to 
stay]. Those with a bad attitude to the studying and 
those with poor results or deliberately causing obstacles 
to the study will be severely criticised and their right to 
remain among the number of monks will be struck out 
[dgon sde 7 grwa grangs khongs kyi 'os bab med pa bzo 
rgyu yin]. 

Issued by: 

- the Sera Monastery Work Affairs Committee 

- the Sera Monastery Democratic Management 

Committee. 

15 July 1996 

[Sealed] 


Re-education Drive: Sera Monks Issue Statement - 
Arrests Rise to 13 

TIN News Update /18 September, 1996 

Arrests during a re-education drive in Tibetan 
monasteries climbed to 13 as monks at a major 
monastery in Lhasa issued a statement saying they are 
refusing to comply with official demands. Propaganda 
teams have carried out daily re-education sessions for 
over two months to try to get the monks to denounce 
the pro-independence movement and its leader, the 
Dalai Lama, and to accept that Tibet is part of China. 

The four page statement, received in London today, 
was written in late August by an unknown group of 
monks at Sera monastery, 3 km north of Lhasa. It says 
that the monks have not yielded to pressure from the 
team of 70 propaganda officials in the monastery, who 
since 17th June have been trying to educate the 400 or 
more monks there in "patriotism". 

"We, the monks of Sera, are keeping to our 
commitment and are united," says the statement. "We 
are therefore sending our greetings to you," it 
concludes, apparently addressing the outside world. 

The handwritten declaration, which took nearly a month 
to smuggle out of Tibet to the outside world, is in line 
with reports by travellers that Sera monks have so far 
rejected demands to condemn the Dalai Lama. 

The re-education campaign at Sera, officially known as 
a patriotic education study session or "Loving the 
Motherland and Loving Religion", is due to finish there 
this week, when monks who still refuse to accept a five 
point declaration of opposition to the pro-independence 
movement are expected to be refused permission to 
remain at the monastery. 

"The number of the monks in the monastery is going to 
be fixed and we believe that most of the monks are 
going to be turned down," says the monks' statement. 

Similar three-month re-education campaigns are going 
on at monasteries throughout the Tibet region, but the 
one at Sera will be the first to conclude. 

The number of people arrested at Sera since the re¬ 
education campaign began has now risen to ten, 
according to reports from various sources in Tibet. The 
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Sera monks' statement confirms the names of seven of 
the detainees, of whom three are already known: 
Ngawang Oeser, arrested on 28 June for writing a pro¬ 
independence leaflet; Norbu, also known as Lobsang 
Sherab, arrested on 30 June on suspicion of 
involvement in producing the leaflet; and Kelsang, also 
known as Kelsang Phuntsog or Lobsang, a wood-block 
printer at the monastery, arrested on 9 July for printing 
a similar document. Kelsang had been released from a 
previous three year sentence for a similar offence the 
previous year. 

A second printer, named Bu-zhon, is now reported to 
have been arrested on the same night as Kelsang, 
apparently for a related offence, along with two 
laywomen living near the monastery. The names of the 
women are not known. 

At about 11.15pm on 15 August four more monks 
were arrested from Sera: Lobsang Nyima, the kunyer or 
caretaker-monk of the Tamdrin chapel at Sera; Tashi 
Peltar, the kunyer at Sera Mey college in the monastery; 
a student monk called Bu Tsering and a monk named 
Lobsang Samten. 


The four arrests on 15 August took place "at the time 
that the photograph of His Holiness the Dalai Lama was 
being taken down", according to the Sera monks' 
statement, without giving further explanation. The 
Chinese authorities announced on 4 April this year a 
ban on the display of photographs of the exiled Tibetan 
leader, and earlier attempts to enforce the prohibition 
have led to conflict, notably at Ganden monastery 40 
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km east of Lhasa where at least one monk died after 
police opened fire on monks on 6 May to punish monks 
for a brief protest. 

Three Drepung Arrests 

Three monks are now known to have been arrested at 
Drepung monastery, where the re-education campaign 
began in early August, six weeks after the beginning of 
the Sera campaign. 

Yeshe Changchub was detained from the monastery on 
20 August, and Ngawang Choegyal, whose layname is 
Gyatso, was detained on 30 August. Both monks are 
about 23 years old. 

The reasons for the arrests are unclear, with some 
reports saying the monks had refused to denounce the 
Dalai Lama, while others say one of them had been 
discovered arranging for food from the monastery to be 
passed secretly to political prisoners in a nearby jail. 

A third monk, Jampel Wangchug, was arrested at 
around the same time, probably because he had 
recently returned from an unapproved trip to India. 

Monks at Drepung face the same restrictions as their 
counterparts at Sera, according to a set of regulations 
issued to each Drepung monk, a copy of which was 
obtained today. The Drepung rules order the monks to 
attend each education session, to take notes at each of 
the lectures and on the four set textbooks, and to do an 
hour's homework each day. The rules, issued on 21 
August, warn that monks "with bad attitudes and poor 
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Instructions issued to monks at Sera about how they should 
behave during the Patriotic Education "comprehensive study 
session", July 1996 
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results" in the education campaign will face expulsion 
from the monastery. 

The Drepung rules are expressed more courteously than 
the Sera rules, and emphasise incentives as well as 
threats: "if you study really hard and if you behave well 
we will include you in the list of monks [who will be 
allowed to remain in the monastery] whether you were 
registered before or not," Drepung monks are told. The 
Drepung rules note that monks will be examined on 
their studies on patriotism in writing as well as orally. 

"About 180 Chinese have come here and are staying in 
the monastery for 3 months," one Drepung monk said 
in a personal statement received from Lhasa today. 
"Everyday we study and listen with them for four 
hours, with each monk having to speak one by one." 

"If we are against them, then we will be sent out from 
the monastery," he added. 

An official Tibetan newspaper said last week that the 
officials had decided to focus on Sera, Drepung and 
Ganden monasteries as test cases in order to gain 
experience with which to direct the reorganisation of 
monasteries throughout the region, according to a 
Reuters report from Beijing on 1 5th September. 

"A lot of monasteries have already become bases for 
splittist activities, and a minority of monks and nuns 
have become the backbone of the splittists," said Raidi, 
deputy party secretary in Tibet, in a speech published in 
the Tibet Daily on 7 September. "We must resolutely 
overthrow the strongholds of the Dalai Lama clique," he 
added. 

Expulsions, Arrests, Death Reported During Re¬ 
education Drive 

TIN News Update/27 November, 1996 

A political re-education campaign in Tibetan 
monasteries has so far led to at least 150 monks being 
expelled from their monasteries, 20 reported arrests, 
and one alleged death in custody, according to unofficial 
reports from Tibet. 

The "comprehensive patriotic education programme in 
temples" has been going on in Tibetan monasteries 
since May this year and is part of a drive by the 
authorities to "cleanse the feudal, foolish and backward 
atmosphere poisoned by the Dalai clique," according to 
Tibet's Party Secretary last week. 

As the three month training sessions reach their 
conclusions monks at the major monasteries in central 
Tibet are being made to sit written examinations of 
their political beliefs, which include an invitation to 
denounce the exiled Tibetan leader, the Dalai Lama. 

A number of monks have now been made to leave their 
monasteries for refusing to give correct answers to the 
exams. At Ganden monastery, 40 km east of Lhasa, 
about 150 monks were formally expelled on 30 and 31 
August because they had "gone against the nation". 
Names of the 92 monks, who were told to become 
farmers or traders, had been decided after a written 
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examination in which they were asked to write down 
the four "hats" or crimes of the Dalai Lama. 

Since 1980 the Chinese authorities have avoided 
singling out the Dalai Lama for personal criticism, and 
asking people to list his "hats" or the official terms for 
denouncing him, common practice during the Cultural 
Revolution, is probably unprecedented in the last 15 
years. 

Out of some 90 monks detained at Ganden in May this 
year after a violent protest against an order to remove 
photographs of the Dalai Lama 26 have now been 
released, leaving at least 1 5 still in custody and about 
45 unaccounted for. 

At Drepung monastery, 6 km west of Lhasa, at least 
one monk who argued with political educators has been 
given a three year prison sentence, and four others are 
in custody with unknown sentences. Ngawang 
Tharchin, aged 21, was given a 3 year sentence last 
month after interrupting a lecture at Drepung and 
describing as "false history" the claim that Tibet has 
been part of China since the 13th century. 

Nine monks have been arrested from Sera monastery, 3 
km north of the capital, apparently after being found 
with leaflets, literature or posters which criticised the 
re-education process. 

At Sakya monastery, 100 km south-west of Shigatse, a 
monk died in the local county prison on 14th 
September, two weeks after being arrested during a re¬ 
education session, according to unofficial sources in the 
area. The exact reason for his arrest is unclear, but the 
monk, 27-year old Tenchog Tenphel, is reported to have 
argued with the re-education officials shortly before the 
arrest. Local sources allege that he died as a result of 
abuse in prison. 

Expulsions from Ganden 

The first wave of mass expulsions took place on 30 
August at Ganden monastery, where the political 
education campaign began in May, about one month 
earlier than in other monasteries. The monks were told 
to gather at the Gyukhang or Tantric Hall, where the 
expulsions were announced, according to Sonam 
Choephel, a 21 year old monk at Ganden who has since 
escaped to India. "They called each name to check who 
was missing. Then we all sat down, surrounded by 
about 200 soldiers with their guns pointed at us," he 
said. 

The names of 92 Ganden monks were read out, 
including 15 monks who had been amongst those 
imprisoned after the 6th May protest. At least 11 of the 
15 had been released from Gutsa prison that day, 
including Geleg Jinpa, now aged 1 5 or 16, a child monk 
who had been shot in the thigh when troops put down 
the May protest and Dorje, aged 17 or 18, another 
junior monk who had been shot in the leg. 

"They didn't give any reason for the expulsions," said 
Sonam Choephel, who comes from Dawu in Kham, 
Eastern Tibet. "Namgyal [the leader of the monastery's 
official management committee] read out the names 
and each monk called had to stand up and join the 
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group of those already named. We were all made to 
stand in line while they explained that we had gone 
against our nation. Then they took our photographs." 

The monks were informed by Phuntsog, a leading 
official from Lhasa, that they could not rejoin any 
monastery and that they could not go to Lhasa unless 
they were originally from the city. 

The expelled monks were given one and a half hours to 
pack. "Then they put us into groups according to where 
we were from," said Sonam. "Each group was 
accompanied by a pair of either officials or soldiers and 
escorted back to their birthplace, to be handed over to 
our families." 

The choice of which monk to expel was decided by 
political officials during the 3 month re-education 
session, according to Sonam Choephel. "The officials 
had observed the monks and whether they had 
reformed or not, their attitude and everything. Some of 
the monks must have said that the Chinese are good," 
he said. "In my case, there was a written examination 
in July, after two months of re-education, in which we 
were asked to write down the four hats of the Dalai 
Lama." 

"I wrote that a religious Lama has nothing to do with 
politics [chos kyi bla ma chab srid ma red]. Afterwards 
all of us monks were summoned and asked why we had 
done this," he said, "So it was probably based on all 
this rather than on involvement in the May 
demonstration." 

The answer which the monk should have given to 
Question 7, which asked "what were the four hats 
which the Dalai Lama wears, as described by comrade 
Li Ruihuan," was "promoting Tibetan independence, 
being a tool of anti-China international forces and a 
leader of a political group, being the main cause of 
instability in Tibet, and being the main obstacle to the 
smooth functioning of Buddhism in Tibet," according to 
a copy of the paper obtained by the exile Tibetan 
government in India. It is unclear why Li Ruihuan, a 
member of the Chinese Politburo Standing Committee 
and generally regarded as a relatively moderate figure in 
the leadership, has been cited as the political authority 
in the denunciation process. The move may be an 
attempt to implicate him in hard line policies. 

On 31 August, the day after the 92 monks were 
expelled, a second group of monks were reportedly 
expelled, most of them juveniles below the age of 1 5 
who are not allowed by Chinese law to join 
monasteries. The size of the second group is variously 
estimated at around 60 or 70. This leaves about three 
hundred monks in Ganden, according to Sonam 
Choephel, including about 90 who are working there as 
guides, animal-herders, cooks or administrators. This is 
one hundred below the official ceiling on admissions of 
400, indicating that registered as well as unregistered 
monks were expelled. 

Between 85 and 91 monks from Ganden are believed to 
have been detained in the three days following the 
demonstration in May. Eight were released from prison 
one month later, and three more were released on 23 
July, plus the 15 released on 30 August. 15 named 


Ganden monks are known to be still in custody and a 
further 45 monks from Ganden remain unaccounted for. 

Drepung: Five Points, Two Choices 

At Drepung, 6 km west of Lhasa, at least 16 monks 
resigned in advance of a written examination which 
would have required that they denounce the Dalai 
Lama. The monks are said to have left the monastery 
on about 25 October, without waiting to be formally 
expelled, according to unofficial reports. Re-education 
began at Drepung monastery in the first week of 
August, and was due to reach its conclusion in early 
November. 

The Drepung re-education team, which consists of 
officials from the Regional Government, offered the 
monks a system called "Five Points, Two Choices". The 
five points included accepting that Tibet is part of 
China, acknowledging the Chinese-appointed Panchen 
Lama, and denouncing the Dalai Lama. The "Two 
Choices" are either to accept the five points and remain 
a monk, or to refuse the five points and leave the 
monastery. 

The monks who remained at Drepung, where the red 
flag of China has been hoisted over the main building 
since the beginning of the campaign, had to sit written 
political examinations on 11 November, for the younger 
monks, and on 12 November for the senior monks. The 
monks were given the questions and answers for the 
examinations in advance, suggesting that the exercise 
was designed not to test memory or comprehension, 
but to obtain signed statements of allegiance from the 
monks. 

The contents of the examination at Drepung are not 
known, although one source stated that the monks had 
to list the political requirements of a monk, which are 
defined by one re-education team as accepting the 
leadership of the Communist Party, respecting the 
socialist system, protecting the unity of the motherland, 
opposing separatism, not joining in demonstrations and 
being a good monk, in that order. 

Five monks are now reported to have been arrested 
from Drepung monastery during the re-education 
campaign, including Ngawang Tharchin, who was 
arrested two weeks after interrupting a lecture by a 
well known Tibetan historian. He was sentenced 
without trial on about 25 October to 3 years re¬ 
education through labour, which he is believed to be 
serving at Trisam prison, 10 km west of Lhasa. This is 
the first sentence so far known to have been imposed 
as a result of the re-education campaign. 

Three members of the European Parliament who paid an 
official visit to Tibet three weeks ago say they heard 
unofficial reports about the sentencing of Ngawang 
Tharchin. "We will be taking this up through official 
channels," said Irish MEP Ms Bernie Malone after her 
return to Europe. 

Gyaltsen Yeshe, another monk from Drepung, aged 
about 20, is believed to have been sentenced to three 
years at the same time for a related offence, but this 
could not be confirmed. The fate of three Drepung 
monks arrested in August - Yeshe Changchub, 
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Ngawang Choegyal, Jampel Wangchug - remains 
unclear. 

Re-education at Sera 

Monks at Sera, who are being educated by officials 
under the leadership of Tenzin, a deputy Secretary of 
the Tibet Communist Party, appear to have enjoyed a 
wider variety of educational techniques. They were 
taken on visits to the Military Hospital in Lhasa, the 
restoration work at the Potala Palace, and the 
Traditional Tibetan Hospital, in order to illustrate the 
benefits of Chinese rule. The monks were also shown a 
video with footage of the Dalai Lama's visit to Beijing in 
1956, when he welcomed China's involvement in Tibet, 
and were later taken on a tour of modernisation projects 
in Lhasa. 

In discussions with officials after the tours monks are 
reported to have argued that the improvements did not 
compensate for the theft of religious artefacts and other 
valuables in the Cultural Revolution. Some monks 
reportedly asked to be shown examples of 
modernisation in Shanghai or Beijing, but were told it 
would be too expensive. 

Despite the trips, the situation at Sera appears to have 
been tense during the re-education campaign, and 
armed officials or police are said to have been deployed 
on rooftops around the monastery during all the 
sessions. Nine monks are known to have been arrested 
during the campaign, plus a woman, now known to be 
called Tseten, who is related to one of the detained 
monks and was involved in an attempt by five of them 
to put up posters criticising the campaign and calling for 
independence. 

At the Jokhang in Lhasa, Tibet's most sacred shrine, 
monks benefitted from education by example, in this 
case demonstrating business initiative, when one 
member of the re-education team set up a soft drinks 
stall on the roof of the temple catering to tourists, 
apparently so he could make money to relieve the 
boredom of the re-education sessions. 

Sakya Monastery "Management Strengthened" 

The death of Tenchog Tenphel at Sakya county prison 
on 14 September, which police say was a result of 
suicide, followed his arrest in front of a full meeting of 
the Sakya monks on 1st September. The body was 
cremated on 17 September, apparently without an 
autopsy being carried out. 

This was the second arrest resulting from the re¬ 
education sessions at Sakya. On 23 August the 
caretaker-monk of the main chapel was arrested during 
a political meeting after pictures and cassettes of the 
Dalai Lama were found in his room. The monk, Gendun 
Gyaltsen, had his thumbs placed in metal "thumbcuffs" 
and was led away by police, but was released about 
one week later and expelled from the monastery. 

A re-education team consisting of 20 officials had 
moved into Sakya monastery, which has about 80 
resident monks, in mid-July. Since then it has carried 
out four hours of re-education each day, usually from 3 
to 7pm. The sessions were due to end in mid-October. 


The Sakya monks had been warned by Chen Kuiyuan, 
Tibet's Party Secretary, during a visit in June this year 
intended to encourage them to take "a bigger role" in 
Tibetan politics. They were told by Chen to "do better 
in managing the monastery, carrying forward the 
Buddhist doctrine, and opposing splittism," and 
reminded that in the 13th century the leaders of Sakya 
had made an alliance with China's then rulers. 
"Monasteries that do not do well or carry out sabotage 
will be urged to strengthen their management so that 
they genuinely become "peaceful and quiet places" as 
described by Buddhism," he added. 

There are unconfirmed accounts of deaths in an incident 
in August at Ganden Choekor monastery in Ringon, the 
administrative seat of Namling county, 50 km north¬ 
east of Shigatse. A monk called Lhundrup Palden is said 
to have been arrested along with at least two of his 
students after he distributed a long life prayer for the 
child recognised by the Dalai Lama as the reincarnation 
of the 10th Panchen Lama. Two of the student monks 
are said to have drowned after they jumped into a 
nearby river in an attempt to escape from the police, 
according to the reports, which could not be verified. 

Chinese Press Reports on Religion 

14 January: China will crack down on the use of 
religion as a front for political, separatist activity, it was 
announced in Xinhua. "Rule of law over all social affairs 
is one of the major characteristics for a modern society, 
and religious affairs are no exception," said Ismail 
Amat, State Councillor, who is in charge of religious 
and nationalities affairs. 

29 March: A Chinese delegate to the 52nd session of 
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights 
reiterated that it is the Chinese government's 
fundamental policy to respect and ensure religion and 
belief, reported Xinhua. "Respect for and protection of 
freedom of religion or belief is separated from state 
political power and education," said Duan Qiming, 
adviser of the Chinese delegation at the 18 March-26 
April session. 

14 August: Chinese Communist Party work teams 
stationed in Tibet's three largest monasteries have 
"accomplished initial results" according to a speech by 
a senior Tibetan leader, reported Tibet Daily on 7 
September. "At present, the situation in the three 
monasteries is improving" , Tibet Deputy Secretary 
Gyalcan Norbu [Gyaltsen Norbu] told a meeting of the 
Tibet Autonomous Regional CCP Committee's Standing 
Committee. He also said that the monastic re-education 
campaign was "meant to change the situation where 
monasteries have been manipulated by separatist 
elements and have, for a long period of time, rejected 
government control." 

16 August: "Splittist forces" led by the Dalai Lama had 
been fomenting trouble among monks and nuns, said 
Raidi [Ragdi], the deputy executive secretary of the 
Tibet Communist Party, reported by Tibet Daily on 7 
September. "Why do some Tibet temples and a small 
number of monks and nuns closely follow the Dalai 
clique and enthusiastically participate in activities to 
split the motherland?" said Raidi, and offered the 
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following suggestion: "First, some temples, monks and 
nuns miss the privileges they had during the times 
when the state and religion were unified. Therefore, 
they share the same thoughts and wishes as the Dalai 
splittist clique in engaging in splittist activities and in 
political schemes to strive to revert to the feudal serf 
system." 

8 November: The Party should actively guide mutual 
adaptation between religion and socialism, it was 
announced at a plenum of the Tibet Regional Party 
Committee. "Tibetan Buddhism has an extensive 
influence in our region, which has been utilized by the 
Dalai clique to bring negative impacts to reform and 
opening up, economic development, social progress and 
the people's livelihood in Tibet. Religious management 
departments at various levels and temple civilian 
management committees must guide and educate 
monks, nuns and followers to politically love the 
motherland and support the socialist system and the 
Communist party's leadership. They must organize 
religious personages to study and implement President 
Jiang Zemin's important inscriptions that read "Cherish 
the Country and the Religion, Be United to Secure 
Progress" and "Safeguard the Nation and Benefit the 
People"," (SWB 2 December) 

11 November: The Party intensified its struggle against 
religion, according to a to a report in Tibet Daily (11 
November) on the implementation of the guidelines of 
the sixth plenary session of the 14th Chinese 
Communist Party Central Committee. "The Dalai Lama 
is using religion to pursue independence, therefore the 
influence of religion must be actively diminished," 
stated the report. "Superstitious customs such as 
reluctance to slaughter animals should be eliminated. 
Party members caught participating in religious 
activities must be punished. Propaganda in Marxism 
should be carried out, and reluctant party branches 
forced to toe the party line. Science must be promoted 
and party discipline enforced," said the Tibet Daily 
report. 


7 December: In an editorial commentary on the meeting 
of the Regional Party Committee, Tibet Daily presented 
the official viewpoint on the problems of religious belief 
in Tibet. "We must soberly realize that in Tibet's 
ideological realm, there are many erroneous, backward 
ideas that are trammelling our thinking and impeding our 
strides of advance. Of these ideas, the influences of 
religion and traditional concepts are especially serious. 
Some cadres and people, instead of fostering lofty 
communist ideals, regard religious belief as their 
spiritual pillar; they have no faith in that only under the 
communist party's leadership and by taking the socialist 
road can a free, happy life become a reality, but regard 
turning the wheel [of Tibetan Buddhism] and burning the 
incense as the "magic medicine" for freeing oneself 
from suffering; they do not rely on science and 
civilization to transform the objective world, but use 
religion or superstitious ideas to obstruct the 
exploitation and utilization of resources," said the paper. 

15 February 1997: The "broad masses" of Buddhist 
monks and nuns had not got rid of "religious negative 
influence" said the Tibet Daily. Such problems had 
mainly arisen because of the Dalai Lama's "separatist 
and sabotage activities" which were aimed at the 
revival of the feudal serf system. The negative influence 
of religion had expanded to some extent in recent years 
and "loopholes" had been created for the "Dalai 
separatist clique" to use. "At the first regional meeting 
held by the regional people's government last year to 
commend patriotic and law-abiding advanced lamaseries 
and outstanding management personnel of lamaseries, 
46 lamaseries and 160 managing personnel of 
lamaseries were commended by the regional people's 
government," said the paper. "We must close the doors 
of lamaseries which have serious problems or where 
political problems often occur for overhauling and 
consolidation and set a time limit for correction," it 
added. 
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Culture, Language Policy & "Spritual Civilisation" 


There were reports from the beginning of the year that a new policy towards Tibetan culture had 
been agreed by the Chinese authorities in Tibet, signalled by the downgrading of the formative 
Committee for Tibetan Language. But there was no public statement to confirm the Committee's 
change in status and it was several months before clear indications emerged to outside observers 
of a gradual shift away from the- early 1980s policy of encouraging Tibetan writing, art and 
language use. In the summer it became clear that the authorities had decided to end a highly 
successful project to provide Tibetan-medium teaching in certain middle schools, and in December 
it was announced that a history course at Lhasa University would be taught in Chinese instead of 
Tibetan. 

There were two indications that the attitude of the security services towards Tibetan cultural 
activity was converging with their attitude towards Tibetan nationalism: a literary magazine 
produced by Tibetan student-monks at Kumbum monastery in Qinghai was closed down and the 
editors imprisoned, although there was no political material in their publication; and in Lhasa a 
Tibetan artist was severely tortured in Gutsa prison apparently because he had painted pictures of 
the Dalai Lama. Previous incidents involving imprisonment and physical abuse of writers and 
artists because of their cultural activities are rare. 

A renewed campaign throughout China on "building spiritual civilisation" emerged as a major 
objective in Tibet from 23 July onwards. At Party meetings delegates referred to the vital need for 
"breaking with old customs and habits" in Tibet and "doing away with outdated conventions and 
bad habits". Some Tibetans express fears that the campaign, which was supposedly intended to 
remove superstitious practices injurious to public health and economic productivity, may be used 
in Tibet to further slow down or reverse the 1 980s policies of tolerating cultural expression in 
Tibet. 


Crackdown at Kumbum: School Closed, Monks 
Arrested, Magazine Banned 

TIN News Update/30 August, 1996 

A 200-pupil school at Kumbum, one of Tibet’s most 
important monasteries, has been closed down after pro¬ 
independence posters and leaflets appeared at the 
monastery and a poetry magazine was published, 
according to unofficial reports from the area. Up to 25 
Tibetan students at the school were detained for some 
six weeks at Kumbum, the main Buddhist site in 
Qinghai, a province in north western China which 
includes the former eastern Tibetan region of Amdo. 

One of the released students was in a coma when he 
was freed in April, apparently as a result of being 
tortured during questioning about the posters, and four 
of the detained monks are still in custody after five 
months, said the sources. A Tibetan poetry magazine 
produced by the four monks has been banned, and up to 
100 monks expelled from the monastery, whose 
membership is limited to around 500. 

The order to close the school was issued on 6 May this 
year by the Qinghai Provincial Government jointly with 
the local State Security and Public Security 
departments, according to unofficial sources in the area. 

A highly publicised ceremony attended by over 
100,000 people and officials was held at the monastery 
last week to mark the completion of a four year 
renovation project, whose major sponsors included the 
Chinese Government and the Hong Kong film magnate 
Run Run Shaw, according to a Xinhua report on 23 
August. Last month Li Ruihuan, a member of the 
Standing Committee of the Communist Party, visited 
Kumbum, called Ta'ersi by the Chinese, and praised its 


leaders "for helping safeguard the unification of the 
motherland and the unity between various Chinese 
nationalities," according to Xinhua on 25 July. 

The school, known as the "Nga-rig Kye-tsel-ling " - 
literally, the Flourishing Garden of Five Knowledges - 
had been founded in Kumbum Monastery on 1 March 
1990 by Agya Rinpoche, head of the monastery, to 
teach Tibetan literature and writing skills to novice 
monks when they first join the monastery. About half 
of the 200 monks at the school - probably those who 
had not been registered with the authorities as monks 
at Kumbum - were expelled from the monastery when 
the school was closed. 

The 25 detainees from the school were taken into 
custody in the six weeks from mid-March to early May 
and held for questioning in connection with the pro¬ 
independence posters, which had first appeared in the 
monastery in October last year. All except four of the 
detainees were released on 5 May, the day before the 
closure order was issued, other than Jamyang Yeshe, a 
student monk who was said by supporters to have been 
released early for medical reasons on 2 April, two 
weeks after his arrest. "He had been tortured so 
severely that he remained unconscious for some days 
after release," said the source, whose account could 
not be confirmed. 

"The monks were warned not to tell anybody about 
their imprisonment, particularly not foreigners," 
commented the source, who said "both hard and soft 
tactics" had been used during the imprisonment of the 
student monks. "Because of these threats many of 
them don't dare to talk about what happened in prison 
in case they are expelled from the monastery or 
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arrested again," added the source, who asked not to be 
named. 

The four student monks who are still in custody - 
Damchoe Gyatso, Jigme Tendar, Phuntsog, and 
Damchoe Kalden - were taken from their quarters in the 
monastery by a squad of 13 police at midnight on 1 5 
March. Three other Tibetans, including the brother of 
Damchoe Gyaltsen, who were staying in the monks' 
rooms at the time of the raid were also briefly detained 
by the police squad, apparently to deter them from 
spreading details of the arrests. 

The four monks, whose present whereabouts are 
unknown, have been accused of producing both the pro¬ 
independence posters and leaflets containing prayers for 
the long life of the child recognised last year by the 
exiled Dalai Lama as the reincarnation of the 10th 
Panchen Lama, whose birthplace is about 75 km from 
Kumbum. 

The posters were signed by the "Kumbum Monastery 
Youth Group for Saving Tibet" and addressed to the 
"Lion Cubs of the Snowland", a poetic term for the 
youth of Tibet. The handwritten posters, of which a 
copy has been obtained by TIN, condemned China's 
intervention in the Panchen Lama succession. The 
writers promised to oppose any attempt to bring the 
"fake reincarnation" - the child named by the Chinese 
Government as the official reincarnation - to Kumbum, 
where the previous Panchen Lama had been enthroned. 

"The Chinese Communists have claimed that Tibet 
belongs to China and that they have the right to 
recognise the reincarnation. They have just trampled on 
Tibetan Buddhism and on the Tibetan nationality," said 
the poster. "The government of the Red Chinese has 
shamelessly shown its devil's face," it said of China's 
interference in the succession. "All the monks and nuns 
of Kumbum monastery ... are continuously opposing the 
policies of China in Tibet - Youth of the Snowland, do 
not fear." 

Poetry Magazine Banned 

The four monks, who were all friends, were singled out 
because in December 1995, two months after the 
posters were put up, they had published an anthology 
of new Tibetan literature called "Laughter from the 
Tsongla Rang-mo" (tshong la ring mo'i dgod sgra ), 
referring to a nearby mountain. The 52 page magazine, 
crudely reproduced by cyclostyle and consisting of 
some 20 hand-written love poems, prayers, riddles and 
short stories by local Tibetans, was originally printed 
with official approval, but has now been banned as 
"counter-revolutionary”. 

Remaining copies have been withdrawn or destroyed, 
although the magazine contains no overt political 
reference apart from a short note on the last page. 

"Brothers and sisters, who stand at the edge of cliff 
holding hands together," says the note, which is signed 
by the editors. "We have compiled this in memory of 
our ancestors, who have written their history in blood 
so that progress might be made in our literature. ... We 
have written this out of our love for the snow 
mountains." 
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Damchoe Gyatso, 27 years old, was the principal editor 
of the magazine, and contributed a short and 
conventional poem to it in praise of Yungchen Lhamo, 
the goddess of music. He is from Markham village in 
Gomang xiang, on Guinan county, Hainan prefecture in 
Qinghai. Damchoe, whose mother and father are called 
Jinpa and Khamkyi respectively, became a monk in the 
village monastery of Markham at the age of 15. In 
1994, when he was 25 years old, he was arrested by 
Chinese soldiers at the Tibet-Nepal border, some 2,000 
km west of Kumbum, during a failed attempted to 
escape to India. He was badly beaten by police before 
being returned to Qinghai, where he enrolled as a 
student at Nga-rig Kye-tsel-ling. 

Jigme Tendar, 29 years old, comes from Ditsa village of 
Thargya xiang, in Hualong county, Haidong Prefecture, 
Qinghai. Said to have a good knowledge of Chinese, he 
became a monk at Kumbum in 1 995, where he studied 
Tibetan medicine and literature. He had previously 
studied at Ditsa monastery and at Labrang Tashikyil 
monastery in Gansu. 

Damchoe Kalden, 31 years old and Phuntsok, 25 years 
old, are both from the village of Vigya-laka [be’u rgya la 
ka], also in Thargya xiang in Hualong county. Damchoe 
Kalden was a monk at Vigya-laka monastery until he 
joined Kumbum last year to study Tibetan medicine. 
Phuntsog had been the chant-master at the same 
monastery before he became a monk at Kumbum. 

Since the arrests rules at Kumbum are said to have 
been tightened to prevent visitors from staying 
overnight with monks and police are said to have 
increased night-time patrols and house searches. 

Kumbum, one of the most important monasteries in 
Tibet, founded in 1560, is regarded as a national 
monument in China. It is situated in Huangzhong 
County, 26 km south west of Xining, the capital of 
Qinghai province, where it is a major tourist centre for 
Chinese as well as foreign visitors. The monastery was 
closed by the Chinese authorities and turned into an 
agricultural commune for 21 years until it was re¬ 
opened in 1979, since when the state has spent 37 
million yuan (£2.8 min) on reconstruction. A further 
three million Hong Kong dollars (£0.25 min) was raised 
by Agya Rinpoche from Run Run Shaw, according to 
Xinhua. 

Note: photographs of the detained monks and copies of the 
magazine are available from TIN 

Artist Found Cowering in Toilet After Alleged 
Torture 

TIN News Update/25 November, 1996 

A Tibetan artist who specialised in painting portraits of 
the Dalai Lama has been found in a state of severe 
shock in a public toilet in the Barkor area of Lhasa 
shortly after being released from a police detention 
centre, according to an unofficial source in Tibet. The 
public display of Dalai Lama pictures has been banned in 
Tibet since April. 

Yungdrung, an artist aged 24 or 25 years, was 
described as "cowering with terror" when he was 
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discovered, apparently as a result of having been 
tortured in custody, according to a source who had first 
hand knowledge of the incident and who arrived in India 
this week. 

The incident follows unconfirmed reports last month 
than an unnamed artist had been threatened with 
punishment by the authorities if he continued painting 
the Dalai Lama. 

The painter was found by chance in a traumatised 
condition in a public toilet near his home in the Barkor, 
or Old Quarter of the city, on 27 October. "He was 
unable to recognise his friends and did not know where 
he lived," said the source, who described the artist as 
emaciated, weak and shaking when found. 

Yungdrung is said to have spent the previous 58 days in 
custody at Gutsa detention centre, 3 km east of Lhasa. 
He was reportedly arrested in connection with his 
portraits of the Dalai Lama, some of which are said to 
have included the forbidden Tibetan national flag, 
although this could not be confirmed. Police are said to 
have raided his home and confiscated all his paintings. 

Torture victims in Tibet are usually kept behind bars 
until any injuries have healed, apparently to prevent 
evidence of police abuse becoming public, except where 
there is a risk that a victim might die in custody. It is 
also unusual for punishment of ideological offences by 
Tibetan intellectuals to include imprisonment and torture 
- this kind of treatment is usually reserved for 
grassroots activists such as demonstrators, suspected 
agents of the exile government, or people disseminating 
unofficial information. If confirmed, the incident 
suggests a new and more aggressive policy by the 
Chinese authorities towards intellectual and artistic 
dissent in Tibet. 

The painter, who comes from Nyemo 1 50 km west of 
Lhasa and first moved to the capital some 5 years ago, 
was taken to a hospital for medical treatment and has 
since been taken back to his family. 

Tibetan Artists Avoid "Dangers” of Realism 

Yungdrung was a student or imitator of the leading 
Tibetan modernist Amdo Champa, who revolutionised 
Tibetan art in the late 1950s by painting photo-realistic 
portraits of his then patron, the Dalai Lama, in a mural 
at the Norbulingka, or Summer Palace, in Lhasa. Amdo 
Champa, now in his 70s, was influenced by 
photography and by western religious art and still lives 
in the Tibetan capital. 

In the previous two years 1994-95 Yungdrung became 
known in the Tibetan capital for painting portraits of the 
Dalai Lama, and is believed to have run into political or 
ideological difficulties after 5th April this year when the 
Tibet regional authorities announced a ban on the public 
display of pictures of the exiled leader. 

The ban on pictures of the Dalai Lama, which in May 
this year led to the death of at least one monk in 
protests at Ganden monastery, 40 km east of Lhasa, 
has been widely enforced in Tibet since April and in 
some areas has been applied to private accommodation 
as well as public buildings. 


Almost all images in Tibet of the Dalai Lama have been 
mass-produced colour photographs smuggled into the 
country from India, and paintings of him are extremely 
rare. Even in the relatively liberal period of the mid- 
1980s, when photographs of the leader were available 
everywhere in central Tibet, no Tibetan artists are 
known to have dared paint any portrait of the Wish 
Fulfilling Jewel, as the Dalai Lama is called by his 
followers. 

"In 1985 or "86 when for the first time I heard a 
cassette a speech by His Holiness, then I got a very 
good feeling about him, and I thought about doing a 
portrait of him," said Gongkar Gyatso, one of the 
leading modern Tibetan painters of the so-called Second 
Generation. "But we knew it was dangerous, that 
maybe I would lose my job or end up in prison or 
something like that. I knew it was quite a serious thing, 
so I always took care not to make the government 
angry," said Gongkar, who founded the famous "Sweet 
Tea House" group of Tibetan painters in Lhasa in the 
mid-1980s. The artists disbanded their group in 1988 
when the authorities said that they had to allow 
Chinese painters to join the group. 

"In 1994, when the political situation was not so bad 
and there were many photographs of His Holiness 
available, I saw paintings of His Holiness on the throne- 
seat of several monasteries near Tsethang," said 
Gongkar, who fled into exile two years ago and is now 
on a scholarship at St Martin's School of Art in London. 
"I was really amazed." 

"I knew the style of these portraits was that of Amdo 
Champa, quite realistic, with a lot of detail and very 
precise," he said. The paintings, often quite large and 
set in glass-covered frames, were not in traditional 
"thangka" style but were composed like western 
portraits, usually showing the Dalai Lama seated at a 
Tibetan table against a plain background, he recalled. 

Yungdrung probably belonged not to the group of highly 
trained, state-sponsored artists but to the group of 
unofficial painters and craftsman who have no 
institutional links and who have studied by themselves 
or by finding their own teachers, usually doing 
"thangkas" or ornate cabinet decoration. 

"The first group of artists were interested in the Tibetan 
situation but did nothing publicly," says Gongkar, who 
says that members of this group, including him, were 
concerned about protecting their families or their 
reputation and so avoided provoking political problems. 
"I think we were not like the second group, who were 
somehow more free and who took risks," he said. "This 
is the first time I have heard of an artist having a 
serious political problem with the Chinese," he said. 

"When I was in Lhasa they were always telling us that 
artists and writers shouldn't do anything connected to 
various forbidden political things. But it seems to be 
becoming much stronger now," he said. "The situation 
in Lhasa this year seems really horrible," he remarked. 

The Sweet Tea House artists avoided conflict, confirms 
Clare Harris, lecturer at the University of East Anglia in 
the UK and an expert on modern Tibetan art. "The kind 
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of realism that Amdo Champa was involved in during 
the 1 950s was then officially approved and sponsored, 
but it would be very much more dangerous to use that 
kind of realism now," she said. 

"The Sweet Tea Artists used a sort of abstraction 
which was not immediately comprehensible in a political 
sense, using abstracted Buddhist motifs and images, 
such as silhouetted figures of the Buddha, rather than 
making a full frontal assault such as representing the 
Dalai Lama," Dr Harris added. "By not being realist in 
their work they tried to avoid the danger into which this 
man has fallen." 

Up to six other Tibetan painters are known to have been 
imprisoned for political offences since 1987 - one of 
them, 25 year old Yeshe from Tarpo Lingka in Lhasa, 
died on 22 August 1989 after five months in a Lhasa 
prison as a result of torture or beatings - but these were 
traditional thangka artists or house painters who were 
imprisoned for involvement in pro-independence 
demonstrations, not for their paintings. 

Student Unease at Language Policies in Schools, 
University 

TIN News Update /31 December, 1996 
Summary: 

Tibetan students at the University of Tibet came close 
to staging a demonstration earlier this month after the 
authorities announced that a history course will be 
taught in Chinese instead of Tibetan. 

The announcement followed a decision by local 
authorities to close a highly successful project in three 
secondary schools where Tibetan children were being 
taught in their own language instead of through 
Chinese. 

A long-standing requirement that all students pass an 
entrance examination in Tibetan is also said to have 
been dropped this year, and the widely respected 
committee in charge of implementing policies favouring 
the use of Tibetan Language has been downgraded to 
county level. 

The Tibet University was partly founded in order to 
develop Tibetan-medium teaching, and the decision is 
seen by some as part of a gradual erosion by the 
current Chinese leadership of earlier commitments to 
enhancing Tibetan culture and to using Tibetan 
language. 

The university authorities say that a course on the 
history of Tibet must be taught in Chinese language, 
even though many of the teachers and students are 
Tibetan. The decision is highly controversial because 
the course is in the Tibetan Language Department of 
the University, not in the Politics-History Department, 
where all courses are already taught mainly in Chinese. 

Scores of Tibetan students and staff are reported to 
have gathered on the University's campus in south¬ 
eastern Lhasa on 3 or 4 December to show support for 
a group of up to 30 students who had formally 
complained about the history course decision. The 
petitioners were directly affected by the proposed 


change in the teaching language, a University official 
confirmed to TIN. Most come from rural areas and are 
not fluent in Chinese. 

The students were expected to march to local 
administrative offices in Lhasa to deliver a petition, 
according to one report, but university officials 
persuaded them to remain on the campus by promising 
to deal with the issue internally. 

Details: 

"There were ten to 20 students complaining about too 
many lessons being in Chinese and that the policy on 
teaching some history in Tibetan had changed to 
Chinese," confirmed an official, a Mr Liu, who did not 
give his full name. "The students did mention Chinese 
history and said that they don't have the materials both 
in Tibetan and Chinese," he told TIN. 

University officials held a meeting with the students 
after the protest and promised to increase the use of 
Tibetan in the University, but indicated that it could 
take a decade to achieve this. 

"The result of the meeting is that we will try to use 
Tibetan. Eighty per cent of students at the University 
are Tibetan, so it is important to provide teaching 
materials for them in Tibetan," he said. "It will be a 
long, hard process because most of our teaching 
materials are in Chinese. Perhaps it will take eight to 
ten years, but we will do our best to take the students' 
opinions into account," he added. 

Tibetan Language Project in Schools Closed 

The Chinese authorities in Tibet gave similar 
undertakings on Tibetan language use in the mid-1980s, 
but many have not been fully implemented or are falling 
into disuse. 

Four experimental Tibetan-medium secondary school 
classes, initiated by the late Panchen Lama in 1989 in 
three secondary schools in central Tibet, have now 
been dissolved or are admitting no new students. All 
other Tibetan children in secondary schools study in 
Chinese, except in some 40 special schools in Qinghai 
province, part of which known as Amdo by Tibetans. 

The pilot project in the Tibet Autonomous Region, 
which included teaching physics, chemistry and 
mathematics in Tibetan language, was extremely 
popular and in 1995 its first graduates scored 
exceptionally high scores in their final examinations - 
79.8% passed, compared to 39% of other Tibetan 
secondary school students, all of whom had studied in 
Chinese, according to a report by Tibet's Education 
Committee published in the winter 1995 edition of the 
journal Tibet Education 

In Lhokha Middle School No.2, in Tsethang in southern 
Tibet, one of the four experimental Tibetan-medium 
classes, 36 out of 37 students passed their final 
exams. 

The 103 students who were the first graduates from 
the pilot project even appear to have been better at 
Chinese than Tibetans who have studied in Chinese - 
66% of them received pass marks for their Chinese 
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language examination, compared to 61% of Tibetan 
students who studied in Chinese. 

Tibetan students studying in Chinese have scored well 
below national averages and had been regarded as low 
achievers, receiving extra marks as compensation as 
part of China's policy of positive discrimination towards 
minorities. 

"The Party committee on different levels, the 
Government and the education department, must 
continuously support and respect the work of 
experimental teaching in Tibetan Language," said the 
Education Committee in its 1995 report, which called 
for the project to be implemented in rural areas. 

The pilot project was extended for one year but when 
the next batch of over 300 students in the project went 
to take their examinations in July 1996 they were given 
papers which were in Chinese, not Tibetan. Most failed 
- only two out of 50 students from the experimental 
class at Lhasa Middle School No.2 passed - and parents 
have had to find places and funding for them to resit 
their final year in another school, this time in Chinese. 

The pilot project has since been ended without prospect 
of renewal, officially because of lack of funds and lack 
of qualified teachers, although some 500 teachers have 
been trained to teach in Tibetan language classes since 
1993. Instead, the authorities are setting up a new 
project which will provide bilingual Tibetan and Chinese 
education in primary schools from Year 1, to increase 
children's fluency in Chinese. Almost all Tibetan primary 
schools teach in Tibetan medium. 

The ending of the pilot project appears to reflect a 
division in the Party leadership in Tibet, where three 
years ago the deputy secretary in charge of education, 
Tenzin, had expressed strong support for the project. It 
provided "conclusive evidence that nothing could 
replace the effect of using Tibetan language to raise the 
educational quality and improve the cultural level of the 
nationality," Tenzin told a March 1993 meeting of the 
Leading Committee on Tibetan Language in the Tibet 
Autonomous Region, which supervises language policy. 
"Therefore it is apparent that we should bring the 
function of the Tibetan language communication into 
full use more than ever," he said. 

Quoting Lenin, Mao and Deng, he argued that Tibetan 
language was essential for economic development. "To 
enhance reform, opening up, and economic construction 
more than ever we must raise up the standard of the 
nationality's own cultural knowledge by speeding up our 
steps in carrying out the work in colloquial Tibetan and 
the written language," he told the committee, whose 
work he said should be expanded and enforced. He also 
argued that language development was necessary in 
order to defeat criticisms by the pro-independence 
movement. 

In spring 1996, three years after Tenzin's speech, the 
Leading Committee on Tibetan Language, which had 
been a regional level organ, was reduced to county 
level, two stages lower in status according to the 
Chinese system. A number of senior Tibetan academics 
were retired from the main committee, supposedly 


because of old age, although some reports suggest they 
resigned in protest at the changes in language policy. 

University Founded as "Centre of Tibet Culture" 

The dispute over whether Tibetan history should be 
taught in the University in Chinese or Tibetan goes back 
to the original objectives of the University, which was 
founded in 1985. 

Officially it was set up to train people - including 
Chinese cadres - who would advance Tibet’s economic 
development. But at that time great stress was also laid 
on Tibetan cultural aspirations: "Higher education in 
Tibet should be oriented to maintaining and developing 
Tibetan culture and, in particular, teaching should be 
conducted in Tibetan," said the November 1988 edition 
of Beijing Review, listing the reasons for the founding of 
the University three years earlier. 

Both the plan to open a University in Tibet and these 
objectives had been established by the Panchen Lama, 
said the Beijing Review in the 1988 article, referring to 
the Tibetan leader who championed the revival of 
Tibetan culture in the decade before his death in 1989, 
and whose succession led to a major dispute a year 
ago. 

All except one of the university's 17 courses are now 
believed to be taught mainly in Chinese, and although 
scholars have prepared textbooks in Tibetan for primary 
and secondary schools, work on tertiary level textbooks 
has met with funding and bureaucratic difficulties. 
Tibetan Medicine is studied in Tibetan, but is no longer 
part of the University. 

The previous head of the University distinguished 
between immediate economic aims and long-term 
cultural objective. "The University's priority is training 
people to meet Tibet's development need," said 
Tsewang Gyurme, a Tibetan who was president of the 
University until 1994, echoing frequent party 
justifications for the institution. "Our ultimate goal is 
the establishment of the centre of Tibetan culture in 
China, geared towards training top class research 
workers in Tibetan culture around the world," he added. 

Tsewang Gyurme was succeeded as head of the 
university in 1996 by a Chinese official who reportedly 
does not speak Tibetan. The powerful head of Tibet's 
Education Commission since 1989 and a vice-President 
of the university, Yang Chaoji, is also Chinese. 

In September 1995 when deputy secretary Tenzin 
attended the celebration of what was described as the 
20th Anniversary of the establishment of the 
University, he made no mention of Tibetan language 
policies and referred to ideological achievements and 
development needs. "The University of Tibet has 
trained a new group of qualified revolutionary 
constructors," he said, according to the Tibet Daily. 

Despite Tsewang Gyurme's aspirations, the university 
at present only does research in two areas and only one 
of its seven departments includes Tibetan studies. 

The art department, which was earlier publicised as 
offering studies in Tibetan art, includes an option in 
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Tibetan "thangka" painting, with 2 staff and usually 
about 5 students, but does not offer any course 
studying the history or theory of Tibetan art. 

"The Tibet University is the only institution teaching 
Tibetan art in Tibet or China, and it teaches mainly 
technique," said Gongkar Gyatso, a Tibetan artist who 
taught Chinese art at the University from 1985 till he 
left for India in 1992. "Up till the time I left there was 
nowhere in China or Tibet to study the history of 
Tibetan art or any other art forms beside painting." 

"Right now I am sure that Tibet University is not yet a 
centre for Tibetan culture. It really looks not much 
different from a Chinese university, except that the 
teaching standard is lower," said the artist, who is 
currently studying in the UK. 

Gongkar, who taught his art classes at the University in 
Chinese, emphasised the practical problems which 
make it difficult to teach in Tibetan. "We had a couple 
of Chinese students so you couldn't do the whole 
lesson in Tibetan, and the other problem was that we 
have a lot of academic words in Chinese which we 
don't have in Tibetan. So it was necessary to teach in 
Chinese," he explained. 

"If they really wish to teach entirely in Tibetan the 
government would really need to spend a lot of money, 
not only for the University, but throughout the 
education system, to translate a lot of books, 
dictionaries, and so on," he pointed out. The 
university's budget was cut by 20% in 1993, the year 
after Gongkar left, according to report by the Tibet 
Political Consultative Conference in May 1 994. 

In 1995, the University had 1,334 students, of whom 
about 70% were Tibetans, and a teaching and 
administration staff of 597 people. 

Tibetan the "Official Language" 

Tibetan was declared as the official language of the 
TAR in July 1988 and eight months later the local 
congress passed the "Regulations on the Study, Use 
and Development of the Tibetan Language", stipulating 
that "most" lectures in tertiary institutions should 
"gradually" be in Tibetan. The regulations also said that 
Tibetans must speak in Tibetan at important meetings, 
that official documents and signboards should be 
written in Tibetan and Chinese, and that proficiency in 
Tibetan should be one of the qualifications for 
government employment. 

Attacks on the promotion of Tibetan language were 
described as "leftist interference" by Wu Jinghua in 
March 1988, the former Party Secretary of Tibet who 
was himself a member of the Yi nationality. "We should 
seriously tackle the work of studying and using Tibetan 
so as to truly make it the dominant language in Tibet 
and to embody the Party's policy on ... autonomy for 
nationality regions," said Wu. He was sacked about one 
month later, reportedly for being a "right deviationist". 

Popular opinion has since changed in Tibet and it is now 
widely felt that future employment is impossible 
without fluent Chinese, leading to fierce competition 
amongst Tibetan couples to get their children among 


the top 1,600 children aged 12 or 13 who are selected 
each year to attend secondary schools in China. "The 
change in Tibetans' attitude towards their children's 
[education] has been remarkable and positive," said Liu 
Boqing, a Chinese official with the Tibet Education 
Commission, according to Xinhua on 18 July 1996. 
"Tibetans now do whatever they can to send their 
children to inland city schools," added Xinhua, a view 
that is confirmed by local reports. 

Last month there were unconfirmed rumours in Lhasa 
that the Tibetan government may gradually phase out 
the acceptance of Tibetan language degrees from the 
university as valid qualifications for government 
positions. 

Tibetan language is now coming under added pressure 
because it is seen by some leaders as the proper target 
of both the current campaign against the pro¬ 
independence movement and the nationwide campaign 
for advancing "spiritual civilisation", which is dedicated 
to eradicating traditional beliefs. 

"Since people who know the language are mostly likely 
to be involved in [nationalist] activity, the government 
thinks of language in a political sense ... they think that 
Tibetan language was a tool to maintain the feudal- 
slave system," explained the controversial Tibetan 
educationalist, Palden Nyima, in a paper published in 
March 1995 for the Northwest Teacher Training School 
in Lanzhou, Gansu province. The paper predicted the 
views which are now re-emerging among some 
officials. 

"Also many people think that Tibetan is just a language 
for Buddhism. Thus, it is associated with superstition. 
Language and religion look like the same thing and the 
government does not want to promote Tibetan 
language," Palden Nyima wrote, in terms similar to the 
current "spiritual civilisation" drive. 

In October 1 995 Party leaders in the Tibet Autonomous 
Region are said to have circulated a document arguing 
that separatism was partly caused by schools teaching 
too much religion, which was in turn related to use of 
Tibetan language, according to an unconfirmed report. 

In December 1988 about 300 students from Tibet 
University held a demonstration calling for more cultural 
and religious freedom, and for greater use of the 
Tibetan language in education and government. The 
protestors avoided pro-independence slogans and were 
allowed to complete their march without incident. 

"Without educated people in all fields, expressing 
themselves in their own language, Tibetans are in 
danger of being assimilated. We have reached a crucial 
point," one leading Tibetan intellectual told TIN in 1992, 
speaking off the record. "All hope in our future, all 
protection of our heritage depends on this," he said. 

Chinese Press on Culture & "Spiritual Civilisation" 

4 January: The Tibet Autonomous Region has compiled 
development programmes in terms of resources 
exploitation, and the promotion of science, education, 
pillar industries and economic cooperation with other 
areas, local officials reported to Xinhua. The region has 
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decided to put more money into education to train 
personnel for the region's socialist modernisation drive. 

11 June: The Chinese minister of culture, Liu Zhongde, 
announced that China is to launch a new programme to 
help Tibet develop its culture, reported China Culture 
News. A focus of the programme is to protect Tibet's 
culture, including temples, traditional dances, and local 
languages. Liu Zhongde said that the central 
government aims to "tighten the cultural ties between 
Tibet and other parts of China." 

18 July: Tibetan parents now want their children to 
study at Chinese schools, reported Xinhua. Since 1 985, 
the Chinese government has offered classes in cities, 
where higher education levels are more common, in 
order to provide free secondary and high school 
education for Tibetan children. "With a good education, 
the kids who return from inland classes will easily land 
good jobs," said one parent. Among this year's 16,000 
primary school graduates, only one out of 10 will be 
selected to go to the inland schools. 

24 July: The development and thriving of culture in 
Tibet is inseparable from the support rendered by the 
Culture Ministry and from the "selfless aid from other 
provinces”, said Chen Kuiyuan, secretary of the Tibet 
CPC committee, according to the Tibet Daily. "The 
exchange and fusion of ethnic cultures will make the 
Chinese culture more brilliant," said the Lhasa-based 
newspaper. 

16 August: A Chinese representative at the 46th 
meeting of the UN Subcommission on Human Rights on 
16 August refuted attacks made by "some non¬ 
governmental organisation" on the Chinese government 
over Tibetan culture, reported Xinhua. Zhang Yishan, 
deputy head of the Chinese observer delegation, said 
that the true goal of the criticisms was to "incite 
national hatred, create national division, and infringe on 
China's territorial integrity." He said that while the 
Chinese government has always paid great attention to 
the human rights issue, it is opposed to "flaunting the 
banner of human rights to engage in actions detrimental 
to the safeguard of human rights." 

16 September: Tibet's party secretary, Chen Kuiyuan, 
delivered a speech on the importance of selecting and 
educating party cadres for Tibet who will not ally 
themselves to the "splittist" line, reported Tibet Daily 
(17 September). "Special attention should be paid to 
purifying educational workers to ensure a good 
education for our youngsters and youths," noted an 
unattributed article in the Lhasa-based newspaper. "Our 
schools at various levels should be foundations for 
nurturing successors to the socialist undertakings and 
absolutely not be hotbeds for grooming the reserves of 
"Tibet independence"," stated the article. 

5 November: As part of the ongoing "spiritual 
civilisation" campaign, an editorial in the Tibet Daily 
criticised Tibetan "narrow nationalism", saying it could 
lead to "rabid xenophobia" and racial disharmony, and 
said that the struggle with "splittists" is acute and 


complex, it was reported in Tibet Daily. "Capitalist 
decadent thinking, ethics and lifestyle, which invaded 
Tibet by taking advantage of China's policy of reform 
and opening up, have grown in Tibet ... The phenomena 
of dirty, disorderly, and poor working and living 
environments and disregard for public hygiene are 
common," the newspaper said. 

8 November: The second plenary (enlarged) session of 
the Fifth Tibet Regional CCP Committee ended with a 
determination to build up spiritual civilisation. "During 
the meeting, we came to the unanimous conclusion that 
Western hostile forces support the Dalai clique and 
attempt to use Tibet as a breakthrough point for 
"Westernizing" and "breaking up" China," said Tibet 
Party Secretary Chen Kuiyuan, as reported by Tibet 
Daily. "The struggle against "Westernization", and 
particularly "breaking up", exists every hour and every 
minute and will continue to exist for a long time to 
come. This is an acute class struggle in the spiritual 
aspect of our region. It is an arduous and prominent 
task in the spiritual civilization construction of our 
region to unswervingly carry out patriotic education, 
foster the ideal of safeguarding the unity of the 
motherland and resist the ideological penetration of 
Western hostile forces and the Dalai clique," he said. 

16 November: Delegates to a Communist Party meeting 
urged Tibet to embrace "spiritual civilisation," or 
socialist values, in order to uproot the influence of the 
region's exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama. "School 
textbooks, classrooms and various publications must 
strengthen (the) embodiment of the historical links 
between Tibet and the motherland,” the Tibet Daily said 
in an edition seen in Beijing on 1 6 November but printed 
at least one week earlier. Greater efforts were needed 
to expose the "evil" acts of the Dalai Lama that were 
aimed at stirring up turmoil, it said. 

19 November: Delegates at the second plenary session 
of the fifth Tibet Regional Communist Party Committee 
said that breaking with old customs and habits and 
doing away with outdated conventions and bad habits 
is an important element in the building of Tibet's 
spiritual civilisation, reported Tibet Daily (Xizang Ribao). 
"We must truly step up education in dialectical and 
historical materialism, popularise scientific knowledge 
and enhance people’s self-consciousness in 
distinguishing feudalism and superstition. By breaking 
with old customs and habits and promoting science, we 
should resolutely eradicate feudalism, superstition and 
outdated conventions and bad habits," said the 
delegates. It was agreed at the meeting to step up the 
building of spiritual civilisation by waging a struggle 
which is "diametrically opposed to the Dalai Lama 
clique's act of using feudalism and superstition to ruin 
religion, create chaos in Tibet and disturb the masses' 
thinking." "We must adhere to the dialectical materialist 
world outlook; firmly establish the idea of revitalising 
Tibet by promoting science and education... and create 
a civilised and modern social environment for Tibet's 
development, reform and stability, in order to enable the 
plateau to truly enjoy a modern civilisation," said the 
paper. 
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Environment 

More than 60,000 Tibetan nomads were trapped by weeks of blizzards in Qinghai. Many of them 
were suffering from frostbite and snow blindness, and in danger of starvation after hundreds of 
thousands of cattle froze to death. Medecins Sans Frontieres were among the aid agencies 
travelling to Yushu (Jyekundo) in Qinghai, where one metre of snow had fallen by December 1995 
and temperatures had dropped to minus 42 degrees Celsius. 

The Tibetan authorities announced that they are adapting their environmental policies to keep pace 
with industrialisation of the region, and have spent 50 min yuan on treating pollution. In the past 
few years TAR officials have issued more than 20 sets of regulations on environmental protection. 

A film distributed by TIN in May showed footage of deforestation in Tibet and expressed the 
concern of some Tibetans about the loss of their natural resources. The film is believed to be the 
first underground video to be made entirely by a Tibetan inside Tibet, where unauthorised filming 
is illegal. 


Blizzards: 25,000 More Nomads Stranded in 
Sershui 

TIN News Update/3 March, 1996 

As a foreign aid convoy set off today to take supplies to 
60,000 Tibetan nomads trapped by weeks of blizzards 
in China's Qinghai province, concern is growing about 
conditions in Sershui and Serta counties in the 
neighbouring province of Sichuan, where at least 
another 25,000 nomads stranded by weeks of blizzards 
are running out of food. 

A Tibetan relief group in the area, formerly a remote 
part of north-eastern Tibet, reported last night that 
25,111 people in Sershui county have now run out of 
grain, and 1,200 families - about 6,000 people - had 
lost all their livestock. 

"The weather is bad and it was still snowing in the area 
earlier this week," said Tsewang Nyima, relief co¬ 
ordinator for the Tibet Development Fund, a non¬ 
governmental organisation started in Beijing by the late 
Panchen Lama nine years ago, which is helping co¬ 
ordinate foreign relief efforts. The meat from the dead 
cattle was mostly inedible and some people were 
moving down to lower areas and begging from farmers, 
he reported after talking with Tibetans who arrived from 
Sershui on Thursday. 

Belgian relief workers running the rescue operation in 
the Yushu area of southern Qinghai also expressed 
concern that supplies delivered three weeks ago by the 
Chinese authorities to Sershui and Serta may be 
exhausted. No independent relief workers have yet been 
able to reach the two counties in Sichuan, which are 
both mountainous areas in the prefecture of Kantse, 
called Ganzi in Chinese. 

The last public report about conditions in Sershui, 
known as Shiqu or Serxu in Chinese, was on 9 
February, when the official news agency Xinhua 
reported that the Chinese airforce had dropped 15 tons 
of food in the area for some 1,100 local snow-stranded 
herdsmen. "The Chengdu Military Command Area has 
helped these 1,100 people resume their normal lives, 
and has helped save more than 30,000 head of 
livestock," said the report. At the daily rate of 600 gms 


per person estimated by relief workers, this would have 
allowed them to survive for three and a half weeks. 

A month ago the Sichuan provincial authorities allocated 
500 tonnes of grain and 11 tonnes of clothing for 
nomads in Sershui and neighbouring Serta, but it is not 
known if officials were able to deliver the supplies, 
which by now would have been used up. 

Mr Nyima, speaking by phone from the Qinghai capital 
of Xining, said funds were urgently needed. He is 
hoping to reach Sershui in about five days, together 
with an assessment team from the Belgium section of 
Medecins sans Frontiers (MSF), which is already 
running a US $1 million rescue operation to help 
60,000 nomads stranded in Qinghai. 

"The point is that in the Sichuan area the same problem 
is occurring for people who are equally important," said 
Serge Depotter, who is running the MSF team in Xining. 
"We plan to have a new mission there in the coming 
days and it will be more then one million dollars that we 
will need to cover that area," he said. 

Tonight the Tibet Foundation, a London based charity, 
began raising money for the Sershui operation, which 
will need at least £120,000 (US $182,000) to enable 
the nomads to survive for one more month, allowing a 
reduced daily ration of 400 gms of grain per person plus 
two blankets per family. 

"After that a minimum £580,000 (US $880,000) will 
be needed immediately to replenish the livestock, even 
if each family is given only 10 sheep and 4 yaks," said 
Phuntsog Wangyal, a Tibetan living in London for the 
last 20 years who runs the Tibet Foundation. Mr 
Wangyal, who was born in the area, revisited his 
homeplace last year and is helping to build a school 
there. 

There has still been no news of current conditions in the 
neighbouring county of Serta - the name means Golden 
Horse in Tibetan - but Chinese officials said a month 
ago that a total of 48 people had died and 110,000 
cattle had frozen to death in the two counties of 
Sershui and Serta as a result of the blizzards. Attempts 
to contact relevant officials in Chengdu to obtain more 
information 
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had been unsuccessful, said Mr Nyima. The Chinese and 
Tibetan New Year holiday began on 19 February. 

Qinghai Convoy Sets Off 

Chinese and international attention has focussed on 
Yushu prefecture, called Jyekundo in Tibetan, a group of 
five counties in Qinghai province where a much larger 
number of people are affected by the storms, described 
by locals as the worst for 100 years. Almost all of the 
affected population are Tibetan nomads who depend on 
their animals for food, clothing and tents. 

An estimated 700,000 cattle have frozen to death in the 
Yushu area, where 16,000 people are suffering from 
frostbite and 9,000 from snow-blindness, according to a 


to take 1,200 tonnes of barley, medicine and other 
supplies which it hopes will allow the nomads to survive 
for another month. The convoy left from Xining on the 800 
km journey south west to the counties of Jyekundo and 
Dzadoe (called Yushu and Zadoi in Chinese), where 45 
per cent of the affected nomads live. 

Yesterday the 3 person relief team were still waiting for 
money to arrive so they could hire all the trucks which will 
take the food to the nearest accessible roads. Horses will 
be hired to carry the supplies to the higher nomad camps, 
which lie at between 3,500 and 5,500 metres altitude. 

The team returned from a week-long assessment mission 
in Jyekundo (Yushu) on 20 February. "Along the valley we 
saw several hundred dead animal bodies", said Serge 



Two nomads standing on top of carcases of their herds, Yushu, 1996 (Copyright: Sean Mayne Smith/TIN) 


Reuters report on Thursday. There have been 48 
blizzards in the area since October and by mid-December 
one metre of snow had already fallen and temperatures 
had dropped to minus 42 degrees Celsius. 

A month ago the Chinese authorities, with help from 2,000 
soldiers and 100 military vehicles and planes, carried out 
five airlifts in the Yushu area, delivering 260 tonnes of 
grain, 52 tonnes of fuel, and 100,000 quilts. These had 
been bought with donations of $690,000 from within 
China, including $15,600 from the members of the 
Communist Party's Central Committee, as well as a grant 
of $40,000 from the Canadian government. 

Those supplies have now run out and the team from the 
MSF Belgium is setting off today with the first of 94 trucks 


Depotter, speaking by telephone from Xining "There is no 
doubt that there is a danger that people will die", he said. 

"People explained that they had enough food for one 
week, maximum ten days", said M. Depotter. "When we 
asked the question what are you going to do after it runs 
out, there was a kind of smile on their face, saying we 
don't know", he added. The five counties in the Yushu 
area cover 267,000 square kilometres and have a 
population of 200,000 people, 95 per cent of them Tibetan 
nomads. 

On the day the MSF team left the area the temperature 
was dropping and snow was falling. Reports on Friday 
from Beijing say that the snow is starting to melt in the 
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lower valleys but that cattle will still die because there 
was not enough rain last year to produce grass. 

The prefectural administration in Yushu is providing 
transport for 200 tonnes of supplies, with the rest to be 
paid by MSF. The Qinghai province authorities are 
helping the aid workers to purchase supplies at the 
cheapest prices. "Any international assistance to the 
snow-stricken areas is welcome," said a statement 
from the Ministry of Civil Affairs in Beijing, according to 
Reuters yesterday. 

Qinghai government officials said yesterday that it will 
take 8-10 years and cost 100 million yuan ($12 million) 
to rehabilitate the Yushu economy once the snows 
thaw, which is not expected until July. "At this 
moment MSF Belgium is concentrating its efforts on the 
emergency problems. The question of who is going to 
replace the cattle needs to be discussed later," said M. 
Depotter. The Sichuan authorities estimate that they 
will need 20 million yuan ($2.5 million) to replenish 
stocks in their area after the emergency is over. 

Local officials in Yushu and Qinghai have been active in 
relief efforts, but Chinese media coverage of the 
disaster has been low key. On 6 February Jiang 
Chunyun, one of China's vice-premiers, "contacted the 
blizzard-ravaged Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, 
Qinghai, to enquire about disaster conditions" and two 
days later Li Baoku, a vice-minister at the Ministry of 
Civil Affairs, travelled to Yushu to "convey central 
authorities' concern and help direct disaster-relief 
efforts there to solve practical problems for the people." 


Kham Blizzards - Aid Convoys 

TIN Update Notes 10 March, 1996 

The first of the Medecins sans Frontiers (MSF) convoys 
left Xining for Jyekundo on Sunday 3 March with 
blankets and medicine. A second convoy left with 
vegetable oils and other supplies on Thursday 7 March 
and was due to arrive in Jyekundo tomorrow 11 March. 
Two more logisticians from MSF will arrive on 11 
March in Yushu to help with distribution, which will 
start probably early this week. 

The MSF team in Xining reported that the weather was 
getting colder, with snow on 9 March even in Xining, 
which is at about 2,500 metres. Conditions in the 
highlands in Yushu/Jyekundo, where the altitude is over 
3,500 metres, are much colder and it is believed to 
have snowed there also, with high wind conditions. 

A joint MSF-TDF assessment team was reported to be 
visiting Sershul in Sichuan until 12 March to inspect 
conditions on the southern areas affected by the 
blizzards. 

"We will still need a lot of help from outside," said an 
MSF spokeswoman in Xining. "Most of the nomads 
have nothing left any more and even though we can 
give them some of the aid for a period of time, that will 
last only a short while. They are nomads and they are 
living on their cattle and their sheep, and the animals 
are dead. Our help is only the first phase and we hope 
that more donations will come to help these people." 


Secret Film of Deforestation in Tibet 

TIN News Update/1 Oth May 1996 

Tibet's forests are in danger of being destroyed by 
military and governmental deforestation, according to 
secret footage of tree-cutting in Tibet due to be 
broadcast by the BBC next week. 

The footage is unique, in that it is believed to be the 
first underground video to be made entirely by a Tibetan 
inside Tibet and smuggled out of the country, without 
any foreign involvement. 

The film, called "Cutting Down Tibet", shows huge 
logging camps in southern Tibet and trucks travelling 
from Kongpo, in southern Tibet, carrying four or five 
tree trunks each about 2 or 3 feet in diameter. In one 
seven-hour session the film crew counted 70 loaded 
trucks passing them, heading north towards Golmud in 
Qinghai from where they will be transported to inland 
China. 

"Every day it's the same as this," the film-maker can be 
heard saying. "If they keep transporting logs like this for 
5 or 6 years, Tibet’s forests will be finished." 

The film also shows logging operations near Dawu in 
Kham, about 500 km east of Kongpo, where timber is 
transported by up to 300 trucks each day eastwards 
into Sichuan province. Large timber-stocking camps are 
also shown covering several acres, where thousands of 
logs are stacked in huge piles awaiting transport to 
China. The workers in these stocking camps are 
Chinese, according to the film-maker. Most of the truck 
drivers are Chinese or, in the Kongpo-Nyingtri area of 
southern Tibet, Chinese Muslims from Qinghai. 

The logging is a state enterprise and it is illegal for 
individuals to cut timber, according to the film-maker, 
who asked not to be named. "If one local person cuts 
down a tree they have to pay a fine of 50-60 yuan (US 
$6-7) or even 100 yuan, but the Chinese government 
cuts down trees anywhere it likes," says the film¬ 
maker, who did not find any signs of reforestation. 

The film claims that the army is also operating a 
sideline business trade in transporting cut timber to 
China, particularly from its bases in Kongpo. "The army 
trucks, when they come up here from China, bring food 
and other things for the army, and go back with the cut 
lengths of timber," said the film-maker, who describes 
the Kongpo area of Tibet as "one large military camp". 

Klemens Ludwig, a German writer and researcher who 
travelled in Batang, eastern Tibet, in 1993 found that 
the actual tree cutting was done by Tibetan workers, 
who were paid 300 yuan ($33) a month by the local 
county government. "Between six and eight men work 
in each tree-cutters’ camp, following exact instructions 
from the government as to where to cut, and using only 
axes," says Ludwig, who saw about 80 such camps on 
each hillside that was being clear-cut. In the sites he 
visited, the cut trees were collected by truck-drivers 
from Chengdu in Sichuan, whom he says were earning 
about 4,000 yuan ($440) per month. 
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Risk of Filming for Tibetans 

The film was made in conditions of great secrecy by the 
anonymous Tibetan, who slept in the mountains and 
filmed from hiding places - including at one point a toilet 
- from where he could watch the logging operations 
without being detected. He was too frightened to film 
any close-ups of people working and does not show 
tree-cutting. 

"I'm very nervous, in case somebody sees me, so this 
film is not so good," he says during the film. 
"Sometimes I'm afraid, and sometimes I'm not afraid, 
and then I think that I am doing this for Tibet. 
Sometimes I think even if I die. I'm dying for Tibet." 

Unauthorised filming is illegal in Tibet, and although 
tourists are allowed to ignore this rule Tibetans are at 
great risk if they have a video camera. Last September 
a Tibetan exile was detained by the Chinese authorities 
after he returned to Tibet for the first time in order to 
film traditional musicians and dancers, and has not been 
seen since. Ngawang Choephel, who lives in India but 
was given a Fulbright scholarship to study music for 
two years in the US, was last seen in Nyari prison in 
Shigatse on 8th October 1 995. 

"While in prison, I met Ngawang Choephel on two 
occasions," said Dorje Rinchen, a Tibetan trader from 
India who was held for 2 months on suspicion of spying 
in the prison. "During these brief meetings, he told me 
that he had been recording old traditional Tibetan music 
and dances on video and that the Chinese authorities 
had arrested him from the market place in Shigatse. 
Ngawang Choephel also told me that the Chinese had 
confiscated his passport, camera and two video tapes," 
said Dorje, who has been allowed to return to India. 

Foreign Investment Sought for Tibet Forestry 

The Chinese authorities do not deny that there is 
logging in Tibet, where forest production accounts for 
14 percent of the regions gross domestic product, but 
say that reforestation is much greater than the loss of 
timber. "The forest growth in the Tibet Autonomous 
Region has greatly exceeded its timber consumption,” 
reported Xinhua on 1 st December 1994, following a 
one-year survey using remote-sensing technology. Tibet 
is China's largest forest zone with 7.6 million hectares 
of forests, including 2.08 billion cubic metres of living 
dragon spruce trees. 94% of the trees are mature or 
aged trees. 

The survey said that 1.8 million cubic metres of timber 
is cut each year in Tibet, and showed that this was less 
than the increase in timber by counting both 40,670 
hectares of new plantations and the annual growth rate 
of standing trees - said to be 1.42%, or 4.4 cubic 
metres per hectare, giving a total of 19.4 million cubic 
metres of new growth a year. 

But the article agreed that cutting exceeds replanting 
and growth in Kongpo. "Tibet's tree cutting is far 
behind tree growth on the whole, except for in some 
areas such as Yadong, Gongbo Gyamda and Nyingchi 
counties," Xinhua said. The concession is significant 
since the prefecture of Kongpo-Nyingtri (Chinese: 
Gongbo, Nyingchi) includes 80% of Tibet's total forest 


area, with estimated timber reserves of 884 min cubic 
metres. 

The Chinese authorities are now energetically seeking 
investment to increase timber processing and extraction 
in Tibet and throughout China, and last October vice- 
Premier Zhu Rongji ordered "energetic efforts" to be 
made to "step up forestry production and forestry 
business operations", and officials called for "a vigorous 
expansion of the forestry sector". 

Tibet is trying to attract foreign investment to boost the 
timber trade in Kongpo-Nyingtri and on 10th August last 
year Jin Xisheng, secretary of the Nyingtri prefectural 
party committee, called for foreign investors in forest 
extraction in his area, promising that "preferential 
policies allowing a good profit will be implemented", 
according to Xinhua. 

Scholars say that in the 1980s the rapid loss of forest 
cover in China was causing soil erosion on a huge scale, 
with almost 5 billion tons of soil lost every year. The 
level of the Yellow River, which flows from north¬ 
eastern Tibet across China, rose 10 centimetres per 
year during the late 1980s, and in some areas the river 
bed is 10 meters or higher than the land along its 
banks, leading to "a very high danger from flooding", 
according to the Population And Development Review, 
1990. 

Extracts from "Cutting Down Tibet" are to be shown on 
BBC2 at 11.15 pm on Monday 13th May, as part of a 
new programme called Guerilla TV, which shows films 
made by non-professionals in Bolivia, Indonesia, the US 
and the UK who are using amateur video to broadcast 
their ideas. 

The footage was smuggled out of Tibet by the film¬ 
maker to the exile group Gu-chu-sum, an organisation of 
Tibetans who were political prisoners but have since 
escaped to India. The film was edited and produced by 
the Tibet Information Network, an independent news 
and research organisation based in London. [end] 


Note: Correction to this TIN News Update ("Secret Film of 
Deforestation", 10th May): "2 or 3 metres" in paragraph 3 of 
the original version received by some subscribers should be "2 
or 3 feet". 


Chinese Press on Environment & Natural 
Disasters 

16 November 1995: For the first time, a "recent" aerial 
survey has "maximally" fulfilled the task of surveying 
Tibet, Liberation Army Daily reported on 18 November. 
The survey provides new geographical and hydrological 
material for Tibet's economic development and defence 
building, the paper said. Xu Yunlong, deputy chief of 
staff, noted that the work had taken two months and 
the surveyors had flown a total of 90,000 kms. (5 
December 1995) 

4 January 1996: Natural resources such as grassland, 
timber, minerals and solar energy are due for 
development, while the environment will be maintained, 
according to Xinhua. The TAR has planned development 
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for resources, science, education, industries and 
cooperation with other areas, officials said. 

8 January: Factory 211 in Xihai town [near Xining], 
China's first nuclear weapon development and 
manufacturing centre, became the capital of the Haibei 
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Qinghai province on 
29 December 1995, reported Xinhua. 

15 January: In Nagqu prefecture [Nagchu], where the 
TAR's largest nature reserve is situated, local people 
who were once hunters are now being trained to 
protect wild animals, Xinhua reported. 

14 February: A civil affairs official of the TAR said 
disasters in 1995 had affected about 350,000 people 
and killed 726,000 head of livestock, Xinhua reported. 
After a snowstorm in Nagqu in early 1995, his 
department had allocated nearly 22 min yuan for relief. 
The department is also trying out a pensions insurance 
system. (SWB 17 February) 

15 February: TAR has spent 50 min yuan (c.$6.25 min) 
in the past three years on treating pollution, Xinhua 
reported. Now almost half the region’s waste water is 
treated prior to discharge and 80% of its industrial 
waste gas undergoes treatment. Illegal hunting and 
prospecting have also been cracked down on. TAR 
encourages people to use geothermal resources, and 
solar and wind energy. 

28 June: Logging and timber processing will be 

among the expanding industries on which Tibet will 
concentrate during the 1996-2000 period, an official 
from the regional government stated, according to 
Xinhua. The other industries will include mining, mineral 
processing, textiles, Tibetan handicrafts, farm products 
and animal by-product processing and building 
materials. 

27 July: Liu Zhichang, director of the TAR Regional 
Department of Urban and Rural Environment Protection, 
said that over the past few years the regional 
government has set forth more than 20 sets of 
regulations on environmental protection, reported 
Xinhua. The director said that Tibet has 6.32 min 
hectares of forests with timber reserves totalling 436 
min cubic metres, ranking the second in China. 


page 71 

Environmental Disasters - Qinghai, Xinjiang 

9 January: An earthquake measuring 5.2 on the Richter 
scale hit Wusu county, Xinhua reported. (11 January) 

8 February: A group from the State Council left Xining 
for snow-hit areas in Qinghai, according to Xinhua. Six 
members, led by Li Baoku of the Civil Affairs Ministry, 
will show concern and direct disaster relief operations. 
Record snowfalls hit Yushu [Jyekundo] over the past 
three months, causing the heaviest losses for four 
decades. More than 5,000 people were frost-bitten and 
278,000 head of cattle froze to death, the agency said. 

9 February: Lanzhou Military Command has sent over 
2,000 soldiers, doctors, nurses and nearly 100 vehicles 
and planes to snow-stricken Yushu [Jyekundo] Tibet 
Autonomous prefecture in north-west Qinghai, Xinhua 
reported. They are helping to clear blocked roads, 
deliver food, clothing and medicine, and provide rescue 
services. The prefecture has had continuous snowfall 
this winter, reaching more than a metre in some places. 
Shiju [Sershul], in Ganzi [Kantse] Tibet Autonomous 
prefecture, just southeast of Yushu [Jyekundo] but in 
Sichuan, has had help from Chengdu Military Area. The 
military rescued some 1,100 nomads and more than 
30,000 head of livestock. The air wing dropped 1 5 tons 
of relief goods. (SWB 12 February) 

26 February: Medecins sans Frontieres say 
northwestern China has been hit by its worst 
snowstorms in years, Radio Australia reported on 26 
February. A team from MSF said they saw corpses 
everywhere in villages in the remote area of Yixiu 
[Yushu]. The aid group estimates more than 80,000 
people have been affected by the storms, which began 
last November. (SWB 28 February) 

27 February: Chinese officials say up to 60,000 ethnic 
Tibetan herders and families are on the verge of 
starvation. Radio Australia reported on 27 February. 
They have appealed for help and say that 1 min yaks 
could perish by May. Local officials from Qinghai 
province say that more than 100,000 people have been 
affected by the snowstorms and already tens of 
thousands of yaks have died. 

19 March: An earthquake measuring 6.9 on the Richter 
scale killed 24 people and injured 128, Xinhua reported 
on 21 March. Most affected was Jiashi county in Kashi 
prefecture, where over 15,000 buildings collapsed. (22 
March) 





TIN News Review No. 25: Reports from Tibet 1996 


page 72 


Economy & Development 


The Chinese announced plans to double in size the industrial and power sectors in the Tibet 
Autonomous Region over the next five years, and to increase power supply 14 fold over the next 
25 years. The rapid industrialisation plans suffered an early setback, however, with the collapse of 
a tunnel at the Yamdrok Yumtso hydroelectric project, a key element in China's national five year 
plan for 1991-95 and essential to industrialisation plans for Lhasa. The authorities plan to revive 
the project by re-excavating the tunnel and installing steel cladding. 

The economic opening up of Tibet continued with the issue of new regulations by the TAR 
regional government, stating that resources and industries in Tibet will be opened to all 
businesses, including foreign joint ventures, except for some products which can only be exploited 
by the state. Economic engagement with other provinces was further encouraged, and efforts 
were made to raise funds from eastern China for infrastructure construction in Tibet. A scheme 
was put in motion which gives responsibility for economic development of certain areas of Tibet 
to specific inland provinces and municipalities. Shanghai has been paired with Shigatse, and along 
with Shandong province supported 182 projects in Shigatse prefecture in 1996. 


Hydro-Electric Project: Tunnel Collapse 

TIN News Update/9 August, 1996 

The main section of China's premier construction 
project in Tibet has collapsed, an industry spokesman 
has confirmed. The Chinese government is planning to 
spend a further one billion yuan to prevent the prestige 
operation from being abandoned, according to other 
industry sources. 

The tunnel at the Yamdrok Yumtso hydroelectric 
project, a key project in China's national five year plan 
for 1991-1995 which was due to double Tibet’s 
electricity supply, is now known to have collapsed last 
year, involving a fall of approximately 1,000 tons of 
debris, said a western expert in Beijing. 

"There was a major defect with the tunnel and about 
1,000 cubic metres of rock fell down,” said a 
representative of the Austrian company JM Voith, 
which is supplying the turbines for the project, in an 
interview with the US broadcasting station Voice of 
America. "This is a significant problem and I don't think 
it has been resolved yet," he added. 

A second expert confirmed today that there had been 
serious set-backs to the project. "They have been very 
secretive about exactly what the problem is, but what I 
have been hearing is that there is leakage in the tunnel," 
said Dan Hooper, a senior engineer working with Voith 
Hydro in Pennsylvania, which is supplying the spherical 
valves for the project. "You should believe it is pretty 
significant since they have delayed the project until next 
year," he said, adding that the damage, probably due to 
design faults, had affected several of the tunnels 
leading to each of four turbines. 

The Chinese Government has now decided to purchase 
steel cladding or "liners" from Japan to allow the 
project to go ahead, according to a separate industry 
source, who asked not to be named. The decision, 
which will mean re-excavating the damaged tunnels, 
means the cost of the project is expected to increase 
the original budget of 600 million yuan (US $79 min at 
current rates) to 1.8 billion yuan (US $236 min), said 
the source. 


"They should have abandoned the project but this is so 
political that they have to continue," said the official, 
who has close connections with the project. 

The project, which is regarded as a figurehead for 
Chinese development plans in Tibet, was visited by the 
Chinese Party Secretary Jiang Zemin six years ago. 
"The construction of the station is not only an 
important task in terms of construction, but an 
important political task," said the official paper, Tibet 
Daily, at the time of Jiang's visit in July 1990. 

Project Launch Lasts 3 Seconds 

The tunnel collapse happened in September or October 
last year but has been kept secret by the Chinese 
authorities, which this June was still describing 
Yamdrok as a "key project for Tibet". 

No water emerged at the foot of the tunnel during the 
first tests of the system last year, indicating a serious 
fault, but officials decided to go ahead with the official 
launch ceremony, which was already a year behind 
schedule. The No.1 turbine at the site was started up 
by China's Vice-Premier Wu Bangguo at a ceremony in 
September 1995 timed to coincide with the 30th 
anniversary of the founding of the Tibet Autonomous 
Region, but the turbine had to be shut down after 3 
seconds to avoid it burning out, said the source. 

"They had a public relations operation," confirmed Mr 
Hooper. "They met their commitments by running the 
first unit for a very short time." Several sources 
reported that there was also a power failure shortly 
before the ceremony, requiring engineers to rig up an 
emergency power supply to allow the launch to go 
ahead. 

The 1996 work report of Tibet's regional Government 
avoids any mention of the Yamdrok project, but 
emphasises quality problems and difficulties with 
management on hydro-electric projects. "It is imperative 
to ensure quality and the progress of construction and 
to ensure that the projects will be completed and put 
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into operation according to plan," said the statement, 
published in the Tibet Daily on 5 June. 

The Ninth Five Year Plan, which begins this year, says 
that "stress will be put on the construction of the 
Yanghu pumped-storage power station" but indicates 
that the key power project in future plans will be a little 
known station to be built at Drigung, about 100 km 
north-east of Lhasa, in what may be an effort to 
compensate for the difficulties at Yamdrok. 

"Particular efforts should be made to build the Zhikong 
hydropower station as the key to fulfilling the region's 
installed-capacity target before the year 2000," says 
the plan, published in the Tibet Daily on 7 June. 

Unofficial sources in Lhasa have been reporting that the 
launch ceremony was a failure for six months, but have 
only now been confirmed. "At the celebration to mark 
the completion of the main project the machines failed 
to produce electricity and it was an insult and a 
humiliation for the officials," said one Tibetan in Lhasa 
last April, who asked not to be named. 

"Now nothing can be heard about it, and the project has 
disappeared like a rainbow," said the Tibetan, who 
attributed the failure to corruption among officials. 

The Yamdrok hydro-electric project, a "pump-storage" 
system which has involved drilling 5,889 metres - 
about 3.5 miles - of tunnels to get water to drop from 
Yamdrok Yumtso, a lake about 100 km south west of 
Lhasa, down to the Yarlung Tsangpo river, also known 
as the Brahmaputra, 840 metres below. The water is 
meant to fall down the 3.5 metre wide tunnels to drive 
four Austrian-made turbines, which have a total 
installed capacity of 90 megawatts. The project is 
planned to produce an annual yield of 200 million 
kilowatt hours by the time all four turbines are in 
operation, originally scheduled for the year 2000. 

The project is presumably intended to provide a basis 
for industrialising the economy in Lhasa, which at 
present has a power cut at least every third day - there 
was no power in the centre of Lhasa for a large part of 
49 out of 167 days this year, according to residents. 
Critics say the plans will encourage Chinese settlement 
in the area, and the European Community refused to 
fund hydro-electric projects in the area to avoid 
encouraging inward migration. 

The project has attracted controversy within Tibet and 
was suspended for four years from 1985 because of 
objections by the 10th Panchen Lama, the leading 
Tibetan dignitary inside Tibet, who suspected that the 
gradual draining of the lake, which covers 635 sq. km., 
would cause irreparable environmental damage. The 
project was resumed after his death in 1989 when the 
Chinese authorities promised that water would be 
pumped back up to the lake during off-peak periods, but 
in August last year a number of foreign engineers 
working on the project were reported to have said that 
plans to pump the water uphill were not going to be 
implemented. 

In June this year the Washington-based group, the 
International Campaign for Tibet, reported that an 
inquiry had been held into the tunnel leaks after the 


launch ceremony, leading to the dismissal of the head 
of the project. General Fang Changquan. Other sources 
say that Ms. Fang, commander of the Third Detachment 
of the People's Armed Police Hydroelectric Power Unit, 
which is carrying out the construction at Yamdrok, has 
not yet been formally dismissed but is on sick leave in 
Beijing. 

"We should strengthen the management of the existing 
power stations and the training of their personnel in 
order to improve their overall quality, to maintain safety 
and to operate at full capacity," said a statement given 
by the Tibet Governor, Gyaltsen Norbu, in the annual 
work report, printed on 5 June, according to the BBC 
Monitoring Service, in what may be a reference to 
Genera! Fang's failure at Yamdrok. 

Some Tibetan sources say that a number of Chinese 
workers have died in accidents at the project site, 
including 3 unit leaders, but the reports are 
unconfirmed. 

Power Supply to Surge in Bid to Expand Tibet 
Industry 

TiN News Update/5 November, 1996 

The industrial and power sectors in the Tibet 
Autonomous Region are set to double in size over the 
next five years as part of plans for rapid industrialisation 
of the region, according to announcements by the local 
authorities. The rate set for the increase in power 
supply in Tibet is nearly six times greater than the rate 
set for China's energy sector in the same period. 

The target, which calls for an increase in electrical 
output of 223% by the year 2000, was announced last 
June but was not widely noticed because of translation 
errors in official press statements. Internal publications 
now obtained by TIN from Lhasa give details of long¬ 
term plans for the region and reveal that the expansion 
of power supply is set to continue at a similar rate for 
25 years. 

The long-term plans, which have not been published, 
show that the electricity supply will be increased to 23 
times its present size by the year 2020, and that 
secondary industry in Tibet will expand to 14 times its 
current size over the same period. 

Annual output of electricity is scheduled to increase 
from the 520 million kilowatt hours (kwh) produced last 
year to 12 billion kwh in 2020, according to the 
documents. The target far exceeds plans by Beijing, 
themselves considered ambitious, to expand power 
supply in China sixfold over the same period. 

The attempt to double electricity output in the next five 
years will require an annual growth in power generation 
of 1 7 per cent in an area where the average increase in 
electricity production over the last 10 years has been 7 
per cent. Even in China as a whole electrical production 
has grown by an average of 9.5 per cent, in the last 
decade. 

Industry to Grow by 1,400 per cent in 25 years 

The increase in power supply in Tibet is at the heart of 
a strategy which aims within the next five years to 



TIN News Review No. 25: Reports from Tibet 1996 


page 74 


make secondary industry in Tibet grow by 15.5 per 
cent per year, so that its annual output will jump from 
producing around 660 min yuan in value last year to 
1,340 bln yuan in the year 2000. The sector is due to 
continue to expand rapidly so that it will produce 9.5 
bln yuan by the year 2020, according to the 
documents. 

Secondary industry, which includes mining, processing 
and manufacturing, at present contributes only 1 5 per 
cent of Tibet's annual domestic product and has 
remained static in size for decades. Within five years 
the secondary sector is expected to consume half of all 
available energy in the Tibet region, and 73 per cent of 
all energy ten years later. 

The documents seen by TIN were written last year by 
the "Drafting Committee of the TAR Territory Plan" in 
conjunction with the TAR Planned Economy Committee. 
The documents give the first known details of the rapid 
industrialisation ordered by the Third Forum on Tibet, a 
high-level policy session convened by China's State 
Council in Beijing in July 1994 which called for 
immediate modernisation, arguing that it would reduce 
political as well as economic problems in the region, 
which is seen as being over-reliant on farming and 
herding. 

"The proportion of secondary industry in Tibet’s GNP 
will be increased in the future so that the abnormal 
industrial structure will be changed," the Third Forum 
decided, according to the People's Daily, China's main 
paper, at the time. The newspaper identified minerals, 
forests and animal products as "the three major 
resources [which] will be developed, utilised and 
processed so as to become pillar industries in Tibet" 
and reported that Tibet would aim at a steady 10 per 
cent annual growth in its economy. 

The documents show that the real target for long-term 
growth of the whole economy is closer to 7.5 per cent, 
which means that total economy in Tibet will grow to 
six times its current size in the 25 years. But at the 
same time the output of secondary industry will 
increase more than 14 times, while the output from the 
primary sector will increase less than three times, 
bringing its share of Tibet's domestic product down 
from the present 45 per cent to 20 per cent in the year 
2020. 

The tertiary sector, which includes tourism, shops and 
services and which at present contributes a third of 
Tibet's GDP, is planned to increase sevenfold in the 
same 25 year period, so that it will come to dominate 
the economy and provide half of the region's annual 
GDP. 

Electrical Capacity to Increase by 230 per cent in 5 
Years 

Although the amount of electricity produced in Tibet 
last year represented an increase of 49 per cent since 
1990, the region is producing an annual average of 217 
kwh for each person in the population - less than a third 
of the electricity produced per person in China, a ninth 
of the world average, and about one fiftieth of the 
amount produced per person in the United States. The 
shortfall in energy supply is made up by burning wood 


or animal dung and by transporting around 130,000 
tons of oil a year into the region. 

Distribution of electricity in Tibet is uneven, with under 
4 per cent reaching rural areas, where 80 per cent of 
the population live. The bulk of electricity goes to 
Lhasa, but even there supply is sometimes 40 per cent 
short of demand, according to the documents. 

The Third Forum called for the power of electrical 
generators in Tibet - known as their installed capacity - 
to be increased from the present 193 megawatts to 
450 megawatts by the end of the decade, an increase 
of 233 per cent - ten times the increase achieved in the 
last five years. The growth in power generation is 
planned to continue at a similar rate well into the next 
century to reach 2,580 megawatts by the year 2020. 

The Tibet plans are dependent on the success of current 
attempts to relaunch the Yamdrok Tso hydro-project, 
100 km south-west of Lhasa which at completion 
should have 90 megawatts of installed capacity 
providing 200 million kwh of output per year - a third of 
the planned increase for the region. But the Yamdrok 
project is already years behind schedule after a major 
tunnel collapsed last year. The project site was visited 
by the regional governor in September and is still 
included in the latest plans, but its name was omitted 
from a recent Chinese press statement about power 
projects in the region and the cost of bringing it into 
operation is believed to have tripled. 

Tibet has exploitable hydro-electric resources with a 
capacity of 60,000 megawatts, but electrical 
construction in much of the area is prohibitively 
expensive, and many of the rivers involved flow into 
other countries, making full exploitation politically 
complex. Details of how the Third Forum targets will be 
achieved remain unclear. 

1 5 per cent of the new electricity needs in the current 
Ninth Five Year plan will be met by 17 power stations 
already being constructed or extended as part of the 62 
development projects launched by the Third Forum in 
1994. The 17 power projects are minute by Chinese 
standards, adding only 39 megawatts in electrical 
capacity, and will cost 1.2bn yuan (US$144.6 min). 
This means that each kilowatt of installed capacity in 
Tibet is costing $3,700 per kw. 

The money for those 17 projects was raised from 
central funds in Beijing or from rich coastal Chinese 
provinces - Fujian province, for example, is paying 40 
min yuan ($4.8 min) to build a 1.6 megawatt power 
station at Menling in Kongpo - a cost of $3,000 per kw 
- and Hainan Province is spending 24 min yuan ($2.9 
min) to build a 1.2 megawatt station at Tengchen in 
Chamdo, representing a cost of $2,400 per kw. 
Liaoning province is paying 46.7 min yuan ($5.6 min) to 
construct a 0.96 megawatt station at Nyenrong in 
Nagchu, equivalent to $5,860 per kw, nearly twice the 
standard rate for small power stations. 

Since the tunnel collapse at Yamdrok, which has not 
been officially acknowledged, the Chinese press has 
been avoiding mention of Yamdrok and has been 
concentrating on efforts to construct a power station at 
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Drigung, 100 km north-east of Lhasa, but has not been 
seen to give any indications of its capacity or cost. 

Foreign Funding for Power Projects 

The Chinese authorities are increasing funding of 
Tibetan development by making municipal and 
provincial governments in inland China responsible for 
funding and manning projects in Tibet. So far 14 inland 
Chinese provinces and cities "have established links 
with seven localities in Tibet, offering aid and 
assistance to them on a regular basis," Xinhua 
announced last August, and others are expecting to join 
them as Tibet emerges as a safe investment proposition 
in Chinese eyes. 

China now appears to be looking to other Asian 
countries to fund the expansion of Tibetan 
infrastructure and is offering substantial incentives, 
according to indications from the Lhasa Economic and 
Trade Fair, held in the Tibetan capital last August. 

Two of the 39 projects offered to delegates at the fair, 
which only covered Lhasa prefecture, were power 
stations - the conversion of the "Qiaga" power station 
in Meldrogongkar, expected to cost $700,000, and 
construction of the "Xiajiao" project in Taktse, listed at 
$8.4 min, and the second most expensive project on 
offer. 

Although some details of the Lhasa Trade Fair were 
publicised in English before the meeting, no mention of 
the event has since been seen in the official media. 
Delegates at the same Fair last year reported that 
almost all the delegates were Chinese or Tibetan 
businessmen from inland China or overseas, and that 
documents were not offered in English, suggesting that 
the organisers did not expect to attract western 
investors. 

This year the authorities again appeared to be 
concentrating on Chinese and overseas Chinese 
investors, but on the first day of the fair it was 
announced that groups from Japan and South Korea 
were visiting the region, suggesting that Asian countries 
are being targetted as potential funders for development 
in Tibet and particularly for infrastructure. 

The South Korean visit was presented as a cultural 
event, but the official press reported that Tibet's 
regional governor had told the Japanese delegation that 
Tibet's new development plans would lead to a 
restructuring of the economy and would strengthen the 
grounds for "cooperation" between Tibet and Japan. 

"There is great potential for the development of 
relations between Tibet and Japan in various fields, 
especially when Japanese friends gain a better 
understanding of the advantages of Tibet's resources, 
and also the preferential policies set by the central 
government," Gyaltsen Norbu told the delegation from 
the Japan-China Friendship Association, according to a 
Xinhua report on 12 August. 

The Japan-Tibet talks appear to have focussed on 
persuading the Japanese government to invest in 
infrastructure development and electrical supply in 
Tibet. The head of the Japanese team was said by the 


Chinese side to have "expressed his hope that Japanese 
governmental funds would be invested in such areas as 
Tibet's infrastructure, electric power and cultural relics 
preservation," according to Xinhua. Japan is already 
involved in funding oil and gas surveys and extraction in 
Xinjiang. 

In recent years Beijing has succeeded in attracting 
substantial foreign funding for energy projects in China, 
and by the end of 1 994 there were 64 large and middle 
sized power projects (over 250 megawatts each) in 
which foreign funding, totalling about $14.5 billion, had 
been used, according to the Financial Times in 
September last year. 

The amounts sought from investors at the Lhasa Trade 
Fair were very small by comparison - a total of $65 min 
at an average of $1.7 min per project, according to a 
list published in the official paper "China Daily" on 28 
July - but the type of investment opportunities on offer 
reflected China's keenness to get heavy industry going 
in Tibet once the power supply is in place. 

Besides the two hydro-electric plants, investors were 
presented with 37 projects of which 28 were 
secondary sector industries. Most of these involved 
basic and intermediate manufacturing, including six 
chemical processing enterprises and four cement plants. 
Two of the most expensive projects involved mining - 
exploiting an unspecified "metal ore" in "Jiamaduo" and 
extracting copper at "Tianggon" in return for an 
investment of $7.23 million each. The two mines were 
among 15 projects which were available for whole 
rather than partial ownership by a foreign investor. 

The delegates were offered seven food processing 
enterprises, including a fish farm in Chushul and a 
fishmeal processing plant in Damshung, although 
Tibetans rarely eat fish. Light manufacturing industries 
on offer included factories making carpets, clothes, 
woollen items, horn combs and incense sticks. Only 
four projects were offered from the tertiary sector - 
three large retail complexes and a $700,000 tourism 
project to develop the "Namtso Lake tour attractions of 
Damshung County". Investors who set up large or 
medium sized projects in energy, communications or 
farming in Tibet are given the most benefits by the 
state, and are exempt from income tax for the first six 
years, and pay only 5 per cent income tax in the next 
four years. 

EC Tibet Project Should Exclude NGOs, says 
China 

TIN News Update/15 January, 1997 

The Chinese authorities have said that the European 
Commission should exclude foreign non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) from involvement in a large-scale 
development project due to be funded by the EC in 
Tibet. 

The European Commission (EC) is likely to accept the 
Chinese demand if Beijing allows non-governmental 
experts to act in an individual capacity as advisors, 
according to an EC official. The Commission has offered 
to pay 7.6 min ECU (£5.89 min or $9.42 min) towards 
the five-year "Integrated Rural Development Project" in 
Panam, 200 km south-west of Lhasa. 
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The compromise has been criticised by members of the 
European Parliament, who passed a resolution in May 
1995 urging the EC to divert the funds earmarked for 
the Panam scheme into small local projects run by 
NGOs. Foreign NGOs are regarded as crucial to the 
credibility of the Panam project, because they include 
the few foreign developmentalists with long-term Tibet 
contacts and experience. 

The 1 994 decision to propose the project in Panam as a 
bilateral arrangement with Beijing instead of through 
NGO projects led to criticism that the project was partly 
designed to improve the EC's standing with the Chinese 
government. So far EC funding in central Tibet has gone 
only to NGO projects, the normal procedure for 
politically sensitive areas. 

The EC project was suspended two years ago after 
European parliamentarians described the original 
proposal as "politically insensitive" and based on a 
"laughable" and "haphazard" consultation exercise. In 
December 1995 the Parliament resolved that the 
project should be suspended until the missing Tibetan 
child recognised as the Panchen Lama has been freed 
from detention by China. 

A revised implementation proposal for the project, 
which has not been made public, was handed to the 
Chinese for signing when EC Vice-President Leon Brittan 
visited Beijing in November last year. The document 
was returned to the EC unsigned with a clause crossed 
out which had stated that "the involvement of experts 
from NGOs with relevant experience would be 
considered." The document had already agreed that 
foreign experts, as opposed to organisations, would be 
involved in the project only "following consultation with 
the PRC". 

The EC now hopes to implement the project through a 
professional consultancy with expertise in health care 
and development in Tibet, which will be asked to seek 
advice from experienced NGO workers, according to an 
EC official. It is not known whether any companies with 
such specialist knowledge exist. 

Details: Comments from European Parliament 

The Panam project, which aims to boost the yield of 
one of Tibet's prime grain-producing valleys by 
improving irrigation, was suspended on 31 January 
1995 following articles in the British papers The 
Observer and The Independent in December 1994, and 
questions by members of the European Parliament. 

EC officials now say that the project is expected to go 
ahead once "some minor points" have been settled. 
"We just want to confirm 100% that we are ready to 
sign, and we are expecting to do so any day now," said 
an official. 

The Commission this week rejected criticism of the 
revised proposal. "It is clear that we will be benefiting 
the Tibetan people with this project," said Guillaume 
Hoffman, the EC’s Director of Relations with Far 
Eastern Countries in the Department of External 
Relations. "We have taken into account all the 
observations made by Parliament, and as far as I know 


there is now no opposition from Parliamentarians," he 
told TIN. 

"It is completely unacceptable to those of us who 
campaigned very hard against the original proposals that 
the Commission should be prepared to backtrack in this 
way,” commented MEP Glenys Kinnock on the reported 
compromise. "If the project is to benefit local people, it 
is essential that foreign experts who have a track record 
of working in the field are involved," said the Welsh 
MEP, who is a member of the EP's development 
committee. 

"The formal involvement of NGOs with this scheme is 
very important. We cannot accept that this will be 
withdrawn," French MEP Bernard Kouchner, former 
Chair of the Parliament's development committee, told 
TIN. 

The European Parliament cannot enforce political 
demands on the EC, but can withhold consent to EC 
spending plans. "If the Chinese misunderstand our 
keenness to involve NGOs in Tibet and anywhere else, 
the proposal may go need to go back to the European 
Parliament for reconsideration," said Edward McMillan- 
Scott, the Parliament’s Rapporteur on EU-China 
relations. "If Parliament does not approve of the 
Chinese changes agreed by the Commission, we can 
freeze the budget for Panam. This is a test case for 
European Union dealings with China," said Mr McMillan- 
Scott, who is the conservative group's spokesman on 
foreign affairs. 

EC officials are also negotiating over the word 
"indigenous", which the Chinese authorities have asked 
the EC to strike out from Leon Brittan's document on 
the grounds that it is pejorative. The Commission may 
propose changing the term to "local people", according 
to an EC source who asked not to be named. 

The use of either term is controversial because it could 
indicate a reluctance by both sides to specify the 
intended beneficiaries as Tibetans, the term which was 
used in the earlier proposal. 

"The wording of documents like this is vitally 
important," said Toby Gooch, a consultant agricultural 
economist who has worked on EC projects. "It could be 
argued that the Chinese are indigenous or local, so the 
only way of guaranteeing that Tibetans are the 
beneficiaries of aid is to specify "Tibetans" in the 
document," he said. 

NGOs "Ideal'' for Tibet 

In previous proposals for Panam the EC had emphasised 
its keenness to involve foreign NGOs with expertise in 
Tibet. "It is recommended that the EC consider sub¬ 
contracting the design and implementation of the health 
and education components to European NGOs," stated 
the EC’s Reappraisal report on Panam. "This possibility 
was also discussed with local officials, all of whom said 
they had no objection to NGOs being involved in the EC 
project," added the report, which was compiled in 
September 1995. 

The two EC-based NGOs which have the most 
extensive experience in Tibet "have actually been 
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involved in aspects of this project" said Peter Guilford, 
the EC spokesman for external economic relations, in 
1994, adding that one of the organisations had been 
paid for its work on the proposal. The two organisations 
referred to - Save the Children Fund UK and Medecins 
Sans Frontieres, Belgium - later denied the claims. 

The 1995 Reappraisal Report described the two 
organisations as "very supportive of the EC Project" but 
both charities this week refused to confirm this claim. 

EC development projects in politically sensitive places, 
in areas with low population density, and in sites with 
fragile environmental conditions are usually 
implemented through NGOs. "The Commission agrees 
that small-scale decentralised projects are ideal for 
thinly populated areas, such as most of Tibet," wrote 
the EC in a note to the Parliament in May 1995, but 
went on to argue that Panam was a special case. 

1995 Report on Project 

The revised budget for the "Panam County Integrated 
Rural Development Project" has remained unchanged at 
7.6 million ECUs, with the largest share - around 24 per 
cent - allocated to project co-ordination and monitoring, 
and 19 per cent to the health and education sub- 
projects, according to the Reappraisal Report. A mid¬ 
term assessment mission is built in and foreign experts 
are increased from 166 "person months" over five 
years to 237 person months, representing just over half 
the budget at around 16,000 ECU (£12,400 or 
$19,800) per person per month. 9 per cent of the 
budget is allocated to sending Tibetans on training 
courses outside the area. 

The Reappraisal team concluded that the project would 
alleviate poverty and protect cultural identity in a 
sustainable and replicable way, and found no evidence 
that the project would attract Chinese settlers to the 
Panam area. 

Their report does not tackle questions about the 
potential boost the project's grain surplus might give to 
Chinese migration in towns beyond the project area, or 
about the likelihood of traders from lowland China 
obtaining a better market position over Tibetan farmers 
thrust into an entrepreneurial system, noted a critique 
by Graham Clarke, a British developmentalist involved in 
the initial assessment of the Panam area for the EC. 

"The point is that if the project is viable only with a 
public sector subsidy from national level, then 
implementation creates a further structural and 
economic linkage and dependency on lowland China," 
said Dr. Clarke, who says that overall Panam is not 
impoverished and already has a grain surplus in most 
years. 

The only other large-scale foreign project in Tibet, the 
World Food Programme's "Project 3357", has been 
funding irrigation construction in the Lhasa valley since 
September 1989. The project led to unofficial reports 
that irrigation canals had been built going uphill or had 
been directed into Chinese settlements, that a number 
of project areas had been targetted for Chinese 
settlement, and that Chinese labourers had been hidden 
during foreign inspections. 


In May 1 993 four of its seven projects were suspended 
as a result of "problems related to technical design and 
management", according to WFP officials, who later 
confirmed that non-Tibetans had been employed as 
labourers. The project is again under way but is two and 
a half years behind schedule, and is still paying its 
Tibetan workers with wheat, although the staple in 
Tibet is barley. 

Since 1978 Tibet has received foreign aid worth 
US$43,697 min through 38 bilateral or multi-lateral aid 
programmes, according to a Xinhua report on 12th 
October last year. These projects include US$7.2 min 
for the WFP project, US$9.8 min from Germany to 
update a leather factory, US$2.4 min from Italy for a 
medical centre in Lhasa, US$4.39 min from UNICEF to 
support a dozen educational programmes in Tibet, and 
US$0.24 min from the UNDP for a tourism survey. 

Chinese Press Reports on the Economy 

7 January: Figures for the TAR economy in 1995, 
with their increases over 1994, were issued by the 
People's Daily. 

GNP (Gross National Product): 5.25bn yuan (c.$66 min) 
(increase of 10.6 per cent, using comparable prices) 
Agricultural output (gross value): 2.3bn yuan (c. $287 
min) (4.5 per cent increase) 

Number of livestock: increase of 4.42 min (19 per cent 
increase) 

Industrial output (gross value): 613 min yuan (14.6 per 
cent increase) 

Township and urban enterprises output value: 47.4 per 
cent increase 

Township and urban enterprises operational value: 60 
per cent increase 

Total retail volume: 2.65bn yuan (17.8 per cent 
increase) 

Local financial revenue: 40.8 per cent increase 

Tax revenue: 19.7 per cent increase 

Peasants' and herders' per capita income: 885 yuan (68 

yuan increase [ = 8 per cent increase]) [c. $ 110] 

Urban "subsistence" income: 4,000 yuan (404 yuan 
increase [11 per cent]) [$500] 

20 January: Construction of a hydropower station in 
the TAR by Hainan province is "benefiting local people", 
Xinhua reported. Located in Dingqing [Tengchen] 
County, north-east Tibet, the station has a capacity of 
1,200 kw. "Now residents in Dingqing [Tengchen] 
county have electric light, colour television sets, electric 
stoves and even karaoke machines," said Zhalha 
Gongbu [Dralha Gongpo], Magistrate of Dingqing 
[Tengchen] county. 

23 January: Tibetans have learned how to make 20 to 
30 times the money made previously from a head of 
sheep, Xinhua reported. For generations, Xinhua added, 
nomads often faced poverty, as "the traditional notion 
that doing business was shameful prevented them from 
making more money by selling their cattle and sheep." 

14 February: Gyibug Puncog Cedain [Jimphug Phuntsog 
Tseten], vice-chairman of the TAR, said that in 1995 
Tibet's GDP reached 5.25bn yuan ($600 min), up 10 
per cent on 1994, Xinhua reported. Agriculture had 
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reaped good harvests for several consecutive years, he 
added. The Ninth Five Year Plan and the long-range 
target plan to the year 2010 had been drawn up. In 
1995 some 1,000 Tibetans living abroad had returned 
to Lhasa and "24 have settled down there". 

25 February: The TAR is to set up a new science and 
technology system by the year 2000, Xinhua reported. 
Science and technology are expected to contribute to 
40 per cent of local economic growth by 2000, while 
40 per cent of achievements will be commercialised for 
production. Tibet has more than 13,000 scientists in 
state-owned units, and more than 60 per cent of them 
are ethnic Tibetans, the agency added. 

28 June: The TAR plans to increase its 

industrial production at a yearly rate of 15.6 per cent 
over the next five years, the regional government stated 
in a report by Xinhua. The official said that during the 
1996-2000 period, Tibet will concentrate on expanding 
industries such as mining, mineral processing, textiles, 
Tibetan handicrafts, farm products and animal by¬ 
product processing, building materials and logging and 
timber processing. 

4 July: The Tibet Autonomous Region stepped up 
construction of its infrastructure in the Eighth Five Year 
Plan (1990-1995) period, leading to prosperity for 
various economic sectors, reported Xinhua. There are 
now more than 40,000 private enterprises and 
individual industrial and commercial households, with 
registered capital topping 200 min yuan (24 min US 
dollars). More than 50 ventures set up in recent years in 
cooperation with other parts of the country or with 
foreign countries have become among the most active 
economic forces in Tibet. According to a senior official 
in the region, Tibet accumulated a total of 30 min yuan 
(3.6 min US$) from the state, collectives and 
individuals, to set up 89 markets. 

26 August: Tibet's enterprises have increased their 
competitiveness over the past two years by carrying 
out structural reform and strengthening management, 
reported Xinhua. Tibet now produces 12 profitable 
items; including mineral water, cashmere, borate, beer 
and carpets. 

September: Tibet's industrial production in the first half 
of this year amounted to 253 min yuan ([c.$31 min]), 
12 per cent higher than in the same period last year. 

2 October: Tibet has set up its first listed company, the 
Shengdi Co Ltd, which will improve equipment for the 
production of mineral water and develop tourism 
resources, reported Xinhua. The Shengdi Co Ltd was 
set up on 25 September in Lhasa and launched by five 
Tibet-based companies. Shares of stock will soon be 
listed in Shanghai. 

10 January 1997: At the end of 1996 there was a total 
of 1,050 township enterprises in Tibet employing 
18,900 people and showing a total industrial output 
value of RMB 320 min, reported the Chinese news 
agency Zhongguo Xinwen She. These enterprises are 
built on the basis of traditional folk handicraft and 
piecemeal jobs which can be carried out in the home. 
The rapid rise in these businesses Created additional 
employment prospects for farmers and shepherds; 30 


per cent of their net income was earned in township 
enterprises. 

Economy - Inner Mongolia 

8 January: A plenary session of the region's party 
committee heard a report on work in 1995 and plans 
for 1996 from Wu Liji, deputy secretary, while Liu 
Mingzu, secretary, chaired the meeting. Inner Mongolia 
Daily reported. The region, Wu said, had expanded 
reform, and now would stress the economy, 
development, infrastructure, science, education, the 
private sector, markets, and encourage business and 
tax collection. He concluded by emphasising the role of 
the party and urged improvement of its basic 
structures. (1 February) 

24 January: Liu Mingzu, secretary of the IM party 
committee, noted that during the eighth five year plan 
period, average annual growth of the region's GNP was 
9.8 per cent, up 2.9 per cent over the previous plan’s 
growth. Inner Mongolia Daily reported. The target of 
quadrupling 1980's GNP was reached in 1995, ahead 
of the goal date of 2000. Average annual growth of 
revenue was 18.6%, and for 1995 the figure was 
expected to be 7.67bn yuan. He gave other details of 
grain, livestock, industry, progress of reform, capital 
construction, foreign trade, and rural incomes. (SWB 16 
March) 

12 February: Hohhot radio has publicised an official 
circular ordering efforts to reduce burdens on the rural 
population. Local leaders will be judged on their work in 
promoting legal requirements to cut out impositions on 
farmers and herders. They should go down to local 
levels to ensure no illegal levies are being made. Poor 
households and those hit by calamities should not be 
forced to pay even legal ones. 

28 February: Saihanlu Automobile Market, currently 
under construction in Hohhot, will specialise in 
automobile trade, repairing, finishing, assembly and 
component supply, Xinhua reported. It is expected to be 
in operation by end-year. (SWB W 6 March) 

4 November: According to Neimenggu Ribao, the Inner 
Mongolia Autonomous Region has lifted three million 
people out of poverty over the last three years. (SWB 
20 November) 

Economy - Qinghai 

5 January: The combined output value of energy and 
raw materials industries made up 80 per cent of 
Qinghai's total industrial output last year, Xinhua 
reported. In 1995 the province’s GDP topped 16.5bn 
yuan and revenue went up more than 100 per cent. 
(SWB W 17 January) 

22 January: A provincial economic restructuring 
conference was held in Xining, Xining radio reported. 
The purpose was to sum up 1995 work and arrange 
economic and housing tasks for 1 996. It focussed on 
reforming enterprises, social security, the market, 
management, urban housing, opening up and improving 
macro-control. (SWB 24 January) 



TIN News Review No. 25: Reports from Tibet 1996 


page 79 


25 January: The State Planning Commission is boosting 
social and economic development in China's west, 
China News Agency reported. Sixty-two projects are 
under way in the TAR, and 34 projects, including 16 
urgent infrastructure projects, have been approved for 
the Garze and Aba (Tibetan) Autonomous prefectures. 
The SPC has also approved 90 projects in Xinjiang, 
Ningxia, Qinghai, Guizhou, Yunnan, Guangxi and Gansu. 
It has also set aside 500 min yuan plus half a million 
spindle spinning machines to help relocate the textile 
industry from east China to the west. 

I February: China National Petroleum Corporation is co- 
operating with Amoco of the US in tapping natural gas 
in the Qaidam [Tsaidam] basin, Xinhua reported. Proven 
gas reserves amount to 50bn cubic metres. At present 
the basin has an oil output of 1.25 min tons. Amoco 
has agreed to explore and evaluate for a six-month 
period. (SWB W 7 February)) 

Economy - Xinjiang 

II January: Xinjiang can produce annually 500,000 
tons of cotton, 200,000 tons of sugar, 5 min tons of 
crude oil, 2.5 min tons of refined oil, 2 min tons of coal 
and a large amount of cotton yarn, cloth and wool 
fabrics, Xinhua reported. The region imported and 
exported US$1 bn worth of goods last year. (SWB W 17 
January) 

16 January: Oil and gas reserves in the Tarim basin 
have been estimated as between 19.15 and 20.63bn 
tons, Xinhua reported, citing Chinese experts. Nine large 
and medium-sized oil and gas fields have been 
discovered in the past five years, the Tarim Basin now 
has a capacity of 2 min tons annually and has pumped 
out 8 min tons over the past five years. (SWB W 24 
January) 

27 January: Xinjiang Daily published a long report on 
1995 social and economic development put out by 
Xinjiang's Statistical Bureau. It's main points were: 
agricultural output 41.3bn yuan [c.$5bnj; industrial 
output 79.5bn yuan [c.$10bn]; fixed assets reached 
over 30bn yuan [c.$3.75bn]; other sectors including 
foreign trade also grew rapidly. The year was the best 
in the eighth five year plan period, the Bureau asserted. 
(SWB W 21 February) 

Agriculture 

17 December 1995: Tibet is expected to be self- 
sufficient in grain by the year 2000 as a result of 
massive development in three river basins, which 
started in 1991 with average annual state investment 
of about 100 min yuan [c.$12.5 min], Xinhua reported. 
(SWB 19 December 1995) 

19 December 1995: Hunan province is to set up an 
agricultural technology promotion centre in Shannan 
[Lhokha] prefecture to help farmers, Qiangba Punco 
[Champa Phuntsog], the party head of the prefecture, 
announced, according to Xinhua on 22 December. 
Shannan [Lhokha], which is fertile and has much 
sunshine and little pollution, is in partnership with 
Hunan in development in Tibet. "As Tibetans do not 
have a tradition of growing vegetables or raising pigs, 
pork and vegetables have to be brought in from 


neighbouring Sichuan ... The centre will also spread 
advanced vegetable-growing and pig-raising techniques 
among Tibetan farmers in an effort to build Shannan 
into Tibet's vegetable and pork supply base." (SWB 1 
January 1996) 

25 December 1995: An agricultural development 
programme financed by the central government has 
raised the per capita income of Tibet’s rural residents by 
7.7 per cent annually since 1991, a TAR official said, 
according to Xinhua. Annual per capita rural income 
rose to 632 yuan [c.$79] in 1994 from 470 yuan 
[c.$58] in 1990. This was thanks to the development 
programme for the three river valleys, the Yarlung 
Zangpo [Tsangpo], the Lhasa and the Nyangqu [Nyang 
chu] rivers The aim is to make a grain, vegetable and 
livestock base by the year 2000. (SWB 5 January and 
W 17 January 1996) 

16 February 1996: The TAR will invest 11 min yuan in 
animal husbandry this year, 7 min yuan to Coqen 
[Tsochen] county and 4 min yuan to Amdo county [in 
Nagchu], an official said, according to Xinhua. The 
money will go to enlarging meadows, improving 
breeding and spreading new techniques. Average per 
capita income is expected to reach 1,500 or 2,000 
yuan as a result, the agency claimed. (SWB 17 
February) 

15 March: Tibet should be able to feed its population by 
the turn of the century, NPC deputies pledged, Xinhua 
reported. By the year 2000, Tibet should be mainly self- 
sufficient in food grain, meat and edible oil, and "a 
majority of its population will then become relatively 
affluent". By then Tibet will produce 1 min tons of food 
grain, 50,000 tons of rapeseed, and 120,000 tons of 
meat. The TAR plans a number of grain increase 
projects in six counties along the three main rivers. 
(SWB 18 March) 

31 May: Chen Kuiyuan, on a visit to Sakya county, 
notes the importance of agriculture and animal 
husbandry to economic development. "Not only in 
Sakya county, but the entire region should shift the 
agricultural growth mode from being extensive to 
intensive, strive to increase the application of science 
and technology, and study and use modern forms of 
operation, science and technology, so as to gradually 
modernise agriculture," he said, according to Xinhua. 
(SWB 3 June) 

4 July: Deposits in the Tibetan branch of the 
Agricultural Bank of China are said to total 3.5 bn yuan. 
According to Xinhua, a Lhasa branch official said that 
the regional bank granted 4.2bn yuan in loans for 
farming, rural based township-run factories, mining and 
Tibetan handicrafts. (SWB 17 July) 

26 September: The Spark Programme, launched 

nationally in 1986 to encourage the use of science and 
technology in agriculture, is to spread to Tibet. An 
intensive area project in Gyangxe [Gyantse] County 
was launched in May 1996 with the aim of improving 
local infrastructure, upgrading local enterprises and 
establishing rural processing plants for products. 
Investment from the central government and Shanghai 
to the total of 200 min yuan (24 million US dollars) will 
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fund the first phase of construction which is expected 
to take between two and three years. (SWB 1 October) 

3 December: Record high production rates recorded in 
Tibet are attributed to improved infrastructure and 
advanced technology. Production of grain and rapeseed 
are expected to reach 770,000 tons and 37,000 tons, 
respectively, up by seven per cent and ten per cent over 
1995. Since last winter, the local governments have 
been organizing farmers to construct and upgrade water 
ditches, ponds, wells and other irrigation facilities. As a 
result, 10,000 hectares of dry lands have received 
access to irrigation, the production of 20,000 hectares 
of low-yielding farmland has been raised and another 
6,700 hectares have been turned into arable land. 

28 December: More than 50 technologies have been 
developed for cultivating vegetables in greenhouses. 
They also help to prevent vegetable diseases and 
cultivate a higher quality of vegetables, according to 
Xinhua. (SWB 31 December 96) 

11 December: The text of "Regulations Governing the 
Protection of Basic Farmland" was published in Tibet 
Daily with effect from .the same date. The regulations 
aim to give special protection to farmland, stabilise the 
total area of farmland, improve the quality of farmland 
and ensure the sustained and stable development of 
agriculture. The chapter on protecting farmland 
stipulates that farmland once designated as protected 
basic farmland must not be used for other purposes or 
be occupied with any unit or individual without the 
approval of the concerned departments. (SWB 21 
December) 

Agriculture - Inner Mongolia, Qinghai, Xinjiang 

28 November 1995: The average of one tractor per 
eight farmers and herders is higher than the national 
average, Xinhua pointed out. The region has a total of 
360,000 tractors. (SWB 6 December 1995) 

7 December 1995: Despite serious droughts and frost, 
Inner Mongolia still reaped a bumper harvest in 1995, 
according to the inner Mongolia Daily. Grain output 
reached 10.5bn kg, 280 min kg less than in 1994. 
(SWB W 10 January) 

12 December: Inner Mongolia is now producing the 
third-highest per capita amount of grain in the country, 
Xinhua reported. Production is now the best ever, 
thanks to more than 3bn yuan investment in 
infrastructure for agriculture and animal husbandry since 
1987, the agency added. Grain output has now stayed 
at 10bn kg a year for the past three years, making the 
region self-sufficient and able to export over 3bn kg to 
the rest of the country. (SWB W 20 December 1995) 

26 December 1995: Inner Mongolia has reported a good 
farm output in 1995 despite natural disasters and has 
60.6 min head of livestock, Xinhua reported. (SWB W 3 
January) 

3 January 1996: Shawan county in Xinjiang has 
returned 8,000-odd mu of farmland to peasants, Xinhua 
reported. This was land which had been occupied by 
cadres who grabbed water supplies and the best 
machinery. (SWB 23 January) 


21 December: According to Xinhua, around 200,000 
farmers in eastern Qinghai have been lifted out of 
poverty as a result of the regional aid-the-poor project. 
An official said that 830,000 people now live under a 
state set poverty line. (SWB 2 January 1 997) 

Communications 

15 January: Tibet has fulfilled its plan for post and 
telecommunications five years ahead of schedule, the 
People's Daily said. Now it has programme-controlled 
exchanges in every county, with 97% of all counties 
joined to the all-China long-distance network. Besides 
its other advanced growth, the region has built 73 Very 
Small Aperture Terminal telecommunications earth 
stations and successfully resolved the problem of long¬ 
distance communication in border and remote areas. 
(SWB 27 February)) 

29 January: A second optical cable transmission line 
was opened for service in Tibet, Xinhua reported on 30 
January. The 200 km line was built by the PLA and 
connects Lhasa with Shigatse. (SWB W 7 February)) 

12 February: By 1995 ninety-seven percent of Tibet's 
counties had national long-distance automatic 
exchange phone networks, Xinhua reported. Tibet now 
has an exchange capacity of over 59,000 lines and over 
35,000 handsets, or 1.5 for each 100 people, the 
agency noted. (SWB W 21 February)) 

3 July: The TAR government is to concentrate on 
speeding up the development of energy, transport and 
telecommunications over the next five years, according 
to the regional government Chairman Gyalcan 
[Gyaltsen] Norbu, reported Xinhua. An official said that 
Tibet will generate 1.1 bn kWh of electricity annually in 
the year 2000, up 120% from 1995. The highway 
linking Tibet with neighbouring Qinghai province and the 
road linking Tibet with Sichuan would be upgraded and 
widened during the 1996-2000 period. 

Communications - Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang 

7 February: A fibre-optic system has given people in 
Hulun Buir Meng access to regions throughout China 
and 232 countries, Xinhua reported. So far 13 counties, 
3 mining areas and around 80 townships have entered 
the network. A digital control network is operating and 
all urban phones are programme-controlled. About 
1,000 km of fibre-optic and microwave lines have been 
laid. Pager and mobile phone services are now available. 
(SWB W 14 February)) 

December 1995: The Chinese section of the Eurasian 
transcontinental optical cable has been completed after 
the commissioning of the Urumqi link to connect 
western Europe with China, Xinhua reported on 27 
December. Interfax (Moscow) reported on 1 December 
1995 that the 24,000 km line connecting Frankfurt 
with Shanghai via Austria, Rumania, Hungary, Poland, 
Ukraine, Belarus, Turkey, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan 
, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekhistan, Kyrgystan, 
Tajikistan, Afghanistan, and Pakistan is due for 
completion by April 1997. (SWB W 3 January) 
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4 March: A new air route, Jinan (Shandong)-Korla 
(Xinjiang) started, Jinan radio reported. (SWB W 13 
March) 

Foreign Trade 

27 January: The Chinese government is planning a new 
policy in border trade to align current practices with 
World Trade Organisation ones, China News Agency 
reported. It is stressed that "border trade" refers to 
trade in border areas, not border provinces and regions. 
Currently most Chinese border trade is small scale; 
border areas should concentrate on large-scale and 
general trade, the agency said. 

15 February: The TAR Foreign Trade and Economic Co¬ 
operation Department opened, with senior leaders 
attending the ceremony, Lhasa TV reported. TAR Vice- 
chairman Toinzhub [Dondrub], speaking at the 
ceremony, urged improvement in management systems 
and methods. 

16 October: Tibet's foreign trade has recovered from 
the sharp decline suffered in 1995 year after a series of 
adjustments were made to its product structure, 
reported the Chinese news agency Zhongguo Xinwen 
She. A greater emphasis has also been placed this year 
on expanding the processing sector. Foreign trade 
reached US$54.83 min in the first nine months of the 
year, an increase of US$40.87 min over the same 
period of last year [TIN note: the TAR's foreign trade is 
almost all imports. No breakdown of imports and 
exports has yet been seen]. More than 32,000 Chinese 
and foreign tourists visited Tibet in the first nine months 
of 1996, up 55% over the same period in 1995. Tibet's 
retail sales of consumer goods reached 2.28bn yuan, 
19% higher than in the same period in 1995, and 
inflation has continued to fall steadily in 1996. 

Foreign Trade - Inner Monoglia 

5 March: Inner Mongolia is developing into a major trade 
centre, Xinhua claimed. Its foreign trade amounted to 
$4.9bn in 1991-95. During the past five years 18 
points of entry have opened and have handled 18.3 min 
tons of cross-border cargo. (SWB W 13 March) 

6 March: Inner Mongolia signed 1,185 agreements 
involving foreign capital worth $1.53bn during 1991- 
95, according to Xinhua. (SWB W 13 March) 

16th August: According to Xinhua, Inner Mongolia's 
border trade reached 181 min US dollars, an increase of 
23% during the first half of 1996. (SWB 21 Aug) 

Investment 

11 January: Shanghai has signed an agreement with 
the TAR to aid the Region in developing science and 
technology, Xinhua reported. Scientists will go to 
Xigaze [Shigatse] to work for a time, the agency added, 
and Shanghai will train technicians, and will provide 
some cash for education. 

January:Total central government aid to Tibet totals 
more than 30 bn yuan since 1951, reported China's 
Tibet (No 1, 1996). The government built the Lhasa 
Carpet Factory, the first factory in Tibet, in 1953 and 


since then has been engaged on improving 

communications and infrastructure. 

28 February: Dozens of China's non-state high-tech 
enterprises will invest over 400 min yuan [c.$50 min] in 
the TAR to help eliminate poverty, Xinhua reported. 
These, operating within Tibet's "Glory Undertaking 
Programme", have signed 46 contracts with local 
companies. Chinese companies participating include the 
Continent Biology Hi-Tech Company from Nanchang, 
the Yuexi Corn Institute from Anhui, the Qizheng 
Company from Gansu, and others. One important 
[computer] company from Beijing, Stone Group, has 
provided 250,000 yuan worth of equipment to Shannan 
[Lhokha] prefecture and will set up a training centre. 
These companies earned praise from Li Ruihuan, a 
member of the politbureau standing committee member. 

11 November: Fourteen provinces and municipalities in 
China have provided funds and personnel to work in the 
Tibet Autonomous Region, reported Xinhua. In 1994, 
the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party 
and the State Council designated 62 projects for helping 
Tibetan development, enlisting 14 provinces and 
municipalities for the aid on a rotating basis. Fifty of 
these projects have been completed. A total of 3.47 bn 
yuan [c.$434 min] has been spent on the projects, and 
800 cadres have gone to Tibet from other parts of 
China acting as a "bridge" for Tibet's economic and 
cultural exchanges with other parts of the country. 

21 December: TAR has issued a series of regulations 
favouring more investment, Xinhua reported. Except for 
products exclusively run or controlled by the state, 
resources and industries will be opened to all 
businesses regardless of whether they are owned by 
the state or are joint ventures, collectives or privately- 
owned, Xinhua reported. The regulations said that 
investors in Tibet can have full rights to autonomous 
management, loans, border trade and tax privileges. 
Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan and foreign businessmen 
whose investment exceeds US$200,000 will have the 
right of residence in the region during the period of 
management, it said. 

Investment - Qinghai, Xinjiang 

5 January: Xinjiang has 114 new economic co¬ 
operation projects on offer to foreign investors, the 
China News Agency reported. They are in agriculture, 
machine building, petrochemical and chemical 
industries, light industry, building materials, power 
supply, electronics, communications, metallurgy and 
tourism. (SWB W 17 January) 

5 February: China National Petroleum Corporation 
signed two contracts with Agip (Italy) and Texaco (US) 
to jointly develop oil in the Tarim basin, Xinhua 
reported. The area covers nearly 30,000 sq. km in 
Minfeng and Yuntian counties on the south edge of the 
basin, bordering the Tarim-1 block. CNPC will act as 
operator while the foreign companies will carry the risk 
during the exploration period, undertaking geophysical 
work and drilling wells. The contracts are for a 
maximum of 30 years. Tarim now produces 4 min tons 
of crude annually. (SWB W 14 February)) 
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6 March: Around $35.59 min in foreign funds flowed 
into Qinghai in 1995, Xinhua reported. It now has 93 
foreign-funded enterprises. The province's exports last 
year were $138 min and imports $48 min (SWB W 13 
March) 

Mining and Minerals 

10 January: During the previous five years {1990- 
1995), the output of the TAR's mining industry reached 
300 min yuan [c.$3.25 min], 30 per cent up on the 
1986-90 period and accounting for more than 15 per 
cent of the region's industrial total, Xinhua reported. In 
the same period the region produced 450,000 tons of 
chromite ore, 150kg of gold and 55,000 tons of borax. 
With more than 400 min yuan in investment from the 
government (local and central) the region mined 17 new 
ores and set up 120 mining enterprises. (SWB W 17 
January) 

19 January: China's western regions, including Tibet, 
will become China’s most important source of gold in 
the next decade and beyond, according to the Ministry 
of Metallurgical Industry, reported Zhongguo Xinwen 
She. Proven gold deposits in the western regions, 
including Qinghai, Xinjiang and Tibet, account for 22 
per cent of the national total with further discoveries 
expected. 

22 January: TAR is to make mining the mainstay of its 
economy, Xinhua reported, with the eastern area 
focussing on copper mining and western and northern 


parts on gold and boron. The middle will give priority to 
chromium, the agency added. 

26 August: Following a two year programme of 
structural reform and strengthening management by 
Tibetan industries, Tibet's state-owned companies are 
now concentrating on Tibet's mineral resources, 
reported Xinhua. 

Mining - Xinjiang 

29 January: Xinjiang has signed agreements with 
overseas mining groups including those from the US, 
Canada, Japan, Australia, Singapore, Thailand, Taiwan 
and Hongkong, Xinhua said. Twelve zones have been 
earmarked for foreign and Chinese investors to invest 
jointly. The region has large reserves of coal, petroleum, 
gold, copper, nickel and beryllium. (SWB W 7 February)) 

7 March: Nine large and medium mineral deposits of 
copper, chrome, gold, silver and nickel have been 
located, Xinhua reported. Foreign experts from the US, 
Canada, Japan, Australia, Russia and Kazakhstan have 
visited and shown interest in joint development. (SWB 
W 13 March) 

8 March: Geologists have found rich sylvite resources in 
Lop Nur, in the eastern Tarim basin, Xinhua reported. 
Sylvite is potassium chloride in cubit crystalline form 
with sodium impurities. This opens up potential for 
fertiliser and other chemical industries. (SWB W 13 
March) 
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Outside Tibet: Diplomacy and Refugees 

Reports of violence and harassment of Tibetan refugees arriving in Nepal increased in the last two 
months of 1 996, and there were several documented cases of death from exposure and severe 
frostbite among winter asylum seekers. A 13-year old girl died during her attempt to escape to 
Nepal in December, and a boy of the same age died in hospital of frostbite complications following 
the same journey. In January 1997 a 14-year old boy, an eight-year old girl and 21-year old nun 
are known to have died during or after the escape into Nepal. 

Three Tibetan asylum seekers were shot and wounded in November when Nepaiese police opened 
fire on a group of 32 escapees soon after they crossed the Nepali border. In December, a young 
woman was raped 12 times by a group of Nepalese men led by a police officer in uniform carrying 
a police identity card after her group was detained; the Nepalese Home Ministry said two months 
later that no arrests had been made but that no police were involved in the incident. A serious 
attack took place in October on the refugee reception centre in Kathmandu following a dispute 
over water supplies, leading to severe injuries, but four months later police had not charged 
anyone in connection with the crime. 

Jiang Zemin made important visits to Asia, besides his long-awaited meeting with President 
Clinton. During a visit to India in December, Jiang signed an agreement which in theory could lead 
to the partial demilitarisation of the disputed border between the two countries. He also visited 
Nepal, where the king assured him that "Nepal will continually respect and support China's stand 
on the Tibet issues." 

The European Commission's controversial offer to fund a development project in Panam, Central 
Tibet, was reported to have been turned down by the Chinese authorities, partly on the grounds 
that foreign non-governmental organisations (NGOs) should be excluded from project. The 
Commission is believed to have re-submitted its offer in an amended form. 

A UN team of experts ruled in May that reports of widespread torture in China are credible, and 
asked China to set up a torture rehabilitation centre in Beijing, and to change its laws so that 
torture is banned. In March, the UN rejected a resolution criticising China's human rights record. 

The Dalai Lama continued his visits of western countries, although for the first time in recent 
years faced strident opposition from westerners, this time from a group protesting against his ban 
on the worship of Dorje Shugden among his followers. The Chinese government also became more 
aggressive than before towards certain western governments who received the Dalai Lama, 
notably the Germans and the Australians, and openly threatened to limit their future trading 
opportunities with China in revenge. Beijing also issued warnings to Paris during the Dalai Lama's 
three-day visit to France in October. The Dalai Lama announced that he would visit Taiwan in 
March 1997. 


UN: Experts Criticise China, Governments Back 
Off 

TIN News Update/17 May, 1996 extract 

Within days of a UN decision not to criticise China's 
human rights record, a UN team of experts which has 
ruled that China is illegally detaining political prisoners 
has come under pressure from western governments to 
limit its investigations. Meanwhile a separate UN team 
of experts has ruled that reports of widespread torture 
in China are believable. 

A UN resolution has implicitly criticised the experts who 
comprise the UN Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detentions, which was set up four years ago and last 
year investigated 755 cases, a ten-fold increase over 
the previous year. The Group had ruled that 697 of the 
cases it studied, mainly involving political dissidents, 
were illegally detained and should be released. 

The published cases involved 22 countries, mostly with 
three or four cases in each, except for Bahrain, which 


was found to have 513 illegal detainees, and China, 
which had 68. 

21 of the cases decided against China involved 
Tibetans, all of them Buddhist nuns held for "exercising 
their right to freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion" by staging demonstrations for independence 
or, in the case of 1 2 of them, for singing songs praising 
the Dalai Lama. 42 of the illegal detainees were Chinese 
democracy activists or trade union organisers and five 
were Uighur or Kazakh dissidents from Xinjiang, 
including the historian Turgun Almas and the novelist 
Kajikhumar Shabdan. 

Last month France, Germany and Austria sponsored a 
resolution at the UN which is seen by UN officials as an 
attempt to limit the powers of the Working Group, the 
human rights body in the UN regarded as the most 
effective in identifying abuses. The resolution was co¬ 
sponsored by Austria, Sweden, Ireland, Switzerland and 
Belgium, and was passed without dissent. 
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The resolution told the Working Group, chaired by the 
French jurist Louis Joinet, to observe "the distinction 
between detention and imprisonment", a phrase which 
means it should stop investigating cases of detainees 
once they have received trials. 

The Group, which has quasi-judicial powers and is one 
of the few human rights bodies in the UN to investigate 
rather than report on alleged abuses, currently studies 
cases after trial in countries where there is no provision 
for an independent judiciary or a fair trial. Most of the 
cases dealt with by the Group are of this type. 

"There was a strong Cuban initiative to limit the 
mandate of the Working Group and this resolution was 
a compromise solution," said a human rights expert 
with close links to the Commission. "So far it is simply 
saying attention should be paid to this distinction, but if 
the Working Group does not do anything, next year it 
will be in real danger," said the expert, who asked not 
to be named. 

The Working Group has to survive an annual vote at the 
UN Commission on Human Rights to continue its work 
and last year accused by China of "arbitrary attacks 
against sovereign states" and "bitter political prejudice" 
as part of a blockade by "certain western powers". 

The pressure on the Group comes only days after the 
Commission decided not to criticise China's human 
rights record. On 23 April the Commission decided by 
27 votes to 20 not to consider a mildly worded 
resolution criticising China, the sixth year that China 
has avoided criticism in the UN since 1989, an 
achievement which was described in the Chinese press 
as a "big victory for China". 

The resolution, which was widely perceived as an 
attempt by western nations to extend their influence, 
lost credibility as a human rights move after the US 
refused to condemn the Israeli bombardment of 
Lebanon. Its possibilities of success had already been 
weakened by the refusal of France and Germany to 
endorse it until only a few days before the vote, 
apparently in the hope of improving trade opportunities 
with Beijing. 

China Criticised on Torture, Tibet Policeman 
Convicted 

TIN News Update/17 May, 1996 extract 

A second team of legal experts in the UN declared last 
week that reports of widespread torture in China are 
credible and has asked China to set up a genuinely 
independent judiciary and to change its laws so that 
torture is banned, "according to information supplied by 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) torture may be 
practised on a widespread basis in China," said the UN 
Committee against Torture last Monday 6 May. 

It expressed concern about reports of what it called 
"the special environment" in Tibet which appeared to 
have led to "conditions that result in alleged 
maltreatment and even deaths of persons held in police 
custody and in prisons in Tibet." 

The Committee's recommendations include a request 
that China establish a rehabilitation centre for torture 


victims in Beijing and other cities in conjunction with 
the UN. 

The Committee against Torture is more powerful than 
the Working Group because it is a legal body rather than 
a political organ, and has to assess member states' 
compliance with international laws which prohibit 
torture. Last week it considered China's four-yearly 
report on its implementation of the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Human or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment, a treaty which China signed 
in 1986 and ratified in September 1988. 

The 10-member panel of judges and legal experts on 
the Committee drew attention to reports that cases of 
police abuse in China "often did not result in 
investigations" and stated that some of China's 
methods of capital punishment might be in breach of 
international standards, a reference to reports of public 
parading of prisoners and alleged sale of prisoners' 
organs, which China denies. 

The panel, which does not include any government 
representatives, noted some improvements in China's 
efforts to combat torture, mainly its reform of the 
Criminal Procedure Law announced in March, which 
from next January will reduce the length of time a 
suspect can be detained without charge from several 
months to 37 days. However, some Committee 
members disputed Chinese claims that the new laws 
provided a presumption of innocence, noting that they 
still require defence lawyers to prove that a suspect is 
innocent. 

The Committee also described as positive reports that a 
number of police officers had been prosecuted for acts 
of torture in China, referring to a recent case in Tibet 
where for the first known time a policeman has been 
convicted of beating a prisoner. 

China's Procuratorial Daily had reported on 29 April that 
Chungdag, a Tibetan who was head of the county 
police force in Kyirong, Southern Tibet, had tied up, 
beaten and abused a Tibetan woman during a night-long 
torture session in January 1995, according to a Reuters 
report. 

Tenzin Wangmo suffered injuries to the legs, buttocks, 
and wrists that required 65 days' treatment in hospital 
following the attacks by the police chief and two 
others, who had been acting on the request of a court 
official named Buchung, the newspaper said. It did not 
say if the accomplices were prosecuted but added that 
Chungdag was also convicted of illegally detaining four 
officials for 87 hours in November 1 994. 

The Committee did not comment on the fact that the 
Tibetan policeman was only given a suspended 
sentence. "Not all acts of torture and ill-treatment [in 
China] are punishable by law and the punishments, 
when imposed, are often light," Amnesty International 
said in its report to the Committee, which noted that 
torturers can receive as little as 15 days detention in 
Chinese law. 

The Committee criticised China for failing to make all 
forms of torture illegal, despite an identical request by 
the same Committee three years ago. "There has been 
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a failure to incorporate a definition of torture in China's 
domestic legal system in terms consistent with the 
provisions of the Convention," Peter Burns, the 
Canadian expert on the panel, told China on behalf of 
the Committee. Chinese criminal law only specifically 
bans torture that is used to extract confessions, 
whereas the Convention requires it to outlaw torture for 
any purpose, including intimidation, discrimination and 
punishment. 

China's Ambassador Wu Jianmin said that international 
law is incorporated automatically in Chinese legislation. 
In China "the law deems torture to be a criminal act. 
There is no circumstance that may ever be invoked to 
justify its use," China stated in its report to the 
Committee. 

Role of NGOs 

Underlying the discussion between the Committee and 
Mr Wu was a debate over the role of non-governmental 
organisations, whose influence at the UN has been 
attacked by China as well as by other nations accused 
of human rights violations. Experts on the committee 
had earlier described reports from some human rights 
organisations as "sources that have proved to be very 
reliable". 


The Ambassador said he felt "a bit uneasy" about some 
of the Committee's conclusions because the panel had 
relied on information provided by NGOs. "Their sources 
are those people called dissidents," Mr Wu told the 
committee. "These are people who make a living out of 
accusing and blaming China." He described Amnesty 
International as "a politically motivated organisation" 
and the prison reform campaigner Harry Wu as a 
"former thief and a rapist". 

When the Committee's Chairman, Dipandra Mouelle, a 
Cameronian appeals judge, read into the record a 
section from an Amnesty report listing 41 specific 
cases of torture. Ambassador Wu walked out of the 
room, apparently to indicate his disapproval. The cases 
had all been published in an official Chinese paper, the 
Henan Legal Daily, in 1992. 

The Chinese delegation said that 412 cases of torture 
were investigated by the authorities in 1 995, 3 more 
than in the previous year. It would not give figures for 
executions in China, saying only that of 545,000 
people who received criminal sentences in China in 
1995, 43 per cent were sentenced either to death or to 
imprisonment for over 4 years. 


List of Tibetans and Turkic Dissidents 

Declared to be arbitrarily detained by the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions in its decision No. 46 (1995) 


Tibetans: 

name 

(layname) 

sex/age ocptn residence/place of origin 

Phuntsog Nyidroi 

(Tseten) d 

f/23 nun 

Michungri Nun./Phenpo Lhundrup 

Lhundrup Sangmo 

(Sangmo) d 

f/23 nun 

Michungri Nun./Lhundrup 

Gyaltsen Drolkar 

(Dawa) d 

f/19 nun 

Garu Nun./Maldro Gongkar 

Tenzin Thubten 

(Dawa Yangkyi) b, d 

f/20 nun 

Michungri Nun./Maldro Gongkar 

Gyaltsen Choezom 

(Penpa Choezom) d 

f/21 nun 

Garu Nun./Taktse 

Palden Choedron 

(Palden Yangkyi) b, d 

f/19 nun 

Shungsep Nun./Nyemo 

Ngawang Choezom 

(Pasang Lhamo) b, d 

f/22 nun 

Chubsang Nun./Toelung 

Ngawang Lochoe 

(Dondrup Drolma) b, d 

f/19 nun 

Samdrup Drolma Lhakhang/Toelung 

Ngawang Tsamdrol 

(Dekyi Wangmo) b, d 

f/21 nun 

Samdrup Drolma Lhakhang/Toelung 

Namdrol Lhamo 

(Nyidroi) b, d 

f/28 nun 

Chubsang Nun./Rinpung 

Ngawang Choekyi 

(Yeshe) b, d 

f/23 nun 

Samdrup Drolma Lhakhang/Maldro 

Ngawang Sangdroi 

(Rigchog) a, b, d 

f/15 nun 

Garu Nun./Lhasa 

Gyaltsen Kunga 

(Yangkyi) a, b 

f/21 nun 

Garu Nun./Nyemo Thonchue 

Rinchen Drolma 

a, b 

f/22 nun 

Garu Nun./Maldro Lungshoe 

Ngawang Dedrol 

(Rinchen Choedron) b 

f/23 nun 

Garu Nun./Medro Gongkar Thangkya 

Ngawang Chime 

(Phurdrol) b, c 

f/19 nun 

Garu Nun./Maldro Gongkar Drangda 

Gyaltsen Sangmo 

(Achog Zompa) b, c 

f/23 nun 

Garu Nun./Kongpo Gyada Drugla 

Phuntsog Choekyi 

(Dekyi) b 

f/22 nun 

Garu Nun./Phenpo Lhundrup Khache 

Ngawang Keldrol 

(Goekyi) b 

f/19 nun 

Garu Nun./Maldro Gyama Trikhang 

Ngawang Choekyi 

(Yeshe) b, c 

f/21 nun 

Garu Nun./Lhundrup Phondo Ngarang 

Ngawang Palmo 

(Tsering) b 

f/22 nun 

Garu Nun./Lhundrup Phondo Lhanga 


date det. 

14/10/89 
21/08/90 
21/08/90 
21/08/90 
21/08/90 
01/10/90 
21/03/92 
14/05/92 
14/05/92 
12/05/92 
14/05/92 
17/06/92 
14/06/93 
14/06/93 
14/06/93 
14/06/93 
14/06/93 
14/06/93 
14/06/93 
14/06/93 
14/06/93 


sentnce/prsn 

17yr/Drapchi 
9yr/Drapchi 
12yr/Drapchi 
14yr/Drapchi 
1Oyr/Drapehi 
8yr/Drapchi 
1 lyr/Drapchi 
10yr/Drapchi 
10yr/Drapchi 
12yr/Drapchi 
13yr/Drapchi 
9yr /Drapchi 
2yr/Drapchi 
2yr/Drapchi 
7yr/Drapchi 
4yr/Drapchi 
3yr/Drapchi 
7yr/Drapchi 
5yr/Drapchi 
4yr/Drapchi 
3yr/Drapchi 
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Uighurs 

Mantimyn (Chinese: Maimaitiming) m/50 + School administrator No 5 Middle School, Urumqi/Yili, Xinjiang 

dd/05/90 unknown sent a petition on human rights abuses to the United Nations 

Turgun Almas (Chinese: Tuergong Alemas) m/68 historian Academy of Social Sciences, Urumqi, Xinjiang 

dd/mm/92 house arrest published book with unofficial views on Uighur questions 

Abdul Malik m/- shopworker Yecheng, Xinjiang 

10/08/90 5 yrs/unkwn produced leaflets protesting against religious restrictions 

Ohmer Khan Mahsun m/70 - Yecheng, Xinjiang 

dd/07/90 unknown produced leaflets protesting against religious restrictions 


I 


Kazakh: 

Kajikhumar Shabdan (Chinese: Hajihumaer) m/72 writer, poet Tacheng, Xinjiang/Kazakhstan 

dd/12/88 12yrs/unknwn reason unknown but wrote a history, now banned 

! 


Notes: 

a due for release because of completing sentence, but release has not been confirmed 

b detention officially confirmed by PRC, generally for counter-revolutionary offences, in 

statements submitted to UN bodies 

c detention confirmed in PRC statement to US government in June 1994, described then as 

"not yet criminally sentenced' 

d given additional sentence in 1993 for singing songs in prison praising the Dalai Lama 


Decision of the UN Committee against Torture 
Concerning China 

Official text of the conclusions and recommendations of 

the Committee against Torture 

(UN Doc. reference: CAT/C/XVI/CRP.1/Add.5, pp.8-10) 

Appendix to TIN News Update 17th May 1996 ("UN Experts 
Criticise China As Governments Back Off") 

China 

1. The Committee considered the second 
periodic report of China (CAT/C/20/Add.5) at its 
251st, 252nd and 254th meetings held on 3rd and 
6th May 1996 (CAT/C/SR 251,252 and 254) and 
has adopted the following conclusions and 
recommendations. 

A. Introduction 

2. The Committee welcomes the report of the 
Government of China as well as its core document 
(HRI/CORE/1 /Add/21). The second periodic report 
of China dated 2nd December 1995 was due on 2nd 
November 1993 but since China had presented a 
supplementary report dated 8th October 1992, the 
timing of this report is quite satisfactory to the 
Committee. 


3. The second periodic report of China follows 
the Committee's guidelines and meets them 
satisfactorily. 

4. The Committee also thanks the 
representative of the State party for his most 
enlightening verbal introduction to the report and for 
the way in which he and the other members of the 
Chinese delegation responded so constructively to 
the questions asked. 

B. Positive aspects 

5. The reforms contained in the amendments to 
the Criminal Procedure Law, to take effect in 1997, 
are an important step towards developing the rule of 
law in China and towards that country being able to 
meet its obligations pursuant to the Convention 
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 

6. There are instances reported of police 

officials being prosecuted and convicted for acts of 
torture in China including Tibet. 

7. The various steps taken by the Ministry of 

Public Security pursuant to its notice of January 

1992, so as to educate personnel on the prohibition 
of torture, are noted with satisfaction. 

8. The provision of effective administrative and 
criminal compensation to victims of abuse is a most 
welcome development. 
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9. The Committee notes with pleasure the 
affirmation of the representative of China that 
"heads of cells and trusties" in prisons, as alleged 
by some non-governmental organisations, do not 
exist in China. 

C. Factors and difficulties impeding the 
application of the provisions of the Convention 

10. The Committee acknowledges the sheer size 
of the task confronting China in policing and 
administrating a huge land mass with 1.2 billion 
people at a time of economic and social 
reconstruction. 

D. Subjects of concern 

11. The Committee is concerned that according 
to information supplied by non-governmental 
organisations torture may be practised on a 
widespread basis in China. 

12. The Committee is concerned also about the 
following: 

a) The failure to incorporate the crime of torture 
into the domestic legal system, in terms consistent 
with the definition contained in article 1 of the 
Convention; 

b) the claims drawn to the attention of the 
Committee by non-governmental organisations that 
torture occurs in China in police stations and prisons 
in circumstances that very often do not result in 
investigation and proper resolution by the 
authorities; 

c) the claims made by some non-governmental 
organisations that the Procuratorate has yet to 
establish its authority over the police, security and 
prison services when dealing with allegations of 
torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment; 

d) the fact that some methods of capital 
punishment may be in breach of article 16 of the 
Convention; 

eI the claims made by non-governmental 

organisations that the special environment that 
exists in Tibet continues to create conditions that 
result in alleged maltreatment and even death of 
persons held in police custody and prisons; 

f) the failure to provide access to legal counsel 
to persons at the earliest time of their contact with 
the authorities. Allegations made by some non¬ 
governmental organisations that incommunicado 
detention is still prevalent in China; 

g) the important number of deaths reported to 
the Committee, apparently arising out of police 
custody; 

E. Recommendations. 

18. The Committee recommends to the State 
party the following: 


a) China should enact a law defining the crime 
of torture in terms consistent with article 1 of the 
Convention; 

b) a comprehensive system should be 
established to review, investigate and effectively 
deal with complaints of maltreatment, by those in 
custody of every sort. If the Procuratorate is the 
body which carries out the investigations, it should 
be given the necessary jurisdiction to carry out its 
functions, even over the objections of the organ that 
it is investigating; 

cI the methods of execution of prisoners 

sentenced to death should be brought into 
conformity with article 16 of the Convention; 

d) conditions in prisons should be brought into 
conformity with article 16 of the Convention; 

e) access to legal counsel should be granted to 
all those detained, arrested or imprisoned as a 
matter of right and at the earliest stage of the 
process. Access to the family and to a medical 
doctor should also be accommodated; 

f) China should consider cooperating with the 
Rehabilitation Centre for Torture Victims in setting 
up a Torture Victims' Rehabilitation Centre in Beijing 
or some other large centres of the country; 

g) China should continue with its most welcome 
reforms to its criminal penal law, and continue to 
train its law enforcement personnel, procurators, 
judges and medical doctors to become professionals 
of the highest standing; 

h) China is invited to consider withdrawing its 
reservations to article 20 and declaring in favour of 
articles 21 and 22 of the Convention; 

i) an independent judiciary, as defined in 
international instruments, is so important for 
ensuring the objectives of the Convention against 
Torture, that the Committee recommends that 
appropriate measures be taken to ensure the 
autonomy/independence of the judiciary in China. 

3 Tibetans Shot by Nepal Police, 43 Others With 
Frostbite 

TIN News Update/29 November, 1996 
Summary: 

Three Tibetan asylum seekers were shot and wounded 
on 18 November when Nepalese police opened fire on a 
group of 32 escapees shortly after they crossed the 
Tibetan border with Nepal. Several Tibetans, including a 
child, were injured after being beaten by police with 
lathis, or batons, during the incident, which took place 
at Lamabhagar, 100 km north-east of Kathmandu. 

In an unrelated incident described as the most serious 
medical emergency in recent years involving Tibetan 
refugees, 43 Tibetan escapees arriving at Kathmandu in 
a single group on 1 6 November and following days are 
reported to be suffering from serious frostbite after 
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being trapped by snowstorms on a 3,000 metre high 
pass during their escape attempt. 

Tibetan exiles in Nepal are appealing for funds to help 
pay for medical treatment and rehabilitation for the 
frostbite victims, several of whom are sure to require 
amputations later this week. 

Next week China's president Jiang Zemin visits 
Kathmandu and is likely to place the Nepalese 
government under increased pressure to curb Tibetan 
activity on its soil as well as to limit the admission of 
refugees. 

Details: 

The shooting incident on 18 November involved a group 
of 32 Tibetans, including nine children aged between 6 
and 16, who had crossed a little known 3,000 metre- 
high Himalayan pass near Mount Panderma some 20 
km away in an attempt to evade capture by the Chinese 
police. 

Amongst the injured Tibetans were two who had head 
wounds, including one of the children, allegedly as a 
result of being beaten by Nepali police. 

Police in the area, which is 30 km north of Charicot, 
say that they opened fire after the group defied an order 
to stop and began throwing stones at the police. 

Tibetans in the group say that police stopped them and 
then immediately began beating them, including the 
children. The escapees, most of whom were Buddhist 
monks, say that some of the group then threw stones 
in an attempt to stop the beatings. 

A Tibetan who was involved in rescuing the group from 
Lamabhagar alleged that police and government officials 
had not arranged for medical assistance to the 
wounded, apart from contacting Tibetan exiles in 
Kathmandu. "When the firing stopped the police did 
nothing. They did not give them treatment or arrange 
for medical assistance. Later they panicked and 
informed their superiors at the district office about 2 
days walk away, from where the Superintendent 
contacted Kathmandu.” 

The group were kept under police escort until late on 
the night of Wednesday, 27 November, when they 
arrived in Kathmandu, ten days after the incident. The 
journey was done mostly by foot because local roads 
had been washed away by rains and because exile 
Tibetans did not have enough funds to charter a 
helicopter to bring down the wounded, although 
helicopters are regularly used for rescue work in Nepal. 

The wounded had been given basic first aid and some 
pain-killers shortly after the incident by an American 
tourist who was trekking in the area, but received their 
first medical treatment at Bir hospital in Kathmandu 
yesterday, where they were said to be in a satisfactory 
condition. "It is amazing that after ten days without 
proper treatment the wounds are not deeply infected. 
They have been extremely lucky," said one of the 
medical staff who treated them. 

One of the Tibetans, named Choenyi, age 20, was shot 
in the right hip, with the bullet exiting through the 


buttock and missing his femoral artery by two inches. 
Another of the wounded, 22 year old Samta, was shot 
through the knee cap and beaten on the head, and a 
third man, 25 year old Nyima, was shot in the thigh. 

An official from the exile Tibetan government office in 
Kathmandu was contacted by police and was able to 
reach the area within a day and negotiate for the 
refugees to be bought to the capital, where they come 
under the auspices of the local office of the UNHCR, 
which is allowed to send Tibetan asylum seekers who 
reach Kathmandu on to India. 

Amputations 

In another border area 200 km further west a large 
group of Tibetan asylum-seekers was given police 
assistance and allowed to proceed unhindered to 
Kathmandu last week. But over a third of the group are 
in a serious medical condition after being trapped by 
snowstorms during their escape from Tibet. 

43 of the group, originally said to have consisted of 
105 Tibetans but now thought to have numbered at 
least 111 in total, are suffering from severe frostbite, 
and at least 3 of them are certain to require limb 
amputations in the next few days. Other amputations 
are likely unless the patients' circulation recovers. 

The group of 111 were mostly monks aged between 20 
and 25 years, according to one source. Several hundred 
monks are reported to have been expelled from their 
monasteries in Tibet as part of a three month political 
education campaign being carried out there. 

The group, one of the largest to have attempted to 
escape in a single group, got caught in a storm on the 
Larkya pass in Manaslu, 130 km north-west of 
Kathmandu, and some 55 km north of Anapurna. The 
escapees, who escaped through the border county of 
Kyidrong in western Tibet, had to walk through waist- 
deep snow before they reached police, who helped 
them to safety. 

Articles in the Nepalese press on 17 November, noting 
that the group had been intercepted, featured demands 
by a local politician that the escapees be treated 
harshly, and described ten of the Tibetans as having 
made the journey on horseback. In fact the Tibetans on 
horseback were those with the worst wounds, who 
were carried down on animals provided by local officials 
and police at the request of the UNHCR, according to 
reports from Kathmandu. 

Most of the group arrived to the Nepalese capital on 16 
November after a ten day journey from the border, but 
on 27 November other serious frostbite victims from 
the same group were still arriving in the capital. 

Amputations are expensive in Nepal and urgent 
attempts were being made late yesterday by Tibetan 
exiles in Kathmandu to raise emergency funds to 
provide medical treatment for the wounded. The cost of 
the hospital operations will be considerable, but false 
limbs, physiotherapy and months of aftercare for the 
amputees will be even more costly and are beyond the 
means of the exile community. 
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"We are alright until we have an emergency like this, 
but now the biggest problem is the money," said one 
exile yesterday. "Most of the 44 frostbite cases will 
need to be kept here for at least six months before they 
are able to go down to India. We don't have money to 
feed them for that long, or to provide treatment," said 
the exile, who did not want to be named. 

Refugees sheltering at the reception centre run by 
Tibetan exiles on the outskirts of Kathmandu were 
severely beaten up in a night-time attack on the centre 
by locals on 31 October, apparently in a dispute over 
water supplies which left at least two Tibetans with 
suspected brain damage. The Tibetans did not fight 
back and the incident did not escalate, but as of 
yesterday the main suspect had still not been detained 
by Nepalese police. 

Nepal is likely to come under more pressure to curtail 
Tibetan political activity and refugee entry into Nepal 
next week when Chinese President Jiang Zemin is due 
to visit to Kathmandu. 

In January the newly appointed Chinese ambassador to 
Nepal, Zhuang Jiuhuan, warned that bilateral relations 
between the countries could be jeopardised by Tibetan 
refugees crossing the border from Tibet. "China strongly 
opposes its citizens' illegal exit from the country,” he 
said, marking a shift in China's demands on Nepal, 
which have previously been focussed on the issue of 
exile political activities. 

In June this year Nepal's Foreign Minister Prakash 
Chandra Lohani promised that Nepal would not do 
anything that might hurt China's national interests. On 
16 November he assured a meeting of the German- 
Nepal Friendship Association in Cologne that he had 
given orders not to deport any Tibetan refugee. 

China is to set up a China Study Centre in Nepal to 
exchange information on trade and policy issues to 
assist "deepening bilateral relations", according to a 
announcement by the Nepal-China Non-Governmental 
Cooperation Forum, which held its first meeting in 
Kathmandu on 30-31 October. 

Two Children Die in Mountain Escape Bid 

TIN News Update/3 February, 1997 

A 13 year old girl died from exposure while trying to 
escape from Tibet last month, her third attempt to flee 
to India, and a boy of the same age died in Kathmandu 
as a result of injuries received during the flight across 
the mountains. 500 Tibetan children try each year to 
reach India in the hope of getting Tibetan-medium 
education there. 

The girl, whose name was Deyang or "melodious 
happiness", died on 19 December last year on a 5,700 
m high Himalayan pass that leads from Tibet to Nepal. 
She was travelling with a group of 14 other refugees to 
Kathmandu, from where Tibetan asylum seekers are 
usually allowed to transit to India and join some 
100,000 Tibetans living in exile. 

The girl, whose name was Deyang or "melodious 
happiness", began to have difficulties walking as the 
group began the ascent of the Nangpa-la, the pass most 


frequently used by Tibetan asylum seekers some 100 
km west of Everest and 150 km from the southern 
Tibetan town of Tingri. 

By the time the escapees reached the Nangpa-la the girl 
was suffering from the cold and had developed a lung 
infection. "She became very weak and there was no 
means of getting medical treatment," said one of her 
companions, a 14 year old boy from Lhasa, after the 
rest of the group, who were mostly monks, reached the 
Nepalese capital. 

"She was coughing and could not walk, so all the 
people in the group took turns carrying her, wrapped in 
a blanket," added a farmer who was with the escape 
group, each of whom had paid 900 yuan (approximately 
£300) to the guide who led them across the mountains. 
The farmer had left his home in Kantse in Eastern Tibet 
after Chinese officials told villagers in his area to 
denounce the Dalai Lama and to discard photographs of 
the child recognised by the Dalai Lama as the new 
Panchen Lama. 

The refugees in Deyang's group were carrying some 
traditional Tibetan and Chinese medicines, but these 
proved were ineffective in stopping her deterioration. 
Ten days after the group began walking from Tingri and 
48 hours after they crossed the border into Nepal, 
Deyang died. Her body was buried by the other 
members of the group and prayers were recited by the 
monks. 

She was within three days of reaching Kunde hospital, 
the medical facility closest to the border crossing, set 
up by Sir Edmund Hilary near Namche Bazaar in the 
Solo Khumbu region of Nepal, 140 km north east of 
Kathmandu. 

It was the third time Deyang had tried to escape from 
Tibet, but she had not previously succeeded in reaching 
the Tibetan border. Her first attempt had failed early 
last year when she was arrested by police at Shigatse, 
220 km from Lhasa and the first major town on the 
road to the Nepalese border. On her second attempt she 
had been arrested at Sakya, 80 km further from Lhasa 
but still 120 km north of the border. 

Deyang's father is a worker at a small Tibetan hotel in 
Lhasa frequently used by tourists, including westerners. 
A photograph of her obtained by TIN shows a small girl 
dancing with her younger brother on a table in the 
square outside Lhasa's main cathedral cheered on by a 
large crowd during celebrations for Ganden Ngagchoe, 
the Butter Lama Festival. It was taken on 5 December 
last year, the night before she set off on her last 
attempt to reach Nepal. 

Death after Frostbite Complications 

On 28 December a 13-year old boy died in a 
Kathmandu hospital six weeks after reaching the 
capital. Tsering Phuntsog had been part of a large group 
of escapees who had crossed the Himalayas by the 
Larkya pass, which lies in the Manaslu region of Nepal, 
130 km north-west of Kathmandu. The boy was one of 
three boys who were intending to travel to India in the 
hope of being educated in a Tibetan exile school. 



TIN News Review No. 25: Reports from Tibet 1996 


page 90 


The boys were part of a group of 111 Tibetans which 
was caught in a storm on the pass, 55 km north-east of 
Anapurna. The escapees had to walk through waist- 
deep snow before they reached Nepali villages where 
local police helped them to safety and then escorted 
them to Kathmandu, where they arrived on 16th 
November. At least 43 of the group had to be treated 
there for frostbite, and the three boys were the most 
serious cases and had to have their toes or feet 
amputated. 

Tsering Phuntsog, who came from Meli in Kham, 
eastern Tibet, died shortly after a minor operation 
carried out at a public hospital in Kathmandu nearly a 
month after the amputation. The hospital is managed by 
foreign missionaries and is generally well regarded in 
comparison to other public facilities. Admission to 
public hospitals in Nepal is extremely difficult and the 
three children with severe frostbite had been admitted 
for treatment only after the hospital administrator 
overruled the normal admissions procedure. 

Tsering Phuntsog suffered from secondary infection 
after the amputation of some of his toes, and also 
contracted measles. He died soon after doctors carried 
out a second operation, apparently intended to apply 
new skin grafts to his wounds and to treat the 
infection. 

The child appears to have been severely traumatised by 
the experience in the mountains, even before the 
amputation. "He was still shivering from the cold and 
looked very ill," said a Westerner who saw Tsering 
Phuntsog the day after he was brought to Kathmandu. 
"He didn't want to speak to anyone, and he looked 
extremely disturbed and scared," she recalled. 

500 Children a Year Seeking Tibetan Education in India 

About two thousand Tibetans arrived in Nepal last year 
on their way to seek asylum in India, of whom about 45 
per cent were children under the age of 18. Nearly 80 
per cent of these 500 or more children were sent 
across the mountains unaccompanied by their parents, 
who had entrusted them to guides or other refugees in 
the hope that they will be taken to one of the schools 
run by the Tibetan exile administration in India. 

Between 20 and 80 Tibetan children arrived each 
month last year as refugees on their way to India, with 
the numbers often peaking in the winter when Tibetans 
expect the weather to deter police patrols from 
operating along the borders. 

Exile officials say that between 6,000 and 9,000 
Tibetans, including young adults, escaped from Tibet to 
seek educational opportunities in India and Nepal in the 
ten years after 1984, when relaxed travel conditions 
inside China made escapes to India possible for the first 
time since the 1950s. About 5,000 were said to have 
joined monasteries and nunneries, while some 4,000 
had joined exile lay schools. 

"[In Tibet] in order to send the children to school, we 
have to pay money, and also we need their manpower 
to help work in the fields," commented the farmer from 
Kantse who had helped carry Deyang before during her 
journey. The farmer was hoping to send his children to 


exile schools in India where they would learn "good 
Tibetan and English" and where there would be no 
tuition fees or costs. 

Deyang was a pupil at Muru primary school in Lhasa, 
who if she had completed the final year there would 
have had a statistically high chance of passing the 
examination for entrance into a middle school. Around 
80 per cent of Tibetan children drop out of the 
education system before the end of primary school, 
leaving less than a fifth to go on to secondary 
education. She may have failed to complete her primary 
school course, or her parents may have felt unable to 
afford school costs. Although official fees are low, 
additional costs can mount up, and a survey of 45 
families in Lhasa in 1994 showed an average 
expenditure on education of 11,000 yuan (US$ 1,375) 
per year, according to a Xinhua report last June. 

Deyang or her family may also have wanted her to 
continue her education in a Tibetan medium school. All 
schools in the Tibet Autonomous Region switch to 
Chinese medium after the end of primary school, and 
last summer the authorities wound up a pilot project 
which had briefly offered Tibetan medium education at 
secondary level in four schools in the TAR. 

In 1994 the Chinese authorities in the Tibet 
Autonomous Region issued orders banning government 
employees from allowing their children to go to exile 
schools in India but the flow of children from families 
outside the government structure appears to have 
continued unabated, especially from eastern Tibetan 
areas, which lie outside the TAR. 

Children travelling illegally to Nepal face other threats 
besides illness and hypothermia. A survey by TIN in 
March last year documented 31 cases of children under 
18 who had been either robbed, beaten, or deported by 
the Nepalese authorities, including two who were shot, 
wounded and then robbed of their possessions by 
Nepalese border police in an incident in June 1993. In a 
similar incident in November last year Nepali police 
opened fire on a group of refugees including nine 
children, wounding three adults and later beating one of 
the children. At least 20 children were repatriated by 
Nepali police and handed over to the Chinese in 1995, 
although there are detailed accounts of children being 
detained and beaten by police in Tibet if caught 
attempting to escape. 

Three More Die in Escape Attempt 

TIN News Update/15 February, 1997 

Summary: 

Three more Tibetan asylum seekers, two of them 
children, froze to death on the Shargung La pass in 
Tibet last month while attempting to escape to 
Kathmandu, Nepal, where the UN arranges safe 
passage for refugees to join the exile Tibetan 
community in India. 24 survivors from the same group 
reached Kathmandu, but were stripped and robbed by 
Nepalese police on the way. 

Last December a 13 year old Tibetan girl died while 
trying to cross the nearby Nangpa La, and a boy of the 
same age died in a Kathmandu hospital after getting 
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severe frostbite during his escape over the Larkhye La 
six weeks earlier. 

The three latest cases - a 21 year old nun, a 14 year 
old boy and an 8 year old girl - died from cold and 
hunger on about 20 January when they were caught in 
a snowstorm as they crossed the Himalayan passes, 
which are called "La" in Tibetan. 

Details: 

The 21 year old nun, Tashi Choedon, was one of four 
women in the group from the famous nunnery of 
Shungsep in Chushul county, 60 km south west of 
Lhasa. 

The nunnery has a history of opposition to Chinese rule, 
and a year ago 22 Shungsep nuns were in Lhasa's main 
prison for having taken part in recent pro-independence 
demonstrations, representing about 10 per cent of long¬ 
term female political prisoners there. Last month a 
political education team moved into residence at the 
nunnery, which belongs to the Nyingma or "old" school 
of Tibetan Buddhism, and is expected to call for the 
expulsion of half of the 250 Shungsep nuns, according 
to unofficial reports. 

The two children who died were a 14 year old boy from 
Lhasa called Kunga and an 8 year old girl called Kadon 
from Nyethang, 40 km south west of the capital. 

Last year over 400 children under the age of 14 fled 
from Tibet to Nepal in order to join exile government 
schools or monasteries in India. The enrolment rate of 
school age children in exile is over three times as high 
as in Tibet, where only primary school teaching is 
carried out in Tibetan. 

The three victims were in a group of 27 Tibetans who 
left Lhasa with a guide on 9 January, travelling by truck 
to the southern Tibetan town of Tingri before setting off 
by foot on the 100 km journey to Nepal. Each of them 
had paid the guide between 500 yuan (US $60) and 
850 yuan (US $100) for the trip, equivalent to six 
months' average income for a rural Tibetan. 

After walking for five days they climbed the Shargung 
La at about 16,000 feet, and for several days walked 
high above the Himalayan snow line before reaching the 
Nepal border. 

"While we were climbing up the La there was an 
avalanche and a cold gust of snow wind," one of the 
survivors told TIN after reaching Kathmandu. "We 
carried the small children on our backs, but out of the 
28 in the group, three froze to death," said the witness, 
who asked not to be named. 

The group left the bodies in the snow and moved on, 
although one escapee took Kunga's clothes in order to 
try to keep warm, he said. The 24 survivors and their 
guide reached the northern Nepalese settlement of 
Chogsham, also known as Lama Bhagar, 100 km north 
east of Kathmandu, on about 22 January. 

Police Robbery 

At Chogsham the survivors were detained for a day at 
the local police post, where a group of 12 policemen 


that night ordered them to remove all their clothes, 
apparently so the police could search them for cash or 
valuables. 

"They searched us all over our bodies and all our bags, 
and then they took 300 yuan from me," one of the 
group told TIN. The total seized by the police from the 
group that night was 8,000 yuan (US $1,000), an 
average of 320 yuan per each person, according to 
another member of the group. 

The group were ordered to return to the pass and to re¬ 
enter Tibet, and one refugee who spoke Nepali was told 
that the group would be allowed to stay if he arranged 
for one of the women to be available for sex with the 
police. The refugees refused to co-operate and the next 
morning persuaded the police to release them. 

They walked for 3 more days further into Nepal before 
they were arrested, this time by police who followed 
the official procedure, which involves escorting the 
claimants to Kathmandu and handing them over to the 
local branch of the UN High Commission for Refugees. 

Most of the survivors required treatment for frost bite 
and 3 or 4 are expected to require surgery, according to 
a report from the city. 

Last November police at the same police post at Lama 
Bhagar, which is 30 km north of the district seat at 
Charikot, opened fire on a group of 32 refugees, 
wounding three and beating several others severely. 

"It is very tense and uneasy in Tibet because of the re¬ 
education campaign and the attacks against His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama, so it is wise to escape to India 
to get a better education and to get the blessing of His 
Holiness," said one of the survivors, asked why the 
group had fled. 

"My main intention in coming to India is to join Sera 
monastery, to get a better education and to work 
towards winning freedom for Tibet," said Jawang, a 27 
year old monk from Chamdo Monastery in eastern Tibet 
who was also in the group. A re-education team had 
arrived at his monastery in August last year and spent 2 
months teaching sessions on correct political and legal 
knowledge. The monk left the monastery after the team 
announced that it was going to divide the monks into 
"good" and "bad" categories. 

"In our monastery there were about 50 monks who had 
returned from India. Somehow the Chinese authorities 
came to know of it and arrested them at different times 
over the last year," said Jawang. "They were tortured 
and interrogated extensively, and I think must have 
been released from prison by now, but none came back 
to the monastery. They would not have been allowed to 
re-enter if they had come back," he added. 

The monk had been arrested by Chinese police in Lhatse 
near Shigatse, Tibet's second city, during an earlier 
escape attempt in December, when he had been robbed 
by police of 3,600 yuan (US $400) and detained for 5 
days. 
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Tibetan Refugee Raped 12 Times by Nepalese 
Police 

TIN News Update/26 February, 1997 
Summary: 

A 22-year old Tibetan woman was raped twelve times 
by a group of Nepalese men led by a police officer in 
December last year after she escaped across the border 
to seek an education in India, according to accounts 
provided by the victim and corroborated by other 
Tibetans who were with her. 

Three other Tibetan women, including one nun, are said 
to have been sexually assaulted by Nepalese police in 
an incident in western Nepal in November, and last 
month police officers in north-eastern Nepal are alleged 
to have demanded to have sex with a girl in another 
group of Tibetan refugees in return for allowing them 
safe passage. 

The 22-year old Tibetan victim of the multiple rape in 
December was travelling in a group of seven Tibetans 
who left the border town of Dram by foot on 12 
December last year. The group walked through the 
mountains for three days and successfully crossed the 
border into Nepal, but were later caught by seven 
Nepalese men wearing police and military-style uniforms 
and carrying police identity cards. 

The woman was told that if she did not comply with 
the men's demands she and the group would be 
deported to Tibet. 

The Nepalese Home Ministry, which has been carrying 
out an investigation into the incident for two months, 
yesterday said the case had not been cleared up, but 
denied that any police were involved in the rape. 

"This incident was not the fault of the policemen," said 
Mr Pandey, an Under-Secretary at the Home Ministry, 
speaking by phone from Kathmandu. "Nepalese police 
were not involved in this case, or in any other cases 
involving assault of Tibetan women who crossed the 
border," he told TIN. 

The Nepalese authorities have also not charged anyone 
in connection with cases of attempted murder and 
assault on Tibetans at a Kathmandu refugee camp last 
October. 

Details: 

The multiple rape of the 22-year old woman took place 
over two nights on 1 5 and 16 December in a deserted 
building on the outskirts of Barabisa, a small town 90 
km north east of Kathmandu which holds the first major 
police post south of the border as well as a detachment 
of border police or troops. 

The group of refugees, which consisted of one man, 
three women and three children, had been made to hide 
in the building while their guides looked for food and for 
transport to the capital. 

"That night at around 12 midnight the woman who 
owned the house opened the door and seven people 
walked in," said the victim, whose name is being 
withheld by TIN to protect her identity. "One was in 
blue police uniform and had two golden stars on his 


shoulder, the rest were in camouflage uniform," she 
said. 

"They had a torch and they announced that they were 
police and showed us some handcuffs and police 
identity cards," said the girl, who is from a nomad 
family in Ngapa in Amdo, eastern Tibet. 

The police ordered the girl - the only woman in the 
group who they believed was not married - to 
accompany them outside the house. "The policemen 
told me that I should do what they wanted or else the 
whole group would be deported to Tibet," said the girl. 
She was then taken to an upper room where she was 
raped by the policeman in uniform and then by the six 
men in camouflage outfits. 

"I was in great pain, and felt dizzy and could not get up 
from the floor afterwards," she told TIN. She was 
pulled onto her feet by some of the men and then 
"dragged back in tears to the room where the rest of 
the group were staying". 

The group was left locked in the same house without 
food or water until about 11 pm the next night when 
the policeman in uniform arrived with four of the men 
who had been with him on the previous night. 

The police took the group to another house further 
away from the village, and then took the girl into an 
adjoining room where she was raped again by the five 
men. "Afterwards I was taken back to the other room 
with the others and then the policeman said we could 
go," she said. 

The group were handed over to their guides, one of 
whom was able to escort her without further incident to 
the refugee reception centre operated by Tibetan exiles 
in Kathmandu, where she arrived on 20 December. The 
girl, who had been asked to pay 8,000 Nepalese rupees 
(about US $180) to her guide for the trip, was given 
hospital treatment in Kathmandu for internal injuries. 

Before the Barabisa policemen carried out the first rape 
session they demanded and took ail the money held by 
the refugees - a total of 5,000 Nepalese rupees (about 
US $100) - and then body-searched them, taking two 
precious stones which they found, as well as all their 
blankets, spare clothes and torches, according to the 
refugees. 

The other Tibetans in the group made no attempt to 
protect the girl during the incident and encouraged her 
to comply with the policemen's initial demands, 
according to one report. 

The rape victim had escaped from Tibet in order to seek 
an education in a school run by Tibetan exiles. "My 
desire was to study," said the girl, who has had no 
education in Tibet because her parents had needed her 
to work with their animals. "I have never been to school 
so I don't know how to write Tibetan or Chinese, but I 
will learn Tibetan and English soon," she said. She is 
unlikely to be eligible for long-term schooling in exile 
because of her age. 
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No Progress in Official Investigation 

The Nepalese authorities were formally notified of the 
Barabisa rape in late December last year and an 
investigation at a senior level was initiated a few days 
later. The victim was able to describe the leader of the 
rapists as a "man aged between 45 and 50 with a big 
paunch" but two months later no action appears to 
have been taken except to rule out the involvement of 
any policemen in the incident. 

"It's been nearly two months but the police have not 
caught the culprit," the victim said last week. "I have a 
strong feeling that even if the police catch the culprits 
they will release them," she said. 

The case is of added significance because very few 
women report incidents of sexual abuse and coercion, 
which can lead to social ostracisation for laywomen and 
to expulsion from their order for nuns. In addition, 
refugee victims of police abuse in Nepal are usually 
unable to identify the police post or village where the 
incident took place. 

The Nepalese authorities have still failed to press 
charges against anyone involved in the cases of 
attempted murder and assault arising from the looting 
of the Kathmandu refugee reception centre four months 
ago, although victims are said to have identified and 
named the main suspect. 

The attack on the centre took place during the night of 
31 October last year, and was carried out by locals 
apparently after a dispute arose over water supplies. It 
left at least two Tibetans in a serious condition with 
suspected brain damage. Two Nepalese were briefly 
detained and then released during police investigations. 

Tibetan Women Assaulted in West Nepal 

In a separate incident in November last year two 
Tibetan men in a group of 42 refugees were beaten up 
by Nepali police when they tried to stop them assaulting 
three Tibetan women in the group. 

The group was under police detention in Simikot, a 
town in the western Nepalese district of Humla, after 
being caught escaping from Tibet. Two young women 
and a nun were separated by police from the rest of the 
group and confined in an adjoining room, where they 
were later sexually assaulted by police, according to 
reports by other members of the group. 

The women could be heard screaming by the other 
refugees, who said the assaults took place on each of 
three nights and could be seen by the other detainees. 
On the third night two Tibetan men from the group 
attempted to intervene after seeing Nepali police 
officers lying on top of the three women, but were 
beaten up by the police, who were wearing uniforms 
and carrying rifles. The women victims did not 
themselves wish to discuss the incidents, according to 
the reports. 

Last month a Tibetan man who escaped in a group of 
refugees from Tibet reported that a group of 12 
policemen in north-eastern Nepal tried to persuade him 
to provide a girl from his group for sexual services in 


return for safe passage to Kathmandu. The Tibetan, 
who asked not to be named, was in a group of 24 
Tibetans who were detained at the Chogsham police 
post in Lama Bhagar, 100 km north-east of Kathmandu, 
on about 22 January. The refugees refused to co¬ 
operate with the police and were later released after 
handing over 8,000 yuan (US $1,000} to the 
policemen. 

There are few reports of rapes by Chinese police in 
Tibet, but an alleged incident took place involving a 
woman who had returned from Nepal to Tibet early last 
year. The alleged incident arose when a Tibetan man 
and his wife were detained by Chinese police near the 
Friendship Bridge in Dram (Chinese: Zhangmu) in April 
1996 after returning from a visit to Nepal. 

The husband, named as Wangdrup, was kept in 
handcuffs in a police cell and his wife was raped by 
two Chinese policemen, according to the report, which 
is unconfirmed. Wangdrup, who comes from Amdo in 
Eastern Tibet, was said to be still in custody in Dram 
last month. 

Chinese Press on Events Outside Tibet 

17 February: Tibetans in Beijing held a tea-party to 
celebrate the new year, Xinhua reported. Nyima Cering 
[Nyima Tsering], assistant to the chairman of the TAR, 
sent greetings to Tibetans at home and abroad. He said 
that Tibet's GDP had reached 5.25bn yuan, up 10% 
over 1994, and gross industrial output reached 630 min 
yuan. He also recalled the 30th anniversary of the 
founding of the TAR and the search for the new 
Panchen Lama. Buhe, vice-chairman of the standing 
committee of the NPC, was also present. 

14 February: Gyibug Puncog Cedain [Phuntsog Tseten], 
vice-chairman of the TAR, said that in 1995 some 
1,000 Tibetans living abroad had returned to Lhasa and 
"24 have settled down there". 

1 November: A deputy secretary of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region's committee of the Chinese 
Communist Party met a delegation from the Socialist 
Group of the European Parliament, led by its vice- 
chairman, Luigi Colajanni, reported Xinhua. The deputy 
secretary, Danzin [Tenzin], invited European nations to 
participate in the region's development, and briefed the 
visitors on local people’s lives and China's favourable 
development policies. 

Dalai Lama Visits 

23 May: According to Swedish radio. The Chinese 
charge d'affaires expressed verbally China's objections 
to the meeting between the Dalai Lama and the 
Swedish Foreign minister Lena Hjelm-Wallen. China 
accused Sweden of interfering in China’s internal 
affairs. 

27, 28 May: The Dalai Lama met with the Finish 
Environmental minister and the Norwegian foreign 
minister. The Chinese embassy in Oslo said it regretted 
the meetings, according to Finnish radio. 

7 June: About 200 westerners staged the first of two 
demonstrations against the Dalai Lama before and 
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during his visit to London. The westerners, members of 
the Shugden Supporters' Community, accused him of 
religious persecution because he had banned the 
worship of a Buddhist deity amongst his followers in 
India. 

15-21 July: In a reaction to the invitation to the Dalai 
Lama from the Tibet Group of the British House of 
Commons to visit Britain, China accused the UK of 
interfering in China’s internal affairs. According to 
Xinhua on 16th July , Foreign Ministry spokesman Cui 
Tiankai was quoted as saying that the invitation "hurts 
the feelings of the Chinese people, and it will bring 
about an adverse effect on Sino-British relations". 

12 September: Commenting on the Dalai Lama's visit to 
New Zealand, Foreign Ministry spokesman Shen 
Guofang was quoted by Xinhua as saying "Recently, 
some New Zealand leaders met and held talks with the 
Dalai. This is clearly [Xinhua in English says 
"apparently"] interference in China’s internal affairs and 
will definitely affect Sino-New Zealand relations." 

September: The Dalai Lama met with Australia's Prime 
Minister John Howard on the 26th September as part of 
his two week visit to Australia. In a reaction to the 
planned meeting, Xinhua quoted Chinese Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Shen Guofang as saying that the 
Australian government's reception of the Dalai Lama 
"would cast a shadow over bilateral political relations 
and it is also unavoidable to affect trade relations," 
according to Xinhua on 24 September. According to 
Radio Australia's External Service on 27 September, the 
Chinese embassy in Canberra said in a statement that 
the meeting between the Dalai Lama and John Howard 
(PM) would "unavoidably produce a negative impact" on 
relations. 

23 September: The Dalai Lama met with the European 
Commission and members of the European Parliament. 
In a response to the meeting, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Shen Guofang said "This action by the 
Europeans constitutes open support and instigation of 
the Dalai's splittist activities and amounts to gross 
interference in China's internal affairs." 

24 February 1997: The Dalai Lama announces officially 
that he is to make a six-day visit to Taiwan in March, 
1997, reported the United Daily News in Taiwan. Local 
media said that the Dalai Lama would meet high-level 
officials, but that he had no official activities to carry 
out. 

Borders 

26 April: Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan and Tajikstan 
signed an agreement with China on confidence building 
measures along their border. The measures include 
provisions such as refraining from military exercises 
aimed at other parties and promoting military co¬ 
operation in adjacent districts. Shen Guofang 
commented that the agreement only applies to the 
armed forces and activities on both sides of the border 
area and is not directed against any third country. 

23 August: A new border gate to facilitate commercial 
and cultural exchanges between Vietnam and China 
was opened. The gate was opened to traffic between 


Tra Vinh district of Vietnam's Cao Bang Province and 
China's Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. 

7 September: An agreement was signed between China 
and Kazakhstan to open a new frontier checkpoint on 
the common border. It will be opened between the 
eastern part of Osh region in Kyrgyzstan and Kizilsu 
Kirgiz Autonomous region in Xinjiang. 

7 November: Military and political experts representing 
Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan and Tajikstan held on¬ 
going talks with Chinese official on reducing border 
troops along common border. 

28 November: During Jiang Zemin's visit to India the 
two sides signed "an agreement for confidence-building 
measures which could lead to the partial demilitarisation 
of their disputed border," according to the Economist. 

29 November: A report by All-India radio commented on 
border talks between India's Prime Minister Mr Deve 
Gowda and Chinese President Jiang Zemin. The item 
reported that the two countries had "embarked on a 
major initiative to resolve the border dispute by agreeing 
to reduce the strength of their armed forces to a 
minimum level along the Line of Actual Control". (SWB 
2 December) 

Taiwan 

9 December 1995: Taiwan, Hong Kong and Tibet were 
discussed by UK Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind and 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen during a meeting 
in December, reported Xinhua. When Qian visited Britain 
last October, the British side had reiterated that Taiwan 
is a province of China and that Britain will not develop 
political ties with Taiwan. Qian expressed his 
appreciation for this position, noting that he hopes 
Britain will keep the promise it made in the joint 
communique on exchanging ambassadors and continue 
to deal with the Taiwan issue with caution. Rifkind said 
that Britain's "one China" position will not change. 

26 January 1996: China responded to Western theories 
of "containment" with a reminder of the status of 
Taiwan, reported Xinhua. "The theory put out by a 
small handful of Western media organs about the need 
to contain China is actually an attempt to prevent 
China's economic development," stated the People's 
Daily. "Some Western countries' media rack their brains 
to mastermind schemes ... gradually expanding relations 
with Taiwan, pursuing a policy of two Chinas and 
providing Taiwan with an official status," stated 
Renmin Ribao. 

10 March: The Dalai Lama called for a negotiated 
settlement of the Tibet issue, adding that this would 
have a positive impact on the people of Taiwan and 
Hong Kong, reported the Indian news agency PTI. 

11 March: A Beijing expert in Taiwan affairs, described 
as close to Jiang Zemin, pointed out that the Beijing 
leadership regards the present cross-strait confrontation 
as political and international warfare, and a war against 
Taiwan independence and the Western bloc headed by 
the United States, reported the Hong Kong newspaper 
Sing Tao Ribao. "The leadership stratum believes that 
the Western bloc is trying to ruin China by adopting the 
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pattern of the disintegration of the Soviet Union," said 
the expert, who was not named. He warned that 
800,000 troops are on call at all times. The expert 
disclosed that after the release of the news that the US 
aircraft carrier USS Nimitz was cruising the Taiwan 
Strait, Premier Li Peng, who had always been moderate 
in dealing with the Taiwan issue, was enraged. 

16 April: China criticized Taiwan leaders' latest attempt 
to join the United Nations, and hoped that the 
forthcoming meeting between Chinese and US foreign 
ministers would help improve bilateral ties, reported 
China Radio International in Beijing. 

9 October: An official with the Mongolian and Tibetan 
Affairs Commission said on Wednesday [9th October] 
that he was "surprised" to learn of reports that the 
Dalai Lama, Tibet's exiled spiritual leader, will visit 
Taiwan, reported the Taiwan Central News Agency. 
Peter Cheng, spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, said that if the Dalai Lama came to Taiwan, he 
would come as Tibet's spiritual leader, and would not 
be accorded the treatment of a foreign leader. 

16 October: Mainland China need not "politicize" a 
possible visit to Taiwan by the Dalai Lama, the exiled 
Tibetan spiritual leader, said the vice-chairman of the 
Mainland Affairs Council, Shi Hwei-yow, reported the 
Taiwan Central News Agency. "Beijing need not over¬ 
react to the Dalai Lama's visit from a political 
perspective," said Shi, adding that the Dalai Lama's 
planned visit has nothing to do with issues of China's 
re-unification. Some local observers had expressed their 
worries that the Dalai Lama’ s visit could rekindle 
discussion of Tibetan independence and Taiwan 
independence issues and hinder resumption of the 
stalled cross-strait dialogue, which has been suspended 
for more than one year because Beijing suspects that 
Taiwan is promoting outright independence. 

27 November: South Africa ends its recognition of 
Taiwan and switches to recognition of the People's 
Republic, ending Taiwan's most influential diplomatic 
alliance. The President, Nelson Mandela, was quoted as 
attributing the change to current relations being 
"inconsistent with South Africa's role in international 
affairs", according to The Independent. 

28 November: Chinese Foreign Ministry Shen Guofang 
issued a veiled threat to the South African government 
regarding their links with Taiwan during a visit to the 
country. Shen Guofang stressed that Taiwan is part of 
China, reported the news agency Zhongguo Xinwen 
She. The "diplomatic ties" between South Africa and 
Taiwan were a legacy from the former racist regime of 
South Africa, said Shen Guofang, and the new 
government ought to change the policy. It would be 
difficult for the two nations to cooperate in international 
affairs if there were no diplomatic ties between them, 
he said. 

Nepal 

9 June: Raidi, chairman of the Standing Committee of 
the Tibet Autonomous Regional People's Congress, met 
with a delegation from the Lower House of Nepal's 
Parliament, reported Xinhua. The Nepalese delegation, 
led by Ram Chandra Poudyal, speaker of the Lower 


House, was invited by the China's National People's 
Congress, and Raidi said China has always attached 
importance to the Sino-Nepalese friendly relations and 
the economic and trade ties between the two countries. 
He expressed appreciation of the Nepalese government 
and parliament for their consistent position of regarding 
Tibet as an inseparable part of the Chinese territory and 
not allowing anyone to have any activity to split China 
on the Nepalese territory. Ram Chandra Poudyal noted 
that the Nepalese government has always recognized 
Tibet, as well as Taiwan, as an inseparable part of the 
Chinese territory and has always supported China's 
position in the international stage. 

21 August: Nepal will never be allowed to be a base for 
organizing criminal and terrorist activities against 
friendly countries. Foreign Minister Prakash Chandra 
Lohani told the House of Representatives, reported the 
Kathmandu Post. However, some opposition members 
alleged that a number of the cabinet members in the 
present coalition government had attended functions 
organized by the Free Tibet Movement activists. 
Minister Lohani described the accusations as baseless 
and said no cabinet member has been involved in the 
movement and none had attended any such functions. 

23 August: The King of Nepal, Birendra Bir Dev, began 
a week-long visit to Tibet and China at the invitation of 
Chinese President Jiang Zemin, reported Xinhua. He 
arrived first in Lhasa where he received a briefing from 
the chairman of the Tibet Autonomous Region on social 
and economic development. He went on to Beijing 
where he was told by Jiang Zemin that China and Nepal 
should have multi-faceted economic and trade 
cooperation with China in various forms and at various 
levels. 

1 November: The deputy secretary of the TAR 
Committee of the CCP met a delegation from the 
National Democratic Party (NDP) of Nepal, led by its 
chairman, former Nepalese Prime Minister Surya 
Bahadur Thapa, reported Xinhua. Guo voiced his 
appreciation for the NDP's recognition of Tibet as an 
inalienable part of Chinese territory, and briefed the 
delegation on Tibet's economic development. Thapa 
described Tibet and Nepal as neighbours with a long 
tradition of friendship, and reiterated the NDP's "One 
China" policy, saying that not activity intended to divide 
China would be allowed in his country. 

4 December: Xinhua reported that Jiang Zemin met 
with Nepalese King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev at the 
King’s palace in Kathmandu. "As Nepal is next to 
China's Tibet, strengthening economic co-operation 
between China's Tibet and Nepal will be beneficial to 
both sides," Jiang Zemin was quoted as saying. The 
report also said that "President Jiang thanked King 
Birendra and the Nepalese government for their correct 
stand on China’s Tibet issues". The King replied that 
"Nepal will continually respect and support China's 
stand on the Tibet issues." Qian Qichen, vice-premier of 
the Chinese State Council and foreign minister; Doje 
Cering [Dorje Tsering], minister of civil affairs; Gyaltsen 
Norbu, chairman of the TAR: Tang Jiaxuan, vice-foreign 
minister; and the Chinese ambassador to Nepal, Zhang 
Jiuhuan, also attended the meeting. (SWB 7 December) 
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India 

3 December 1995: About 400 Tibetan monks and nuns 
in Mcleodganj staged a one-day hunger strike in protest 
against the Chinese government's selection of a new 
Panchen Lama, PTI reported. (SWB 4 December) 

9 December 1995: The Himalayan Buddhist Cultural 
Association demonstrated in Delhi against the selection 
of a "fake" Panchen Lama, PTI reported. (SWB 11 
December) 

10 March: Thousands of Tibetans took to the streets 
throughout India to mark the 37th anniversary of 
Tibetan National Uprising Day, reported the PTI news 
agency. The rallies at Dharamsala, the seat of Tibetan 
government in exile, at Shimla, the state capital of 
Himachal Pradesh, and at other places highlighted 
continued violation of human rights in Chinese-occupied 
Tibet and appealed to the international community to 
restore Tibetan's right to independence and self 
determination, said the agency. 

20 July: The extension of runways in 11 Chinese 
airbases located not far from the Sino-lndian border in 
Tibet caused concern in India, reported the Times of 


India. "This activity is clearly directed against India," 
said a senior defence ministry official, pointing out that 
India was the main country bordering Tibet. "We are 
watching this with concern as these airbases stretch 
from India's north-west to the northeast," he added. It 
was unlikely that this was directed against Nepal. 

26 November: Jiang Zemin, the first Chinese President 
to visit India, began a four-nation tour of the Philippines, 
India, Pakistan and Nepal from 26th November to 5th 
December . While in India he signed an agreement on 
the partial demilitarisation of the Tibet-lndia border. 
(SWB 7 December) 

29 November: Hundreds of Tibetan refugees burnt an 
effigy of Chinese president Jiang Zemin in New Delhi, 
demanding that Chinese troops quit their homeland and 
protesting against Jiang's visit, reported the Indian 
news agency PTI. 

30 November: India signed an agreement with China 
guaranteeing the retention of its Consulate-General in 
Hong Kong after China resumes exercising sovereignty 
over Hong Kong on 1st July 1997, the Hong Kong 
newspaper Wen Wei Po reported. 
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